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MADEMOISELL 



DE LA* FAYETTE; 


Ofc, 

THE AGE OF LOUIS XIIL 


Ii^ the review of a brilliant and celebrated 
age aflbrds a high degree ot*pleasure, that 
which w'ont before it cannot be wholly 
destitute of interest. Sometimes a fright¬ 
ful decline^ suddenly producing the most 
tremendous political convulsions, like¬ 
wise leads, now and then to «eras of re¬ 
splendent glory*; at others, several reigns 
are required to pave the way for one 
which shall deserve the tiharacter of me¬ 
morable. 

It is the high polish of courts, and the 
love of sovereigns for the arts, that call 
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forth distinguiahed talents, 'dirai|jprm tbe 
public manners. Without even cherish¬ 
ing any desire or hope of rising, an innate 
instinct invariably impels us to look above 

our own sphere: thither we are attracted 

* ? 

by the light; there we contemplate either 
delusive meteors that lead us astray, or 
beneficent luminaries by which we are. 
enlightened. 

The national character of the French 
owes jts distinguishing qualities |to the 
chivalry of Francis I.; to the generosity, 
the valour, and the gaiety of Henry t^e 
Great; to tb^ gallantry and 'dignified 
pride of Louis XIV. The French cha¬ 
racter was formed of this happy mixture 
of heroic virtues and amiably qualities. 
Something would have been, wanting 
.either to these charms or to its^eatness, 
if any one of these monarchs had not 
existed. Literature and the arts .Jiave 
owed their advancement and their lustre 
to the protection of those same princes^ 
and to the'refii^ed taste which Catherine 
ud. Mary de Medicis brought with them 
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from Italy. Ani)e of Austria, educated 
at the court of Spain, communicated to 
that of France the chivalrous spirit of ga- 
lantry which was introduced by the Moors 
in the south of Europe, and to which the 
good taste of Louis XIV. in the sequel 
imparted a higher dignity and elegance. 

Anne of Austria and Louis XIII. were 
both born in the same month of the same 
year, in 1601;^ they •were united at the 
age of fifteen years. The character of the 
queen seemed to be already formed; she 
w^as sprightly, witty, and brilliant. Louis, 
still a child, and naturally*bashful and re¬ 
served, felt but too sensibly her superi¬ 
or! ty over him. 11 is easy to govern persons 
of weak, ii«dolent, and austere characters, 
without gaining their affections; but it 
is impossible to charm without dazzling 
them : their admiration is nothing but a 
kind of astonishment mingled with fear, 
w'hich,. so far from exciting any enthu- 


The queen was fife days older then Louie XIIL 
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siasin in their breasts, fills them only with 
embarrassment and aversion. The queen 
might have enslaved Louis, but she had 
none of the qualities requisite to excite 
his attachment. Louis admired horbeauty^ 
but feared her vivacity: her gaiety, her 
frankness, her fondness for amusements 
and festivities, were repugnant to the 
austerity of his principles; so that from 
the very commencement of their union-, 
he withdrew himself from her soci«^ty as 
much as the rules of decorum would 
allow. ^ 

Mary de Medicis, who then field the 
reins of government, dreading the influ¬ 
ence which a wife so young and beauti¬ 
ful might acquire, neglected nq,means of 
strengthening the unfavourable impres¬ 
sions, and confirming the disl(|{:e of the 
king. In this manner were passed the 
early years of their youth. The queen 
never complained, neither did she shew 
the least resentment; but before her fa¬ 
vourites she would drop indiscreet plea¬ 
santries respecting the conduct and cha- 
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racter of the ^ing. The reproaches of a 
forsaken wife, though they may vex, 
cannot at least wound self-love ; but It fs 
impossible to forgive the ridictrle of things 
which ought to excite pity and sorrow, 
for that must be a mark of contempt and 
insensibility. Crafty tale-bearers, insti- 
gated by the love of mischief, aggravated 
the aversion of Louis XIII.: it was not 
in his disposition either studiously to con^ 
ceal of to give vent to his foelings, and 
still less to require explanation. He did 
net lay hjmself under the restraint of dis¬ 
sembling bis resentment, but expressed 
it by a cold and disdainful silence alone 
The queen’s pride was hurt by this treat¬ 
ment. Toe young to be sensible of her 
unfortunate and dangerous situation, and 
cut off from the benefits of salutary ad¬ 
vice, she was at no pains to regain the 
king, and their mutual antipathy became 
irreconcileable.” * 


* All these circumstances are historical. See the 
Memoirs of Madame de MotieviUe, 
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Louis XIIL had piety ^and integrity ; 
his morals were irreproachable; he pos¬ 
sessed sensibility, a good understanding* 
a courage worthy of the son of Henry the 
Great, and even talents for war: he had, 
however, none of those virtues which 
ensure domestic felicity; he neglected all 
his duties as a son, a husband, a brother,' 
a friend, and was neither a great prince 
nor a good king, because in a sovereign 
indolence and weakness are thef most 
dangerous of allj vices, as strength is the 
most necessary quality in one who under¬ 
takes to carry a vefy heavy burden. 
Brought up amidst commotions and fac- 
tionsy Louis knew nothing of royalty but 
its embarrassments and its shackles: in 
the supreipae authority he beheld nothing 
but the anxieties of superintei^dence and 
the fatigue of commanding. He had re¬ 
ceived a bad education. Having attained 
an age when reflection and industry might 
have repaired its defects, be mistook his 
Ignorance for incapacity. Those who were 
desirous of governing in his name took 
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good care to encourage tbia.idea» which 
moreover furnUhed an excuse fpr bis iQi^ 
dolence; for be would much rather dis** 
trust his abilities than endeavour to over* 
come his aversion to business* The re¬ 
nown of Henry IV., and the tribute of 
admiration universally paid ta^,his me^- 
mory, instead pf exciting emulation in his 
son, operated only as a discouragement* 
The most illustrious models are not al* 
ways Jthe most useful; they extinguish 
the ambition to surpass them, which alone 
is^capable of kindling enthusiasm. 

There* was, however, feonae difference 
between Louis XII1. and other slothful 
sovereigns : that prince did not resign the 
fortunes o^the empire'to chance: hisun* 
derstaiiding and his principles , at least 
enabled lym to select a fit substitute to 
whom to entrust his authority; he did 
not carelessly relinquish the reins of the 
stale, but committed them with discern¬ 
ment into the ablest hands: be then 
considered himself as released from all the 

4 

duties of royalty: he abdicated without. 
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descending from the throne, and by this 
disgraceful abdication, which proclaimed 
only an incapacity to reign, without ma¬ 
nifesting a dignified contempt of grandeur, 
he divested himself of all the majesty of 
supreme rank, and still continued re¬ 
sponsible for all calamities. His subjects 
reproached him for the mischiefs that en¬ 
sued, and denied him the smallest por¬ 
tion of the glory of his reign. Posterity 
has confirmed this severe but eqc.itable 
sentence. 

The indolence of Louis needed a prir^e 
minister, and his heart^ought *a friend. 
Henry IV, found friends who were faith¬ 
ful, and devotedly attached to him; 
Louis XI[I. had only favouritf,s. A still 
stronger passion which the purity of his 
""soul caused him to take for friendship 
seemed for some time to engage him. 
Among the queen’s ladies of honour he 
paid particular attention to Mademoiselle 
de IrJautefort: her discretion and virtue 
seduced Louis, for such a character in a 
young and beautiful female w'as for him 
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a dangerous snare. Mademoiselle de 
Haiitefort had* ambition, a good under¬ 
standing, and a serious disposition : Louis 
was pleased with her conversation, and 
soon felt a certain confidence towards her. 
To the astonishment of all, he was ob¬ 
served to pay daily visits to the queen, 
whom he saw but for a moment, and to 
remain for whole hours in a closet conti¬ 
guous to the apartment of that princess, 
where, at stated times. Mademoiselle de 
Hautefort and some other ladies of ho¬ 
nour were in attendance. There Louis, 
mailing Mademot^Jile de Hautefort seat 
herself at a window beside him, con¬ 
versed with her in a low tone, and forgot 
himself in these interviews, at which the 
word love was not once pronounced^. 
The austerity of the king's manners was 
so well knotvn, that this kind of intimacy 
did not affect the reputation of. Made¬ 
moiselle de Hautefort; who indeed, pro- 
• \ 

- -- . - - - - ^ - - 
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bably with a view to prevent all suspi¬ 
cion^ never failed to repeat to her mis¬ 
tress whatever was said to her by the 
king. Her majesty^s associates w’ere 
highly diverted with this ftew kind of in¬ 
trigue; and Mademoiselle de Ilautefort 
herself took delight in turning into ridi¬ 
cule the sentiments and conduct of Iier 
4qgust lover in this she shewed nei¬ 
ther prudence nor honesty: she ought 
either not to have listened to the secrets 
of the king, or not to have betrayed 
them. 

In the space of a months the kVng 
detected this spfecies^of perfidy; he re¬ 
ceived positive proofs of if, for several cir¬ 
cumstances were repeated to liim which 
he had never mentioned except to Made- 
# moiselle deHautefort. lie was equally 
exasperated both as a sovereign and a 
friend: he made no complaints, but Ma- 
aemoiselle de Hautefort lost her place, 
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and Was exiled from the court^. Loui^ 
again secluded himself in bis own apart'^ 
ments, and became more gloomy and re¬ 
served than ever. About the same time 
he was involved in severe vexations, oc¬ 
casioned by the animosity of the queen- 
mother against Cardinal Richelieu. Wiih 
warm passions, a shallow understanding, 
and boundless ambition, Mary de Medi- 
cis united absolute incapacity: she was 
equally weak and imperious. .There was 
^ mifch hastiness and levity in her dis¬ 
position, as obstinacy in her passions: 
she suff^ed hcr^p|;to be; controuled by 
her affections, herfavourites governed her, 
and she aspired to reign over France with 
despotic sway. Her ill temper and vio- 
]ence had*early lost her the heart of her 
husband; her domineering character 
estranged'from her a son naturally dutiful 
and affectionate; and this unreasonable 
ambition comp.elled the minister, who to 

_______ 
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her owed his elevation, to become her 
enemy. Richelieu, neglecting no means 
of appeasing her resentment, he had re¬ 
course to supplications, to submissions : 
he shed tears at her feet: 'che queen re¬ 
mained inflexible.* Louis, frightened, or 
rather weary of their quarrels, behaved 
neither like a son nor a master; be might 
have put an end 4 to this domestic dissen¬ 
sion by enjoining the queen, with alK 
possible filial respect, and with the whole 
weight of the royal authority, to interfere 
no more in the affairs of the state.- In 
Vain he entreated: ^^^diirst qot con$- 
thand, and he sacrificed his mother:* 
he had not the courage to speak for a 
moment with firmness, but enough to 
venture upon an odious ruptifre. I'hus 
weakness, under a great variety of cir¬ 
cumstances, adopts more violent resolu¬ 
tions than the most impetuons passions, 
which at least, after venting themselves, 
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„ generally silbside. Louis was well awfire 
that the order which he was about to 
issue would enrage the queen to the high¬ 
est degree; but her exile would relieve 
him from th^ embarrassment of facing 
scenes so truly disagreeable: he knew 
that the public voice would be raised 
against him ; but he knew likewise that 
>t would not reach his ear'; in short, he 
resembled those who believed in the ap^ 
pearance of spirits: he was afraid of no¬ 
thing but of seeing and hearing. Such is 
the absurdity of weak minds. 

*The kjpg wentjto hide,himself at one 
of his country seats, while a letter was 
sent in his name to Mary de Medicis,- 
announcing her exile, and allowing her 
the choicebf Compeigne, or of the cas^ 
ties of Angers, Nevers, and Moulins, for 
her residence; The disgrace of sovereigns 
of bad character is the more keenly felt, 
as it is almost always unexpected : weak¬ 
ness, which fears explanations above all 
thingS) shunS’ and prevents .them by dis- 
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sembling, especially when it suffers itself 
to be persuaded to take ^oiue . decisive 
step. Mary de Medicis vTas thunder> 

struck !. Anne of Austria, when in* 

formed of the circumstance, beheld only 
an unhappy mother in the person of the 
princess by AVhom she had been perse- 
euted ; she dew to her apartment^ threw 
herself into her arms, wept with her, 
and promised to exert all her influence, 
small as it was, in her behalf. She kept 
her word *, but though her genenri con¬ 
duct was irreproachable, she coul d no t 
exert the powerful r^ts of an itmuU 
gent and tender vvife : her generosity 
appeared to Louis XIII a mere pretext 
inalicioukly laid hold of to censure his 
conduct, and he drily commairded her to 
he silent. A few days idterwards, the 
quOenirfflother, who had chosen' Com- 
peigae for her retireuient, left it clan¬ 
destinely, and went abroad. The ^ur- 
tiers assulfed Cardinal Ri<^elieu, and tho 
ministers repeated it to tll(y^ king, thsft 
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Mary de M^dicis being an object of public ■ 
hatred excited no interest whatever, and 
that the whole nation approved a severity 
which the unbounded ambition of that 
princess rendeied absolutely necessary for 
•the tranquillity of the state. Louis had 
too much sense to be thoroughly con¬ 
vinced of the truth of this statement; but 
flattery, even when it fails to persuade, at 
least creates in the mind a kind of doubt 
which is always agreeable. 

. The queen>mother, in reality, had not 
hitherto enjoyed either the good-will or 
the esteem of the people. They could 
not forgive the wiq6w of Henry the Great 
for not having appeared inconsolable at 
the most horrible and painful catastrophe 
recorded in the annals of the country;, 
and all the hatred excited by her favourites 
had been transferred to herself. Her ntis- 
fortune suddenly turned the public opi¬ 
nion in ber favour: every person felt for 
the fate of .an exile mother. an^n fugitive 
queen: theiformpatby excited by illostri- 
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ous persons who suffer persecution is the 
more general, as it alvvays-furnisbes occa¬ 
sion tor censuring the persecutors. The 
people spared neither the king nor Cardi¬ 
nal Richelieu, whom they Viccused of the 
blackest ingratitude. They forgot that to 
Richelieu Mary de Medicis had formerly 
owed her reconciliation with Louis :* the 
queen-mother, it is true, had afterwards 
rendered him the most important services, 
but in all that she did for him she de¬ 
signed only to conclude a bargain, hot to 
pay the debt with favours : she was desi¬ 
rous of governii}g in his name; ,and ohb 
of the greatest statesmen that ever exist¬ 
ed was taxed with ingratitude, because 
be refused to resign all the power with 
which he was entrusted into thb hands of 
a.capricious, hot-headed woman, without 
talents and without capacity. * 

While the king, more gloomy and Re¬ 
served than ever, indulged his melancholy 
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in the privacy of his apartment, the young 
queen daily assembled around her all 
those persons belonging to the court who 

were most distinguished for their abilities 

\ ■■ 

and accomplishments. 

Gaston,' Duke of Orleans, the king’s 
brother, a friend without courage or con¬ 
stancy, a prince without character, but 
easy, agreeable, and engaging in com¬ 
pany;—the Count de Soissonsy as re- 
markal^Ie for his valour, his beauty and 
his accomplishments, as he was interest¬ 
ing for the qualities of his heart ;—-A^ari- 
carville abd Saint-Ibal, friends of that 
prince;—the Count de la Meillerage, the 
Marquis de SouvrS, the Duke de Belle- 
garde, the Qommander de Jars, w'ho add¬ 
ed to the celebrity resulting from extraor-* 
dinary achievements, the rare merit of 
having displayed the most exalted cha¬ 
racter ;—Chavigny, so cunning and so in¬ 
sinuating as to find means to please the 
queen, though he was devoted to the in¬ 
terest of Cardinal Richelieu ;—the young 
Chabot, whom ambition and love had> 
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even then secretly attached to Madei^oi- 
selle de Rohan;—the I^rincess Mary, 
daughter of the Duke of Mantua, and 
who was afterwards Queeji of Poland- 
Mademoiselle de Guise, whose beauty, 
dignity, and virtue were equally admired; 
■^Mademoiselle de Vendbme;—the Mar¬ 
chioness de Beaumont, whose original 
way of thinking amused the queen;— 
the artful and beautiful Duchess, da 
Montbazon;—the Duchess de Cher/reuse, 
who disguising a profound ambition and 
passionate love of intrigue under the .ap¬ 
pearances of gitldinesi'and levity, enjoyed 
the exclusive privilege of saying any thing 
without danger, and doing any thing 
w^ihout injury to her reputation: unaf' 
fected, indiscreet in matters of little con¬ 
sequence, her manners and h^ conversa¬ 
tion replete ^ith charms, banished all 
mistrust,; hiit she was capable of ^^S^ing 
the naqi^inportant secret^: in her pliancy 
was a pAfticular art, for itit^v^^r. led.her 
either, into treachery or misiinness: she 
had in the sequel intimate connexions in 
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all parties, yet she retained them al), and 
made them subservient to her designs, 
although she never betrayed a secret or 
a friend: it was by this address that she 
contrived to acquire such an extraordinary 
ascendancy over Cardinal Richelieu, and 
at the same time to win the entire con* 
fidenceof Anne of Austria, whose favourite 
she became :* such were the persons who 
composed the circles of the queen. (9) 
Some days after the escape of Mary de 
Medicis, the Princess Mary of Mantua 
asked the queen to give to Mademoiselle 
de la Fayette, to whose family she was 
attached, the yet vacant place of Made¬ 
moiselle de Hautefort. The queen, who 
no longer flattered herself that she should 
be able to procure the re*instatemenc of 
the latter, promised to apply in behalf of 
her friend to the king, who immediately 
gave his consent, pleased to find from 
this circumstance that the queen-^ad re¬ 
linquished all hopes of MademPiselle de 
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Haiitefort’s recall. The, Princess Mary 
hastened to convey the intelligence to 
the Countess de Br%i, aunt of Made¬ 
moiselle de la Fayette, ter whom she sup¬ 
plied the place of mother. 

Mademoiselle de la Fayette was of an 
'illustrious family, being the last descend¬ 
ant of the male issue of the famous 
Marshal de la Fayette, who in 1491 
gained such glory at the battle of Baug6 
in Anjou, and w'ho afterwards contiributed 
by his valour and activity to the expul¬ 
sion of the English from (he ]|j:ingdom.* 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette, an orphan 
from her cradle, was brought up by her 
aunt, the Countess of Bregi, who took 
her home from the convent sR the age of 
fifteen years, and accustoming her by 
degrees to do the honours of •her house, 
introduced her into the very best com* 
pany. The countess was a widow, rllfh, 
and very old; she had no children, and 
doted on her niece, who was her only 

^ I 1^1 111 ■■■■> ■■ I i 11 
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heir* Mad^mojselle de la Fayette com¬ 
bined with the most fascinating beauty 
every mental accomplishment and an un¬ 
spotted reputation : she was now twenty-. 
three years of age, and every body was^ 
astonished that she bad not yet made 
choice of pne from among the many 
suitors who solicited her hand. The 
Countess de Br^gi had herself experi¬ 
enced the misery resulting from an un- 
bappy marriage contracted when very 
young: she therefore allowed her niece 
to follow her own inclinatiog, and instead 
of hurrying her to come to a decision, 
was continually exhorting her not ta 
take any step without the tnost mature 
reflection • 

4 - 

Mademoiselle de la Fayette was im¬ 
bued with all the principles that a Chris¬ 
tian education and the most sincere and 
well-grounded religious sentiments are 
capable of imparting. She possessed a 
sound and cultivated understanding; a 
lively imagination ; an elevated, gene- 
nous, and exquisitely sensible soul. Her 
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ever equal, engaging and innocent g^ety; 
her modesty ; the serenity of her look and 
demeanor, took from the perfection: of her 
character every appearance of austerity. 
Her perfect purity was recognized in the 
tranquillity and peace which result from 
it, and which were conspicuous in her 
whole person. It was obvious that no 
passion had ever disturbed her soul; that 
always at peace with herself, she was as 
yet a stranger to internal conflifcts, and 
that she had never experienced the agita¬ 
tions of pride^ind vanity. Evejpy one ^on 
felt perfectly at ease in her company: her 
conversation had a peculiar charm, be¬ 
cause it was marked with that grace and 
pertinency which interest, sfbd with that 
^sweetness, and that absence of all aiTec- 
tation which fascinate and *sooth. She 
possessed the gift, so inestimable* in a 
woman, of pleasing without noiA or 
shew: when she had enchanted all who 
had conversed with her, envy herself 
was^not ruffled, and no one thought that 
she had shone* She found no difll^kyr 
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in eEe^tsing tlve faults of others, with 
which she was never more than half ac¬ 
quainted : a glance was sufhcient to warn 
her not to think t)f them ; just as wc turn 
our eyes from a disagreeable object. There 
are qualities which we perceive at the 
first interview, and others which it re¬ 
quires penetration and a long intercourse 
to discover. Every one is struck with the 
brilliancy of a fine day; but it is only 
after soitie time that the genial influence 
of a healthy climate and pure atmosphere 
can4)e appreciated. Thus tgo it was with 
the admirable qualities which constituted 
the character of Mademoiselle de la Fay¬ 
ette : no shadow, no contrast caused one 
to appear m(fre striking than another: it 
was impossible not to think Mademoiselle 
de la Fayette charming and accomplished, 
but it required time and a great deal of 

t 

penetration to discover the full extent of 
her superiority. Nevertheless this female, 
though so perfect, had, on the very score 
of her character, more than one rock to 

m 

dread,^ as she might more easily than 
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another rashly venture into a wrong track. 
She prized happiness at too high a rate: 
she was not aware that whatever is most 
simple is likewise most sblid ; that what* 
ever is least subject to crosses is the best; 
and that exaggerated and romantic ideas 
on this subject have produced more errors, 
mistakes, and misfortunes^ than the most 
vehement and dangerous passions. Made¬ 
moiselle de la Fayette had long come to 
the determination to bestow her Hand on 
that man only who was superior to all 
others in elevjjition of character, or to bne 
whom she should think capable of becom¬ 
ing so. Having no ambition on her own 
account, she felt that she should give un¬ 
bounded latitude to that passion on be¬ 
half of the man to whom she should give 
her whole affection: accordingly she re¬ 
quired in a husband fortitude, energy, 
greatness of soul, in short all the quaTitics 
that constitute a hero. . This idea had 
taken such hold of her imagination, that 
she thought of nothing but the advice 
which she should once give to'the greai 
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maft to whom she wai^ be iieited. How 
fondly she promised hei^lf to exalt his 
love of glory! How she delighted in re¬ 
presenting him ^ raising himself4>y his 
reputation above all his contemporaries. 
Dt^gerous reveries, which had but too 
powerful an .influence on her destiny, apd 
rendered herdnsensible to all the homage 
that she received! By a singular fatality, 
the Countess of Br^gi could not help 
cherishing these chimerical notions of her 
niece. Extraordinary circumstances and 
greaUniisfortuaes had inflamed her imagi- 
nation, and would not allow her to mode- 

I A 

rate the ardour of Mademoiselle de la ^ 

i 

Fayette’s. She perceived in her so much 
discretion in gll the ordinary concerns of. 
life, and so pure a soul, that she never 
took alarm aj; her vivacity on one single 
pointj especially as on this head the coun¬ 
tess herself* entertained ideas still more 

• - 

extravagant. She fancied that she had 
done' enou<;b for reason and morality, by 
repeating to Mademoiselle de )a Fayette, ^ 
that Ji^v'e'is by no means nescesisary in 

.VOL. I. c 
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Ihaiiriage; Imlrthat as a 'woniibv-gi#aii<h^r- 
'Self a master wlieii she marri^vsh^ ought 
to fix upon a maa whom she caa revere 
and adtiaire, and that her happiness is pro^ 
portionate to the degree of admiration 
which she feels for him. It is true, tl^ 
to an elevated soul this profound admira¬ 
tion would be a thousand times preferable 
to Ipve: but as a womdn ought not to 
flatter herself that she shall meet with an 
object who deserves it, and who comes 
up to her wishes, it should likewise be ob¬ 
served, that in this union for life we ought 
to'seek above all things such sentiments as 
being* independent of the imagination are 
likely to last for ever; esteem, sympathy 
'€^ tastes, of minds, and of characters. 
These truths are'trivial; they .present no- 
4|i^g striking: they nevertheless obtain 
nRwe soundsens^ than all the vain systems 
produced by enthusiasm: happy are those 
yosi^females w ho-ard capable of 9q[>pre- 
,«^ingthemi " 

-Tlie age %nd health of Madame de Br^ 
gavd ^wsufficient tatunaiiiiig of Hcrappi^ch- 
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ing UissQlution; ahe hat) beisii ill flO long, 
that all about b*er, habituated, to the sight 
of her sufFerings» though they felt siocete* 
Ijr for her, were juoder no apjMrcjhfuaiQnif. 
She aloae was awtu-e of the extretoe danger 
c|^er condition, but neyer dropped arsylir 
lable on the subject. It was .this secret 
conviction that excited m her a desite to 
obtain a place et court for her niece, in 
order that she nuight leave her a prOvifiopi 
and a powerful protectress. The attdch- 
nientof Madetnoisellede la Fayette to her 
aiii^t caused her at iitst tq «ve a decided 
negative t6 this ptoBpsal: the coontew 
was obliged to exert alif her authority to 
gain her consent, and to invent t^iUily 
reasons in justification of the isapoctanco 
which she attached to the plade in ques^^ 
tion. Madqpioiselle de 1^ Fayette cobto 
plied, but with extreme reluctance: ex« 
clusively of the painful necessity of parting 
from her aunt, .she .had formed 
pleasiug ideas of the court. She had fire*, 
quently heatd high praise bestowed on 
the Queen, but ajl that she had learned. 
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re^gecting tbe king only served to grpduce 
^e Btroqgeff diejlike of that prince and of 
n court governed by w wegk, a sovereign, 
whu^coii^ing^iipself to the^ontrol^^over 
the intei^r of Ips palace, «v^^l]f,i«lin- 
j 4 (usbqd.th<^ actual power to, a yiqdietl^ 
impcfious, and despotic v)ihi|tter. If 
Lquis Xy i^ibad not displayed the'ipost 
signal, courage > in Mai^aioi^a^lle 

de la Fayette v^ould have felt tW ^g.hest 
coni^mptfor him; but while she usteem- 
ed his valour, she ensured hia indolence, 
jijs cruelty: (foy she suj|)posel|[,t^it he Ipid 
&, bad^ ^V^aft). ms c^dfict, towards, the 
'gj^pejn ^ud to ^is, mother; %al^y, was 
P^^ded that he tja^ly^destitute of 
ii^l^gjgnce, and, <;^ij|^ialiy bated' bis eba- 

jracter^nd perst^,^-' :^|^w bumiliatihg it 

wop^d t^erae to her a^nt, to live 

^pder.the' 'pf a sl.uj^isp monarch, 
who see{| {m|y' ‘*vith Uke eyes ctf' hisj^r- 
vatit^^o the judg- 

inenb,w Qtheiis.,. it is POt-Lf who re- 
wards; still,less cw pe bestow encep- 
r^menti; Jbue has no voiu, his opini^ is 
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i)ot*&ked, neither is deferent shetvn 
to him: during'^he cdirfsebf hit 

reign obeidienCe is jttid otily itithe ttiinis- 
ters at^ ^vourtt^s i^Aooi r6- 

^mmended'to bik qtioice* I ^must con- 
msj cdAtinhed she, lAcif | 8 h 0 UW%i«jh to 
be excused this 'disagveeablc pres^tstidn, 
for 1 am sure l|^hall #lU thd^^gfeatest pain 
wh^n I <ee‘ the : but I aha^l not 
often faav4 to underg<j^ this trial, shiee he 
is more rarely seen at codrt than any other 
person belonging tO it/ 

ISuch were ihb opiums and ideas of 
Mademoiselle dd la Fayette, when she 
made her appearance af c6urt« Madam*e 
de Br^gi, Who was too ill to go On die day 
of her pre^ntation^ Ip 'the 

court ^ then resided, ^tfSinalned "at %fer 
country-seat at VineSaiies, aftouf a toile 
and a half ftoth^the Fauboutg’^aint An¬ 
toine. ^re^ thatMstdemoiselle 

de la fVlyetfe^^ho^ld returfa in 
ing, and spftnd a. few days longer with her 
aunt before she went ,to reside at court* 
wh)hi Madame de Brtgi hoped to be ible 
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to accompany her to Paris. It was the 
beginning of March. Mademoiselle do la 
Fayette repaired to court with the Princess 
Mary: she learned with pleasure that the 
king would not appear that day in public, 
and consequently that she should be ex¬ 
empted from the dreaded ceremony of 
presentation. The whole court admired 
the beauty of Mademoiselle de la Fayette 
and the charms which adorned her whole 
person : the queen received her with the 
most gracious condescension. On leaving 
the queen she going to pay soine 
customary visits in the palace, but in the 
galleries met a messenger who had conic 
to seek her with the intelligence that the 
Countess (JeBr^i was dying/and desired 
to see her. Madethoiselle de la Fayette, 
overwhelmed with grief, ifi\mediately 
quitted the palace in equal haste and 
agitation. She threw herself into% car¬ 
riage, and without losing time by going 
to a house which she occupied in Paris 
for the purpose of changing her splendid 
attire, she hurried to Vincennes. On her 
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arrival, having alighted from the carriage, 
the first object that met her eye was the 
venerable Vincent de Paul, that hero of 
religion and hujiianity, that confidant of 
all the charitable and pious who were 
then so numerous. Having been sum¬ 
moned by the expiring countess, whose 
hiend he was^ he went to the foot of the 
stairs to meet^ Mademoiselle de la Fa¬ 
yette, and fully prepared her for the pain¬ 
ful sp^ectacle which she was about to 
witness. “ Ah, father !*^ exclaimed she, 
tl\^3 tears trickling down her cheeks; “ is 
there then no hope ller last moment 

is at hand/^—‘‘ Gracious heaven i And is 
she apprised of her condition ?”—She in¬ 
sisted upo 4 knowing, and that wuth pre¬ 
cision. The virtuous Morin,^ on being 
closely qi^estioned by her, assured her 
two hourly ago that she could not live over 
the day.^* ‘‘ Good God To her this 


* A celebrated physician of that time, and a nia|i 
of eminent piety. See the Eulogy on him by 
Fontcncllc» 
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declaration was not a fearful sentence; 
no emotion was visible in her counte¬ 
nance: she afiectionajt^ly thanked the com¬ 
municator of this important intelligence, 
and taking a valuable diamond ring from 
her finger, requested him to accept it'sfis 
a pledge of her esteem and gratitude.(3) 
She hal^ already performed all the duties 
enjoined by religion ; sh^has since look¬ 
ed over and signed some papers and given 
various orders, with equal composKre and 
presence of mind: but come, mademoi¬ 
selle, and receive her blessing; come j^id 
admire the fortitude and resignafion which 
religion is capable of imparting,’^. At these 
words, Mademoiselle de la FayeUe, scarce¬ 
ly able to support herself, leaded sobbing 
On the arm of tbfe worthy father, and pro¬ 
ceeded with him to the lady's chamber. 
On entering the room she ran alid fell on 
her knees beside the bed of her 
who, with an affectionate look, but with 
sweet t«^^enity, bestowed on her the 
toiiderest benedictions. Vincent de Paul 
then addressed the'countess in these 
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words:**—To you', madam, all terrestrial 
pomp is now ds nothingyou are now 
acquainted, with the illusions of the world 
and the falsehood of its maxirns; you are 
now left alone with memory and truth!... 
No human power can henceforth lend you 
aid or afford yoii support t,..Those honours 
and those attentions which your fertune 

f 

and rank commsHlded no longer exist for 
you I...But you have yet left'a retinue, at 
this mofticnt a thousand times as gratify¬ 
ing as that of the greatest monarchs of 
the* earth, a retinue which will follow 
you to your last home, composed of the 
poor whom you have relieved, and of the 


orphans Virhom you have brought up!.... 
The interest»and the good'Svishes of your 
relatives and friends can %b longer avail 
you: but the feeble prayers of' infancy, 
about to bS preferred in your behalf, will 
rise to the throne of the Almi^;hty 
Come, children,’’ continued come 

and pray for your benefactresif.^ At 
these words a door opened, twelve young 
children advanced, and falling on their 


c 5 
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knees around the bed, with tears, unani- 

f 

mously ejaculated:— “ O God! have 
mercy on our mother, O God! reward 
the charity of our kind mother ,At these 
pious invocations of gratitude, at these 
tears and sobs, the features of the coun¬ 
tess suddenly brightened: never did more 
soothing harmony meet the ear of a dying 
person. With increased fervour she press¬ 
ed to her heart a crucifix which she held 
in her embrace, for she prayed with re¬ 
doubled confidence. A ray of celestial 
joy dispelled the shades of death from#hcr 
brow, and raising her eyes towards heaven, 
she breathed her last with a sublime 
hope. Mademoiselle de la Fayette was 
forcibly conducted to her ap^rtment, and 
there accidentally^ perceiving her figure 
in a glass, she shuddered pn observing 
the brilliant dress, which was now to be 
succeeded by one of so melancholj^ a 
kind*-.^^As a sort of expiationl she vowed 
to weir mourning for her aunt two years, 
without any ornaments, in all the austere 
simplicity of the deepiest mourping. 



DE LA FAYETTE. 


35 


The Countess de Bregi, by her will, 
left several pioQs legacies, and bequeathed 
the residue of . her property to Mademoi¬ 
selle de la Fayette, to whom she recom¬ 
mended her poor pensioners and the un¬ 
fortunate children entrusted to the care 
of tile venerable Vincent de Paul: for 

these her niece undertook in future to 

< % 

provide. The countess likewise forbade 
every kind of parade at her funeral, on 
which, point, as on every other, she >vas 
strictly obeyed; but her remains were 
followed to the grave by a retinue that 
eclipses ;:he most pompotis funeral pro¬ 
cessions, by sincerely sorrowing friends, 
and a geeat number of disconsolate poor 
and orphans. 

The queen, at the.;^tequ,est of Made- 
moiselle de la Fayette, granted her leave 
of absence for two months. This inter- 

w 

val she spept at home with the friends of 
her aunt» and especially with Yiiroent de 
Paul: she never went abroad^^pt to 
church, or to the meetings of the Ladies 
of Charity, at ^hich Vincent, who was 
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then zealously ^ngi^ged in the pslablish- 
ment of a hospital for foTundlings^ pre¬ 
sided. These children were still distri¬ 
buted in private houses:^ no steps had 
yet been taken to collect them in one in¬ 
stitution^ but only to defray theexpences 
of their maintenance, which amounted to 
Upwards of forty thousand francs. The 
ladies bad already contributed for them, 
and had besides given considerable, sums 
towaras the rC-estabJishmentof the. Hotel 
Dieu. Vincent de had it in con¬ 
templation to persuade-them tp fresh sa¬ 
crifice^: he aEssembled all theoladies in 
a churchy and delivefe^^, discourse, in 
%vhich he pleaded the cause of t^isc un. 
fortunate infants. His pulpit was siir- 
rounded by a.throng of nurses holding his 
poor orphans in their aroos. These chil- 
dren ali’-at once begatf to cry. The 
pre^her stopped short,' and- after a mo* 
meot*s j|^ten ce thus resumed'^;*^** Do you 
hear/^IW^he, the cries of these inno- 
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cent little creatures? Jt is you, ladies, 
whom they ar 6 imploring; you will not 
turn a deaf ear to these cries of nature 
which claim yonr maternal pity 5 you 
who have been mothers to these infants, 
you will not abandon them r\,.The whole 
^ditory dissolved into tears r and all the 
ladies, amono^ whonf' was Mademoiselle 
de la Fayette,-, eontributed and supplied 
the.requisite > Many of the cour- 

tjers likewise, .promoted this good work : 
one of them even devoted his whole pro¬ 
perty to the purpose. The Commander 
de Brula»d-Sillery, who Ifad been ambas¬ 
sador in Spain a%d Italy^ and possessed a 
large fortune, opened his will in order to 
make himself the executor of .it: he dis¬ 


charged bis servants, .pn ^vhom he-settled 
pcusions, and. gave up bis .hotel. His 
patrimonial estate be preserved untouched 
for the natural.heirs; but he.sold all bis 


furniture, plate, and jewels; Under 
the dir^tion of-Vincent, de&'lliihl,'’ he 
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distributed among the poor the whole 
produce of this pious sale. * Reserving for 
himself a small annuity just sufficient for 
his support, he transferred^ all the rest of 
his income to the hospitals founded,..be- 
gun, or re-established by Vincent*. 
Several persons of this family have given 
examples of this admirable charity: the 
Soissonnois, during the last century, was 
full of their pious foundations j*. In this 
house, now extinct, and which furnished 
the country with some eminent states¬ 
men, humanity, benevolence, and cou¬ 
rage, were hereditary virtues. ' 

When Mademoiselle de la Fayette was 
capable of attending to business, she exa¬ 
mined her aunt’s papers; among which 
she found a manuscript in the hand¬ 
writing of the deceased. This precious 

_ c 

relic Mademoiselle de la Fayette opened 
with equal emotion and curiosity, and 
read as follows: 


^ Hiiitdijrical. See the Life of Saint Vincent, by 
‘ Louis AbelHj Bishop of Rhodes,^in 4to. 


f Some trace! of ihe^i still rbmain. 
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HISTORY OF THE COUNTESS DE BREGI. 

WRirtEN UT ]|CRSELF« 

The first years of my youth passed 
amidst the storms and commotions occa¬ 
sioned by civil wars* Having had the 
^misfortune to lose my parents in my in¬ 
fancy, I found a second mother in my 
eldest sister, Madeleine ‘ de Sfenectere, 

widow of Guy Exuperi de Mimaumont, 

* 

who <was twelve years older than myself. 
She was not less distinguished for virtue 
fjnd beauty than she rendered herself ce¬ 
lebrated^ for heroic cou'tage. She pos¬ 
sessed a large fortune, and resided on her 
estate situated at Auvergne. After she 
^ecarne a wndow, all the gentlemen of 
Auvergne and Burgundy aspired to her 
hand; but she declared that she would 
not marry any other than the man who 
should contribute most by his courage to 
clear her estates and the whol^ province 
of the leaguers; adding that%^ was de- 
■ termined to be herself the ju«^e of their 
exploits, as she sliould put herself at 
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their hcad^. This extraordinary resolu¬ 
tion was not without a parallel: iii those 
days enthusiasm was the spring of 
every action, however noble, or however 
criminal. At th<s period the Duchess de 
Retz collected soldiers to ilelend iicr pos¬ 
sessions,^ declared herself their comman-, 
der, and displayed such resolution that 
the leaguers durst not attempt any cntcr- 
prize against her^. In the same century 
a woman, named Constance du Barry, 
valiantly defended Leucato, and preserved 
that place for Henry the Great (1). ^ 

Sixty gentlemen formed themsei ves into 
a body to serve under the command of 
my sister, in hopes that after the war she 
would marry one of them. Tjiey took 
a solemn oath, by which they bound 
tbernselves to strive to surpass one ano¬ 
ther »QnIy in valour end generosity, to. 
make no opposition to my sister’s choice, 
and to closely united. Having 

all the sentiments and the same 

--—tk----- 
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object, they adopted the same del^ice, 
which was air armed \farrior, with these 
words : “ JFoi* our God^ our Kin'g^ mtd our 
Liidi/,** • ' ^ 

Among these rival friends was one, 
who, on account of his yoiith, cduW not 
reasonably aspire to ht the husband of 
my sister. This w^ young "^Br^ii he 
was only, twenty years of age, and at this 
period 1 was fourteen. Brfegi solicited my 
hand, hnd it was prothised him : he W^as 
amiable, and I soon Conceived ^ a sincere 
aUachment for him. -, Ail the attentions, 
aU the praise^, Cll the festivities of the 
party,’ were addressi^ exclusively to my 
sister: she was the object of universal 
enthusiasncr# Among all these" warriors 
Brfegi was the only one who took any 
notice of the: I mistook gratitude and 
vanity for love; aft error into which the 

^ r 

female heaft;;>veft with more experience 
than I ^posS^seil, is very fail. 

Under the Conviction • that^ con¬ 

ceived a strong passion for Br^fegif I bound 
myself irrevocably - "by >koleinii eifgage- 
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ments, promising him tliat vvhatever 
might be the issue, of the war» I would 
never be the wife of any other man. Ne¬ 
vertheless^ I deeply regretted within my 
own breast that he had not yet distin¬ 
guished himself by some brilliant exploit; 
bnt I consoled my mind with the con¬ 
sideration of his youth, and felt confident 
that in time he would acquire a brilliant 
reputation. I heard nothing talked of 
but war and heroic actions: myimagi- 
nation was so inflamed, that I was de¬ 
sirous of attending my sister to batde. 
On receiving her positive refusa/, I placed 
all my love of glory jn the achievements 
of Bregi; I was jealous of all the ex¬ 
ploits of the others: how could I do 
otherwise than believe that I was pas¬ 
sionately in love with him \ I would 
have sacrificed, every drop of my blood 
for the satisfaction of seeing him surpai^jf 
all hi^.l^bl^panionsin arms. 

It waS about this time that th^ brave 
Montluc, who defended Sienna for the 
French, and whom .t|ie inhabitants ho- 
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noured with tjie title of dictator, after 
sustaining a sioge of ten months, and 
being reduced to the utmost extremities 
by famine, acc<?f)tcd in behalf of the Si¬ 
ennese a capitulation which he refused 
for himself and his Frenclimen. Never^ 
said he, shall the name of ISlonlltic be seen 
subscribed to a capitulation H c decl ared, 
as is well known, that if the enemy 
would not suffer him to retire w’ith his 
men without any writings or conditions, 
he would cut his way through them, 
ceftain of perishing, but ,at least with 
glory. The enemy not only allowed him 
to pass, but received him with marks of 
the highest esteem; in fact, the appear¬ 
ance of his^ band of pale, emaciated, and 
dying soldiers, proudly traversing the 
hostile camp, filled every heart with 
respect and admiration.f My soul was 

♦ llibtorical. 

f Historical* The general of the was 

the Marquis de Maraj^nan. lie went to meet 
Montlue, embraced him, and bestowed on him all 
the praises due to his courage. 




44 


MADEMOISELLC 


fired by flie recital of this action. Soon 
afterwards, Mbntluc, passing through 
Auvergne, stopped two days at' our 

mansion. I beheld himMvith extraordi- 

« 

nary emotion; and though 1 could not 
discover in him m6rb int^ligence or thore 
pleasing^ equalities than in any other per- 
soni I yet * felt that tf Ke had loved nie, 
and I had'nbt been pre-engaged, I should 
have "preferred him to every man that I 
knew. After tlie departure of <his va¬ 
liant officer, I long cherished the recot- 
lection of him, ahd "could not disi&iss 
him from my imagination till l had ob¬ 
tained a promise "from ®^4gt that if ever 
he should havO a* pfatie to7 defend he 
woutd in like/manher'i^gty: ^ Shall the 
v^fde of l^rSgi'be 4eeh ^iiiliscnhed to a 
cliipituiatioh. Acbusfdimed W hbtfr" of 
ndthihg but war and pOlit^fcs, T had nei- 
thter the tiriiiflity nMirl4^lo;my ^ex, Hof 
that"^^|!l3^1ge : but d ihemory 

suffiftf^fty string,; afid' sehse ehbugh to 
re'peat withintelligKhfce all^tlie best*"thfngs 
that were g^rd "dif "tfesiegfaife subjects. 
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1 was adi^ired; n^jr premati^iie. under¬ 
standing was. highly ^pridsedj. but 1 had 
less perhaps than many.pther young fe¬ 
males of iSfteentasince;these discussions 
inflamed my imagination, since fl^ey more¬ 
over, proven t^tae from reflectjoig.oo the 
real duties of, woman, and at, Ibe same 
time had a tendency to.encpurage pre- 
sumption and temerity.:,! have sin^e 
often thought, .that had nqt^elig^ous prin-. 
ciples been carefully instilled into me^ 
this ./laDgerous education .woul4; infal¬ 
libly fiaye poisoned my. mind and c<^- 
rupted my hear\j .but rel'gipn cpirdcts 
and makes, amends for all defects., , „ 

Mean.while fre^j^ent engagements topk 
place, wi^ yhe leaguers, @11.4 9P.(no 
time issue bad been copsidembJy,. 
in opr favour/ , ..The, rel^w ;^Sd * hew 
lea*|4V,. who\ ngjwHhst^S^^^^ 

display^ not genius ^tban 


im: 


valour and' activity. The mos 
ing actiopti yvere relnted.cl^Cin 
he was of .npH® t^an 

twenty-fpnr^ years" ^ his name 
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was Roquelaura. I^otwithstanding my 
passion for warlike achievements^ 1 felt 
no admiration for those of RoqueIaure> 
because he was engaged \ji the service of 
a party who had forsaken their God and 
rebelled against their king. 

' Ja onet.of these conflicts,.in which the 

A 

enemy, who weye superior in number, put 
our vassals to the rout, in spite of the 
intrepidity of my sister^ and the valiant 
troop of lovers who constantly sur^'ouud* 
ed her, she rashly rushed into the midst 
of the enemy. In this movement l^er 
horse fell: irf order, to support herself 

i 

she rested the point of her, sword upon 
the ground, but the blade snapped in 
the middle. The soldiers laid hold of her 
with the intention of making her a pri¬ 
soner, when Roquelaure came up, assist- 
ed to replace her on her horse, which 
was. not hurt, and said: “ Y»u are«at 



band, whose apprehensions subsided: 
they rallied rotjund Jier.;. the battle was re- 
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newed^ and continued till night without 
any decisive advantage on either side. 
From this day 1 remarked a great alters 
ation in my sifter's humour: she be¬ 
came absent, thoughtful and grave, Ehe 
talked to me of nothing but Roquelaure, 
and her strong desire to gain over that 
young chieftain to the good cause. 
“ What a conquest that would be 
said she: heaven has perhaps reserved 
this glory for me. At least I ought to 
make the attempt; if it succeeds, how 
serviceable it would prove to the good 
cause.*^ Asa preliminary step, she sent 
to Roquelaure requesting a truce for three 
weeks; be complied; but all the young 
warriors belonging ^to our party disap¬ 
proved this proceeding adopted without 
their consent; and contrary to-my sister’s 
expectation, no parleys took place. Un¬ 
able to keep her secret any longer, my 
sister at length acknowledged^^^l she 
had conceived an uncJaquem^ and 
hopeless passion; in ' a word, that she 
had been deeply in love with Roquelaure 
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ever since the day on which the young 
•yarrior had so generously set Jier at liber¬ 
ty. This imprudent confidence served 
only to strengthen an pnfort^iaite at* 
tachmont i for from that moment rny 
sister talked to. qae of nothing but Ro- 
■ quelaiir^. find excited iowme the most 
anxious desire to become acquainted 
with, or at least to see him. 

I availed myself of the truce to go 
to spend five or six days |^t a gentle- 

V- * 

man s seat at about twenty miles from 


oyr’s : my sister did, not acconapany n^, 
but consigned me to the care of*a gover¬ 
ness, 1 set oqt at day-break and arrived 


early. The owners of the mansion not 
having 1>een apprized of my coming, were 
from ho^, but I vi^as pssured that they 
Would ^mfunly returo. in the course of 
the day. 

^ .It was nbw. the mooth -of September: 


i 1 

the'w,^^r .was warm^andj clpudy. 1 


proposw^m "thy govefuesiSf „to take a w^lk 
round the house. We',lifid'hot raihbled 
far, when, iii a field, skirted by a wood, 

^ I'd.. ‘ W ^ 
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I saw a very deep ditch# the sides of 
which, forming a very gentle declivity# 
were covered with turf. At the bottom 
grew a prodigious quantity of very beau¬ 
tiful flowers, some of which I wished to 
gather. We got down without any diffi¬ 
culty: 1 gathered what flowers 1 chose, 
•and clambered up again to return to the 
house. Just at the moment# when my 
head and arms were above the bank# a 
gun went off, and the ball wounded me 
in the left arm. Overpowered with hor¬ 
ror* for I conceived that some one had 
designed to kill me, I sunk senseless on 
the brink of the ditch. 

On recovering my senses I found my¬ 
self in the hbuse# lying upon a bed# and 
surrounded by several persons# who had 
rendered m^ all the assistance in their 
power: my arm was mot broken; but 
the wound was severe. When I opened 
iny eyes, one single object met my View, 
and rivetted my whole attention: this 
was a young ma i of a most prepossessing 
countenance, pale, and bathed in tears: 

VOL. I. D 
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he was kneeling^ at the head of my bed. 
He accosted me in the most afiecting 
language that grief can suggest: I listened 
to and gazed'^at him with inei^ressible 
emotion) and notwithstanding the dis« 
order anji' incoherence of his address, I 
at lengW collected) tha\ being abroad 
shooting while I was gathering the flow¬ 
ers, he had just taken'^m^at a covey of 
partridges, at the very 'momCTt when I 
was coming up out of the ditcli....Thi8 
account deeply moved me: but what 
was my surpnse to learn that Jtbis yoUng 
man, so interesting and so tender, was no 

other than Roquelaure !.That name 

made me shudder: he perceivM it. 

“ Yes,” replied he, it iS^the name of 
an eiteAy, but of an enemy on whom 
you are revenged if you hate him. Oh!** 
continued he, what words can describe 
' the horror of the moment when I beheld 
jfour «mgelic figure rise all at once amidst 
•a bush of flowers, arid,, m suddenly drop 
'ifrom the effect of the nuschievous ball 
discharged by my unfortunate band!....I 
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flew to you, with the determination nc^ 
to survive if you had been d^d: I furi¬ 
ously pushed aside the woman lyho at-' 
tend€fd;3|ou; I ^>took you my arms, and 
brought you hither !.,..Tn short. Heaven 
be praised, yoUr wound, whic^ Ldressed 
myself, js^not dangerous, and hot 
attended with any. ^b^ consequences; 
but Twish I co^d spare you the pain 
which it occasions**’ \ ^ 

Thi$ impassioned languag^f. astonished 
and profoundly affected me, I expressed 
my thanks in reply^ and RoqUelauh^, 

St 

apprehensive l^st it iftight do me harm 
to proIqiig. this conversation, entreated 
me to go to bed# and left me, saying that 
he would remain in my,antichamber till 
the arrival of my sister, to.whoipi^he had 
dijfpatcj^ed •a messenger. ^ The idea of 
being present an - interview .between 
iny sister B^<iuelaure 'gaye.pe ex^ 

tr4^e anxiety, and a thpuifand ^^ue in¬ 
quietudes. I knew tha& B$^gi .was abi«. 
sent, and the certeipty^tba^he^would not 
. come along with her produced a secret 

• l . " ' 

D 9 ' 
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satisfaction, for which I did not endea-* 
vour to account. 

As I had no feyer I would not go 
to bed; se;^ting myself, fherefore, in an 
arm-chair, I listened attentively to what 
was passij^g in the adjoining room. Ilo- 

* I u--' 0 

<JUolaufe^^was there, and from time to 
time 1-heard his voice. A surgeon, for 
whom he had sent tc^^the. little town 
of Aurillac, arrived in the evening. He 
removed the hrst dressing applieJ to my 
wound, and assured me that in ten or 
tt^elve days it would beperfecjtly heafed. 
During this second dressing the pain was 
so severe as to make me cry oat. Roque- 
laure in the utmost alarm hurried into 
my chamber, and 1 endeavofired as well 
LcMld to pacify his apprehensions. 
He trembled to such a degree .that he 
was obliged to support himself against 
the back of my chair. .At*this momrat 
the d^r-opened, and; my sister ran to- 

'wards me vtitltextended, arins. iBut the 

.. • 

moment she:, saw Roquelaure she sud¬ 
denly. stopped: her arms, which were 
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Stretched out to me, sunk ; surprise, ca^r 
riosity, and displeasure, were depicted in 
her countenance, and she was fixed mo- 
tionlesa^to the spot. She knew not as yet 
any of the circumstances of my accident, 
except that I had reieeiVedl^ gun-ahot 
wound in the tirm. Not a wd^^tikd 
said to her respecting-Roquelaure. She 
looked stedfest^ at him r liis sorrowful 
air, his eyes swimming in tears, betrayed 
but too visibly what was passing in his 
soul....The"suiY€on, and the women who- 
\i^re in my ebanab^, htwing retirec^^ 
fell about my sister^s neck'; but she re¬ 
ceived me with coldness, which I had 


never before eKperienced. Roquelenre 


briefly rcirfted how the affair had hap¬ 
pened; and then, " without gl#iig her 
time to reply, thus proceeded You 
know not, madamj the full es^tent of my 
misfortune !.:...This day- of horrOr and 
anxiety has for ever decidedfete; 
an acknowledgihent which ) deierihinedr 


not to make"excet>t inly^qr "ptescnce. 


I adore your charmtng;sister-^’^ ‘‘Hold/* 
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wed my sister in tfte tn,Sst imperiow 

J- Ti f ^ 

tone: “stop; thislangti^e'from a Cal¬ 
vinist and a'leB'el iS an insult;" besides, 

i “ 

my sister” is alifeady engaged ;‘^e has 
solemnly pr6nii^d her haiid.' Br6gi is 
her loTCi^gSS^' she is passiditfately' at¬ 
tached Iri ^^hisWord passion¬ 
ately , tlieire' seemed tie a very 

o^ehsive exa^erati6h;'^tw 1 cMfst not' 
contradict her. Ro^iiekure, thunder¬ 
struck at' this intelligence^ raised his 
eyra towards'heaven ^ and after a mo- 
silODce rejoihe^: truly 

uhfoftUni^e what of that? 1 yow,'ne- 
verthelessj to^devote to her"iny thoughts' 
and my life; rshall.dhver she lifeirtnbre ; 
but she'will hear^bf ine/*... At t'bese wolrdit 
my s^yi^shrugged^hhr shbiltdera vHtlt^ 
the lliostebntemptUDusiex^feslfbh. Tbf#' 
action Vexed me'to ’auoh'a 'deg^e ’a» 
to dis^l. ail the feat 'whflc^hfer presence* 
had ' Rdcjuelaai'h hinne up to 

#r “ IFarJ^l,^' said* fiti '‘*be happy ; 
b^^deigd'at leali^ to thlPih^ that I have 
your piiy!"....“ Yes", ftoquelaure,” I re- 
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pjied, rely,upon piy Q;ieQdship, ^nd the^ 
gratitude that 1 shall ever feet ^towards 
the generous deliverer of my lister. May 
heaven ^lighten you^^and restore you to 
the true^ religion and to your king 
Be assured^” ansjvrered, “ th^t not* 
\rithstanding the weakness aid|^oleoce 
of his effemioBte tqiniops, if He;|ry 
had a SQ|i, I x#d never hnve forsaken, 
his banners; but l)e bps Ipng qeased to 
reign, find we hi^Vf; no })eir.t;o|he throne; 
he has renounced glory and the tented 
'field. I have quitt^ his degraded 
but should nevervhsvp dqserted from his 
camp. Nevertheless, if you desire it, 1 
will ret|jiri|t tq^my all^iance to hint, as 
soon as 1 can do so without betraying 
the interests of my> party, thoig|;|i I am 
ready to sacrifice my oprp jtp obey^you in 
this particular.>,As tojeligion, ][ promise 
to procure instruction, ^Qa 4his point 
I cannot yield* .exc^t;^ to 
alone; 1 .will gDxi^U8ly^q|d sincere] 
ae^k theyrufh^ apd^f | fiqijt.confonnp 
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ble to your faith, it will be doubly deatr_ 
to me.** 

' This address excited in me an. emo> 

' I 

tion which I took no pains to conceal. 
“ Farewell, Roquelaure,’* said I, “ my 
good wishes, «hall go along,with you, 
and^eyei^^ay of my life, I will pray to ’ 
heav^ in your behalf.*’ .. So saying, 1 
held out my band tQ.hji||^ he grasped it, 
end drppping upon one knee, he kissed 
it, bedewed it .with, tears, and Without 
uttering another word, abrtiptly rose, 
„^ted to the^door,'^and disappeared, o I 
sunk .into a chair, and bui^t into tears. 


My sister then gave yent tp her. feelings. 
Spite, .jealp.usy, and the^ vehemence of 
passion, entirely deprived .hey of the i^se 
of r^|P. Humbled, disappointed, ex¬ 


asperated, her grief was, equalled...o|i)ily 
by her rage, and, her rej^ntment. She 
accused. inq of i'piprudcnce apd fickle¬ 
nesswith. the keenest irony she ridi- 
,jpuled my childish credehtyr: my tender 
j^miseratiop fpr. a passion, of which. 
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she declared, Iio<|udQUTe;wbuId think^ 
just as much as of his promises wheh he 
should have" i^jdtned his troops. She 
added she was t}uite delighted that she 
hadwitnessed^^so ludicrotis a scene, which 
.had completely cured ^her of all the 
esteem she had conceived fo^ vHiis ene¬ 
my of the good cause. Here, for the 
first timc^^ I inte^lhpted'her. What !*^ 
said I, do you not esteem* Roque— 
lanre?^'—I think him perfectly despi¬ 
cable.”—“ He, despicable Yes, he I 

In^y opinion there cair be^notbingmc^^. 
despicable than thdt levity with which 
he promised to betray his party, and to* 
renounce his rBligion.”>-^^^'He said' ex^ 

s ' 

pressly thfif he would ^ not betray hi^ 
party, and be has- not proiplsed’ tfjpbetray 
his religioh^- he has .only given hirword 
. that he-tvouid seek instriwjtioni”-—“ Do 

f 

you presutne" tO''defend'a-man-who irtt 
trhitor to his king?’^—Ho-' is odiy'ihiO- 
led: "he is ^jA-^twehty-f^tr J*ears o^ 
age.”i—*** A bferetic ihto 4he'- ba%ajn?**a— 

tf ih , 
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** 1 have a presentiment of his conver¬ 
sion f magnanimity paves the way to it.”* 
** Is it possible to be at fifteen so auda¬ 
cious, so ungrateful, and*so vain ? for va¬ 
nity alone can have instigated you to es¬ 
pouse the cause of this man, whom you 
so abatHrdly suppose to have conceived 
an ardent passion for,you: and this idea 
makes you forget your'Iover, your king, 
your God !....Such, then, is the return 
you make for the education I'have given 
you, and all that I have done for you 

^ifer sobs tioM? choked' her utterance.I 

rose, went up to her, and would have 
taken her by the hand, but she rudely 
repelled me: I began to feel unwell, 
and threw myself upon -my bed. Af¬ 
ter a a^nce of a quarter of an hour, my 
sister, reflecting on^be wound which I 
had received, and the powerful emotions 
which I had experienced, considered 
that s'tteb' a scene knight be attended with 
ic<'|Btal cons’e({ueBce8; shk seated herself 
‘by my pillow,, and spoke to me'in terms 
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of soothing fondness. We sgcnbx^ced one« 
another, mutoally promising neyec, to 
mention Roqi^ela^e ^ain.. . • 

The owners of the numsion.^riivpdin 
the .evening; my..j|ister again, had the 
mortification to hear R<^uelaure. spokea 
of in my presence, pn^ tha^|i!|ith the 
highest encomiums. M*IX***, the mas-^ 
ter of the- hout|4|jf^e venerable old nian» 
had formerly rendered an important ser¬ 
vice to the .father of Roquelatire, and the 
latter, put of gratitude for this kindness^ 
had declared himself the pi^otec^or.of h^ 
little, estate and.qf.his tenants, .whpse 


property, throjugb interferenqe, was 
spared by the rebehi,. A tpousaud apye<^, 
dotes were-told of bis‘ generpsity, which 
were indelibly ..imprinted on my .Mmory., 
M. had S;evj^vtim.($s .invited.lum. 

to hunt and shoot on^'hia i^j^ate; hut he 

1 ' 

had ne.yer a v afled jh tjnsdf, of ^.thi ^ peratw?- 


sion till that very day.. cThis.qonmi^tiQii 
lasted;<the wholft'jg.vening^ nttfwJthstaiif^ 
ing all the endeavours my sister,^ tgi*- 
break it off, or to change the subject.. 
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A violent attack of fever prevented my 
departure the following* day: my sister 
was uneasy, $ind bestowed on me the 
most affeetionate attentions. In three 
days I was so well that I was able to 
set out, and to take leave of our hosts, 

On entering our mansion we met Br6- 
gi, who had just arrived.- I felt a pain¬ 
ful embarrassment at seeing him again: I 
still imagined that I loved him in pre¬ 
ference toev'fery other: my conscience had 
nothing to reproach me with, but my 
lieart, more delicate and more ehligiht- 
ened, secretly warned me that I had rea* 
son to fear the pene#ation of Br6gf.,..My 

sister gave him an account of my extra- 
• • 

ordinary adventure, carefully^suppressing 
t|;^e sei^ments whicfa"^ Roquelaure had 
manifested tbwards me, and "Br^gi never 
entertained the slightest suspicion of the' 
matter. * ■ v 

Tbexcry day after our return, my sis- 
positively declared that 1 should be 
linited to Brfigi* before the exptration of 
the ^ truC:e; though she had always told 
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me that he should nof receive my hand 
till I had completed my seventeenth year, 
and I was not yet sixteen ! 

Every one was surprised at her preci- 
pitatjon, and Br^gi took advantage of this 
disposition to entreat^me not to oppose a 
a measure which would, crown all his 
wishes. A month earlier I should cer¬ 
tainly have insisted that, according to the 
first stipulation, he should wait till the 
conclusion of the war; ^but at this mo¬ 
ment it seemed as if the least resistance 
f>n my jjart would be an jmprudence)>.IM3d 
the disclosure of a secret. I no longeS* 
possessed that frankness which springs 
from a heart that is fr^e, and ths^t has 
nothing dissemble: J grew timorous 
and fearful; 1 agreed to tbpjpi^osal, but 
the chaplain who‘was . to have performed 

X 

the ceremoiiy was- taken 'illy and it wa$ 
in consequence postponed." 

Meanwhile my sister> away^jd by a pas¬ 
sion not les^ violent than unfortunate, 
astonished' all abdut her by eccentitici- 
ties in her.behaviour, fits of ill-humour, 
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and gusts of passion, which had never 
before been observe^in her. 1 no longer, 
saw her alone; she avoided with extreme 
caution eVery interview of this kind; 
she manifested an extraordinary animo¬ 
sity^ against the insurgents, of whom she 
never spokitTbut in terms of contempt and 

i 

indignation, declaring that she burned ^ 
with, impatience for the expiration of 
the armistice, that she• might recom¬ 
mence Operations, and complete the ex¬ 
termination of those odious heretics. 
Si|i^ were her expressions. , ^ ^ 

At^length the war was renewed: the 
day before thefirst.engi^ement my sister > 
insist^^ that though the chaplain was 
yet ill, and unable to go to thecfiurch, ^ 
that.l shoi^ be ,betrothed in his chs^m- 
ber, and thkt the conttaCt.shoulckbe exe- ^ 
cuted*v, ^this 'ceremony -my sister 
delivered a sivprd , tp «Br6gi, saying' 
May yo^ wUh this, weapon piOrce the 
hiHl^ of the insolent^ leads!’ of the re- 
.These words^^ade jne shud- , 
der.,,.the ebam^ filled.^with the 
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gentlemen who* served under my sister...^ 
Br^gi took the sword, saying: **'I t^earto 
seek Roquelaure, and to'aim all my blows 
at bim !"\.*/* We swear^the^me unani¬ 
mously!’* exclaimed all the other war- 
rlors.-Z^RoquelaureSball perish! Roqtie- 
laure shall perish*!• tbiiar name, at 

this terrible denunciation^ I observed the 
unfortunate creature turn" pale^ whe^ 
'would have laid dowii her life to $ave 
that of this rebel against whom her h6|)€- 
less love had just kindled this frantic 
fhry....I ,felt myV blood •chilled 
veins; {* would have retired, but Bregi 
detained md. feet me* go,** ‘ ^said I, 
“ let me go: lTei§[pentJ^nloUr,.%Ut^^I^ 
ferocityl*** With these w6rda;^I diseii- 
gag^ myself,’ tod^ran and myself 


up iir my*apartment.' ^ 

"My sister passed" th#viflidfe night in 
the mbst dreadfuf agitati^i her ii!/omeb 
told me the next mbrning' ttiai^l^e never 
went to bed, ttbt had '^alked the greai^^ 
part of the frighten the^encestral hal]^(^s 
we called an extenkiVe ^^|kty filled with 
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family portraits) ; that she went out two^ 

I 

hours before day-break, saying:— To¬ 
day I shall be killed, I will go and pray 
thatsheacco^ingiy repaired to the chapel, 
and in about an hour went and awoke the 
chaplain, to whom she confessed her¬ 
self. At sht o’clock she ordered her horse 
that she might go to the hghu I rose and 
went to embrace her, but her looks terri¬ 
fied me: there was a wildness in her 
eyes which it is impossible for ine to 
describe. She pressed my hand, and 

V 

sUld'in a very low tone I forgive him^. 
pray for himv’ She then mounted her> 
horse and departed. . v 

Oppressed with tltemost gloomy.pre¬ 
sentiments, I spent tlie day in^<ears, and 
found n^ii^lief but in praying to God 
with^all the^ women belonging to the 
mhn^ioni but towards evening we paused 
every^ihoment^:imagining that we heard^ 
the sdim#of a horse’s feet.. I flew to the 
,^||irdow, or ran down to -lhe court yard, 
abd'^ went as fkr as the draw-bridge : 1 
listened^ and always fancied Uiat I heard 
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the din of arms at a distance*... Some¬ 
times 1 in^agined that some bad news had 
been received and \S^as kept from my 
knowledge. I cfuestionedalh^e servants, 
who, to dispel my fears, assi^d me that 
we had the advantage over the enemy in 
point of number : they exaggerated this 
advantage, and I burst into tears.... 1 
was certainly uneasy oh account, of 
Br^gi, and more especially aboiit my sister; 
but my heart was racked also by another 
apprehension, which 1 was obliged to con- 
egal; wlyle I was obliged*tolisten 
wishes which «]1 about, me were express*' 
ing for the defe:^ and destruction of - the 
generous Roquelaurei “ At least/’as^l, 

do not v^sh for his*death; such a wish 

* 

is impious and reprobated byvtsMigion/* 
At seven ^$tt night a messenger at length 
arrived with the most^disastrous tiding. 
After some preparation ^I.was informed 


that on this day my sister ha^^xposed 
herself to danger with inconceii^bleil^ 
merity, and had received a wound in' the 


side, 


which did^'hot seem to be danger 

i 
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ous; that Brigit ’ whd i*ith the utmost 
intrepidity had persisted-in singling out 
and'attacking 'RaqUelaure, h«fd been'van¬ 
quished, ^■Binned' by bibi, and 'taken 
prisoner'; ^stly, that great numbei^ had 
fallen on. both sides; that ther enemy was 
victoriodUP; that we >bad nevertheless 


effected our retreat in'good order, and 
that' our -adversaries, who had engaged 
with very- inferior numbm, had lost so 
many men, that notwithstanding this ad¬ 
vantage, th^ would be''Unable to keep 
.||lb£eld because' they wem in« want bf 


reinforcements, - with 'which' our army 
could be immediately supplted. I was 

assured that Brtei was'not wouUdcNlj ^o 

* 

that my sister was nOwthe oidy object of 
myanjtiilly: I was'preparillgtb’take horse ' 


to-**go and meet her, when *1 heard' a 
great noise of hQVS«%,ap‘proaehing, and the 
dra^rbrids*^ let-dbwn/' It* was she, ee- 


cOmpanyi^ by pur' prindpal ''Warriors.' I 
towards my sister sbe was dejected 
pain, but her looks bespoke resig¬ 
nation and'cdmposuref^-sh(b'received me 



l>Jt LA .FAjrBTTE. 

if not with affisctio9> a4 least v^itH Itind> . 
ness. 1 conduced her to chamber ; 

I 

she went to bed: a.B^rg6on^ep^fmined 
wounds (for s}^;/ had sevei?^^ he 
assured me that I needt hol^ilpeiUnes^sy. 
She sliewed me a wouni^frWi^,she;ha(l 
received in the thigh, saymgtlliltjt.was 
inflicted in the heatTof the,battle byjAe. 
hand of Roquelaute^ adding) with.a sai^^ 
castic smile not \dTaw uny . 

tears from his ej/es/^*^ without 

giving me time lo re|fty^^she^^ordered me 
toYetire« 1 offered to eii«up* with 
but she drily.-repeated: lier ordtr to. gt^.ta 
bed, and l .obeyed.., 1 h^d'-got to the 
door !of' hfif chamber,, when she celled, 
me back anil looked>^me fuU. i|i,4he face* 
** You.must be'#eiy uiieasy,;! suppose,'*. 
said- she, ‘y about poor Btfegi.* *> ** He ie 
not wounded,vI undso^st^add*' 1 4o n^t 
know, but he^fought .liiritb such ^Qktfepidir 
ty that be can scarcely help beiHp^ep^i'.at.. 
any rate he.js aprisoner, andio'lbe^potl^M 
of an enemy, of a rival.;?* .*.* On.thaM'Wj^.^ 
6ccount'''he‘»wilt bovt.he -beltec 4reated,v. 
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“ What an opinipn you have of that man ! 
Beware of him... but now go, leave me.” 
So saying she drew her curtain. 1 an¬ 
swered only with a deep sigh, and retired. 
I was so agitated that 1 had no hopes of 
being able to sleep a wink all night, and 
threw m^rself, without undressing, upon 
my bed. At six hi the morning my 
maid entered my chamber, crying out 
that Br^gi was come. I ran immediately 
into the passage, where 1 met Brd^gi, and 
went with him into a room.—-He inform- 
j)(].,me that BLoquelaure, when be learnt 
bis namcy and that he was on the eve of 
marriage with me, had instantly set him 
at liberty, and refused every kind of 'ran¬ 
som.* This magnauimous'foe,” conti¬ 
nued Bi^, has blended with this ge¬ 
nerous procedures chivalrous gallantly 
which augments its merit. Here ‘is a 
iK)te» wbieb he requested me to deliver tc^ 
you/^ Jli^ these words, moved to the very 
llPilltom of my soul, 1 took the paper with 
a trembling hand, and read as follows 

♦ Historical. 
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I restore ta you the man whom you 
love! I will not be the disturber of hap- 
pinessy a jeweV very rarely met with in 
the toilsome pilgrimage of tj^is dreary 
life, in which so many anguished hearts 
groan without hope and 'withdut con- , 
solatioh. That you may ' enjoy 
uninterrupted happiness, is* the sincere 
wish of 

V _ ^ 

Roquelauee.” 

. ‘ ■i' i ^ 

Just as 1 had finished reading this 
affecting note, a servant ^came to telLiiS 
that my sister, having heard of Br^gi’s 
return, desired to see us both ; we there¬ 
fore repaired to her apartment. I - per* 
ceived ^n alteration in her looks, which 
struck me, but the' surgeon ehpmrtained 
no Japprehensions. She questioned Br^- 
gi, who repeated the^ aecoQiit^which he 
had given me, ^adding a great many other 
circumstances, ^^vlmust cpnfess^^ conti^ 

nued he,. that'1 never saw a man . fisfiir' 

* 

wbomli,felt so much esteem f io fab 
whole pi^rson these is a dignity which 
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bespeaks the elevation of hW souU and 
at the same time a tincture of melancholy 
and a tenderness which are powerfully 
interesting^; He spoke to me concerning 
you/*"Saad‘Br6gi, turning to me, “and of 
the pain'^he suffeied oii account of the 
^accidetiti^to which you had nearly fallen 

a victim. 1 told him that you had per- 

1 

fectly recovered from it: he replied he 
knew that> because he had taken the 
nec^saiy precautions to be informed of 
your condition. He repeated that after 
^ch an event) he considered it bis duty 
'to seize^an opportunity of rendering you 
a service;, but he particularly desired me 
to assure you, that even supposing this 
unlucky accident had never happened, 
ha should not have hesitated to send 
back to you the .husband of your choice. 
In idiortv^l hen^rHwitnessedr such kind- 
hess, 8acb.gene^sity. 1 could not help 
observ^ how deeply i regretted that be 
^litts en^gedin so bikl a ccuse* * I shall 
^sisake it/'replied be, *^as soo^aa-jean 


(do sir with honour )^! have promised 
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wouldy and this en^gement ^ hold 
sacred/* * 

During this relation^ every word of 
which penetrated, to^the of noy 

heart, the agitation of my unhappy sister 
was inexpressible: I observed her severa.l 
times change colour; ^,^Notwitbstaniding 
the too lively interest which I took^ in 
this recital, 1 could have wished it bod 
been in my power to silence Br^gi, who 
was at* length interrupted by my sister. 
“ Without doubt,** said she, while, her 
feelings frequently checkeciher a4.leran$iill^ 

he could not speak to yau.qpncerning " 
me but with horror?*^-—By,no means/* 
answered Brigi;nay, he even highly 
admires your courage; he calls you a 
heroine; but be knows tbat/jipu bate 
him/*"»—“ That I . hate-him:i**~^> Yes, 
and indec4 jmu are wrong: it is cariyiog 
the spirit of party to too great leng4hs^^.,«.. 
At this moment the surgeon etit^j^, felt 
my sister’s pulse, and told, ue that 
was feverish, and fhak oiir ^ conversli^ 
tioiiE did her hwou AImI i ■Jciieir'iit 
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but too well already. He sent us out of 
hcr^chamber. I got rid of Brfegi,. under 
the pretext that having passed a sleepless 
night I had need of rest. I ran and 
shut myself in a closet, where, without 
molestation, 1 could give a free vent to 
my sorrows. For more than an hour 1 
shed bitter tears, witliout having one sin¬ 
gle distinct idea. I was deeply sensible 
of my misfortunes : their weight op¬ 
pressed me the more as I had nei^er yet 
had courage to look them in the face, 
but shrunk from the very thoughts ,of 
them. At length I probed my „heart, 
and there I found a guilty and insensate 
passion for an object from whom every 
thing concurred to separate me, and that 
t6o»wh^ I had plighted my faith to ano- 
‘therl.... Each succeeding reflection 
aggravated my distress. .1 was the rival 
of^asister, a benefactress, whom herjeaa^ 
lou^ would perhaps, consign to the 
;t6mb.. .. How was I to sootli her mi- 
^^ry, raised as it was to the highest 
.Mtch ! My presence was hateful to her; 
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I <Vas afraid W**^eakft>g t6 her;'* she re¬ 
fused my attentidns; 1 had flreither gtiido 
nor adviser.. * 'In Ihe mwisir'if these irie- 
lancholy feflecti6tA^ {'read CLo^uelanre’s 
note again ; and thle'hfTecting plMge 6fa 
love so delicate and so genei^ous aggraN>r 
vated my grief, by idet^asing thy gra^ 
titudc and my admiration. Roq4i4e« 

laurel*^ 1 exclaimed, it is alone$* 
%vho am without hopCy as well as v^ithoiU 
consolation. Thou Itast nothing to re¬ 
proach thyself with : thy noble heart was* 
free^; thou hadst a right to dispose of itu# 
‘Thou wilt not bo compelli^d td^^eontract 
a hateful aliisacethou at least e^joyest 
thy generosity; the Remembrance of me^ 
will not beoaccqtmpauied with aught that^ 
should tinge tby^che^; tKou haeM^ted 
the felieity 9f hc^ng and 

of declaring^ thytfj^ntina^iils to the objMt> 
of thy prej6ar©ru3e4 ?6j^llyt glory 
make thee amends worthy of 
soul, white. I, tenhappy wretch, 
conceaUa criihiual Vithi^ t^hou^ 

shalt nevet have>rto^i3^ I mdlh 

VOL. I, £ 
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be the pjrey of tordoents and remorse^ 
without beings able to hope for tby pity/' 
In these painful reflections I was in¬ 
dulging wh^ the surgeon came to inform 
me that he began ^to be uneasy at the 
state of my sister, and that her fever be- 
' gan to assume an alarming character: he 
added that she was inquiring tor me. I 
Went to her immediately. She sent away 
her women, and desired me to sit down 
within the curtains of her bed. She was 
so oppressed that it was some moments 
*«before she ^ould speak: at length she 
asked me if 1 bad preserved Rociuelaurc’s 
note. I replied that I stiii bad it. 
‘‘ What exclaimed she* “ when you 
have plighted your faith tb another — 
«« himself has read the note, which 
whs not sealed.*’*—Br%i has read it! 

' bi|t was bp aware of its real signification ? 
tfat§'rest« fire?; ancN’if 

youY beart is'cbliiigedj'iftyoufeel disin- 
"oKoedto the match) you* may iMill break it 
off { as your guardian) I allow and autno- 
rize ybu totio it/' These words she 
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littered with an effort whioh proved to 
me how dear this kind of indulgence and 
generosity cost hercf,..”. Nol” cried 
I, “ no, X will my wordU .The chap* 
lain can leave his room; .to-morrQW» the 
first thing ia«thh morning, X will marry 
Br^gi At these words myeistCr threw 
both her arms ahou<t<iny tteefc, and pressed 
me with transport to' her bosom. Our 
tears mingled together. This moment, 
which irrevocably fixed my &te, and de> 
stroyed the happiness of my whole future 
life,>was nevertheless productive of some 
V satistaction to me. . 1 bad §;iven my un« 
fortunate sister the oply consolation which 
she could possibljt. receive. ' I felt my 
resolution Sitrengthened, and my grief be¬ 
come less poignant; and suchgpill al¬ 
ways ha thof .happy frnits of, a virtuous 
sacrifice... In a few mautes my sister, 
inclining her face towards my ear, whis¬ 
pered; “ I should lt}t^4o see his wri¬ 
ting,” I hadt^io di^CuUy to guess that 
' she wished to read ItoqUelauiffe i^te. 1 
. took it from my bosom and gave it to 

E S 
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her. .Her hands trejoibled so violently 
that she c&uld scarcely Bold it. She'read 
it more tnaif obee to herself, *and then re> 
turned it.w^t '^ih W^tehrs. 1 took it 
arid tore it in pieces. “ C/Vh ! what are 
you ligiog l^'cried 8h%. ** ft is my doty,” 
answered I, “* to forget, it^ cbntents; to 
think of them ^o-ttiorr^ would be a 
crime. Br^^i shall be roy husband. *' O, 
my dear girl V’ she exclaimed, “ that 1 
had pdsseised the same comiddud over 
m^aelf 1 In that case 1 should not now 
1$e the victim' of a passion which is 
hlftrying ^me to the gr&ve. ’No positive 
duty indeed l^rbWe it; but it was such 
as reason couldf nof fipproVe. Instead of 
bania^ing k dangerous idte f^om my ima- 
ginatiOT, 1 sufiefed W^lf'to be absorbed 
by it. ''1 'xB'dde 'it ‘the kdbfegt Of all my 
reveries, and of 'theVdlost' ehimhrical 
hopes. 

I had'soOifb&fohd eihglethongfat, to 
which all my'flUds and all my actions 
were'siibordinhie;' my sensibility was 
inflamed, my Teiebn clouded; all the 
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other soft affectioDi^ whicli had till then 
constituted the delight of my dife* were 
weakened.; nay^ 1^,imagined»|hat they 
were,wholly’exting^i^^ itt Qiy heart, 
because I compared tfa^m.with ^^'im¬ 
petuous passion wbjefa th|^. rei^Md with 
sovereign sway, crue^oiisy 

infinitely aggi^atfd, hiy Ppn^. You 
have just dispelled its a^o^t t^fmen^ing 
fears; and nOMrlJfei|l t^at’4slandered my 
hearti when I ^cie<| tHt^l had ceased to 
love you. Ah I ,ii^y,th^8pactacle of a 
vehemeat'^passi^n, aj^d p^the injusti^ 
and evils whiqh'it pi^^dces, at l^ist 
a wholesome to ypu ; and be as¬ 

sured .that it is'imp<S^h}^, for a female to 
fall into th^ specie^^«insWtty except 

by an inexcusably .d^eakneSs^ .a^ when 
she has fnlii^e no e^^^to retain jme com- 
matids^yver ^ereylf,*' Pyeply affected 
while'hstening jto ^is painful and im¬ 
pressive,cmijM^I^'^epiihFa^ed my sister, 
and offered^ pvjfty j;hat my 

tenderness i;otil!^spgge^.^^iie s«!ptned to 
grow more computed'and 1 

E 
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myself that this conversation, by sooth¬ 
ing her sorrows, would contribute* to her 
recovery. ^ 

_ ' I 

From that moment I determined to 
banish Roquelaure from my memory for 
' ever ; think, thenceforward, of nothing 
but the good qualities c^’Brfegi and my 
duty; to avoid being left alone with ray 
own heart; above all, to shun indolence, 
and to throw myself into the arms of re- 

i 

ligion, who strengthens the weak, who 
blesses pure intentions, and whose divitie 
precepts are capable of supplying the want 
of'^xperience, by pi^ei^ing us from that 
levity which leadfs us Intd.errors. 

The ne^t morning T rose .at the first 
dawnOT day, and’Inquired concerning my 
sister. I was told th^t she h^d passed a 
bad ni^t, but had been asleep about an 
hour. 1 had, the pre^ding^evenin^i coift- 
municated my’’inteptiooa- lo Brfei, who, 
overjoyed^ .caine tq cbndoct^me to the 
chapel. My dejection, and-the redness 
of my eye»»-aMicted, but" without sur- 
'-isin^ him. My sister’s condition might 
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but too well account for the extreme de- 

✓ 

pression of my spirits... I went to the foot 
of the altar to pronounce the irrevocable 
vow! I promised, from the bottom of jny 
soul, attachment and constancy: religion 
required nothing more. I prayed that I 
might be happy; or, in other w^ds, for 
peace of heart and virtue. 

On leaving the chapel, we went to my 
sister, and presented my husband to her. 
She received me with open arms: her 
caresses gave me pain... This wathe first 
emotion that 1 had to stifle in the re* 
cesses of my heart.... But this unfortupate 
sister soon engaged my whole attention... 
She continued to grow visibly worse; and 
a physician»wbom I sent for the ^t day, 
and who only came that morning, declared 
that she vipis in danger. My grief was 
inexpressible; but it was infinitely 
heightened, when, the same evening, 
the physician *tb>Id us he had po hopes 
of saving her life. She desired that the 
sacrameqts might be administered, and 
received Uiem with the most impressive 

£ 4 
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piety. I passed the night in her chamber. 
An hour before day-light'she wrote a few 
lines. She then ordered all the attendants^ 
toJeave the room ; and, ^calling me, di¬ 
rected me, to sit down, and listen to what 
she should say* She held in her hand a 
small c^cifix, of which the cross was 
lapis^Uzuli, enriched wit^diamonds, and 
the Christ of gold. This she. sh^^'ved to 
me, saying, I have disposed of this 
crucifix, which was given me by our 
mother. .Roquelaure will renounce his 
errors !.,. Pre^mise me to send him this 
crucifix with that paper!’'.... As she 
uttered these wor^gi' she delivered to me 
a note, which she ordered me to read. It 
was as^llow^'s: ' 


** In a few moments T sjiall be no 
piore 1... A consolatory presentiment, i' 
sudden light, mitigate for .me aR the 
horrors of death! You;will soon abjure 
your fatal errors. ./ O Roq^elaftre! the 
wishes of the dyings are sacred* ^ Let the 
'first profession of,fuith, on your, conver- 
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sion, be proftcrunc^" at ttie 'foot of this 
cross, upon which I ^hall presently exhale 
my last breath 1'^ • - -- 

. r 




. After reading thr^hote, T Ml on my 
knees, shedding a tdtrent^bf t^ar^,^ My 
sister t<>ok botlt^ my in and 

pressed tier "heifrt vvith^tbe 

warmest affdbtioh.^ I soleninly promised 
to fnlfii her last injurictlons; she em¬ 
braced and blessed rhC": she energetically 
recommended my’ hhppttibss to Br6gi 
and from that moihchit ev^fy thing ib her 
announced perfedt^ coiri'pbsure and resig¬ 
nation. ■ In afe^ iniiii;^^-she. expired in = 
my arms'. ' 

My griefpknew no bouludS ; i-iiigma 
alone was ^lapable of moderating its ex¬ 
cess, i'firegK undertook the; melancholy 
duty bt-paying ^'#lasf' hdhours to my 
unfoVtUfiTatosisfeV. funerd eWe- 

molnies tliere^ watS" f«id A' singu¬ 
larity wbWii-dre\^ 4he per¬ 

sons' o^ consequence iu -^uveir^lie,* who, 
moreover, owed this homage?to her nie- 

E 5 
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inory for the cour^fege which she had dis* 
played in defivering the province from the 
violence and depredations of the rebels# 
All the \i|girriors whom, love and hope had 
armed in the good cause, and assembled 
under its banners^ "appeared in tHe pro- 

- ■ "A 

'Cession: a crown of laurel and her sword 
were laid upon the coffia. On the marble 

(ndnument was engraved^a Latin iuscrip- 

*■ ^ 

tion, to this effect i • 

“ She at once the example and the 
model of pu]^e virgins, of virtuous wives,, 
and of intrepid warriorsi"*^ • 

,' Meah^i^iilel .v^^as not unmmdfur of the 
order which shfe had given me when ex- 
piring; but.how was it to ^ executed ^ 
I was determined to have rto direct coin- 
municatjod with Roquelaitre; arid be¬ 
sides, 1 knew that bad left the pro- 

nf^i , ‘ ‘ 1 ^ 

vince/ After mature reflexion^ I thought 
it best'lo employ Bc4gi to execitte this 
^jredj'hjuhdtioD. I'acquai^^him with 
the secr^ br. the unfortunsite passion 
■ whicli my si^er had conceived ’for Roque- 
laure, diid delivered to him* the note and 
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the crucifix. Brtgi thought it perfectly 
natural that my sister should have care¬ 
fully concealed a passion >vhieh would 
have inflamed the hatred of so many ri-» 
vals devoted to her servicig, and who 

- V • ^ . ‘s. 

had been taught to hope that i|he would 
not chuse a Itysband except out of their 
number... He promisMtfiat h(^would 
find means to transmity in secret, to 
Roquelaure, this affecting and sacred 
pledge of such an ill-fated j^assion. He 
was of opinion that the peace would 
bring Rcquelaure to farts and to court; 
and as w'e were also to be there in a short 
time, it was determ^d that we should 

' -L . 

wait. 

My sister had left me her whole for¬ 
tune. Business detained us near two 
months in Auvergne; but at length we 
set out for Paris. We went to take leave 
of M. D***, whose mansion I could not 
visit without ecnotibn. Passine near the 
ditch where 1 bad gathered the flowers 
and received the wound, i perceived, 
with surprise,, that .on , the spot had been 
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erected a pillar of white marble, with 
this inscription:— Jjt expiation of an 
involuntary criine^ and to found a per-^ 
petual memorial^ there will be given at this 
placey cviiy yeaVj on the Sth of September^ 
at eleven o^clock in the mornings the sum 
of fifty crowns^ and a nosegay, of the wild-- 
^flowers' which grow in the ditch about this 
column^ to the most vhitHOHs, most irre¬ 
proachable^ and poorest village girl of this 
district, Hpquelaure, before hts depar¬ 
ture, had erected this pillar,^and provided 
for the continviance of the gift for ever/' 
This ingenious, Gonfnv^^nce, and this 
affecting recollection, revived in my heart 
sentiments yet scarcely stifled, v Bregi 
designed to spend a few daysvtt the house 
of^RLD*^^; but Ldissn^ded him froni 
that intention. The place renewed iin- 
pressk>n 9 that were extremely paiaful; 
and each' moment seemed to aggrava^ 
my ,, perturbation ' andv; chagrin. We 
proceeded thence -to Auriliac : there we 
.saw the redlowned Guy de Veire, who,' a 
few years before, having beeir chosen by 
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the inhabitants, from among the lowest 
class of -the people, to defend the town 
against the Calvin(i^ts, saved it by his 
courage, and was ennobled for his meri* 
torioos conduct on this occasion 

The treaty between Henry HI. and the 
king of Navarre did not put an end to 
the war amongst all the parties: some 
yet continued in arms,. Iloqiielaure 
joine^ that of the king, and obtained a 
commission in the corps copimanded by 
the brave Lanouo, into w.bich J3r4gi like- 

r 

vUse entered. Being continually in the 
company of Iloquelaiire, he assured him 
of the high esteem v^^ich he had con¬ 
ceived for him, and eagerly sought his 

/ 

friendship.^ With equal emotion and as¬ 
tonishment Iloquelaure . received the 
crucifix* and my sister’s note from his 
Imnds. When . 1.6nit delivered these to 
Bregi, I positively declared to him, that, 
considering Roquelaure as' the cause of 
my unfortunate sister’s death, it vt^ould 


* Iii9toficak'< 
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be impossible for me to endure the sight of 
him ; that 1 could not even bear his name 
uttered without pain, and^that 1 was de¬ 
termined never toadmit him into my house* 
Brcgi was grieved at this resolution; but 

* 

told me he had perceived that 1 harboured 
this- kind of resentment, which he 

I 

thought unjust, since Roquelaure had 
nothing to reproach himself with: “ Ne¬ 
vertheless/^ added he, “ I will pot lay 
you under any constraint; ^ I VUl not 
bring Hoquelaure to yoilj and will avoid 
all mention of*"him in your presence.'^ ' 

A few months after warded learned with 

€ 

sorrow that we were likely to have more 
fighting. Henry III. appointed Lanoue to 
the command of two thousand men under 
the Duke de Longueville. But the sup¬ 
plies of money failed: Lanbue flew ^to 

I 

Compidgne': the tradesmen refused, to 
deliver<^the provisions and stores which . 
he wanted to throw, inft) Senlis on any 
other terms than ibr ready money t Lanoue 
applied to some of the farmers of the re> 
venue, and from them also Kh received a 
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denial. ‘‘ W%U^ well^^ said he, ‘‘ then I 
must defray the expence myself: let those 
keep their mo^ey who value U more than 
honour Lanoue actually mortgaged all 
his estates to raise the necessary sup¬ 
plies. I am fond of recording!' such 
anecdotes, because they are particularly 
characteristic of our nation; among the 
French the most generous disinterested¬ 
ness always goes hand in band with the 
most^t^distinguished valour ; and yet 
Henry III. ffie prince who was thus 
served, was neither poss^essed nor was 
worthy of the love of his subjects. But 
what signifies it? In a monarchy ought 
not every man of honour to support the 
tbronl3 ? How many actions of this kind 
have we not witnessed. We had already 
seen Marshal de Brissac, who commanded 
inPiedmont, mortgage g,nd sell hiS estates, 
break off the marriage of bis dau^htf^r^ and 
apply her dowry to the purpose of paying 
the troops, and of reimbursing , the mer¬ 
chants, who upon bis word had advanced 
supplies. We have since seen the virtu- 
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Oils Sully cut down and^sell his timber 
in order to provide for the expences of 
the war, and a Crillon, a Bassompierre, 
and many other illustrious warriors, offer 
and give all that they possessed in times 
of urgent public distress. (5) 

Meanwhile frequent skirmishes took 
place before Senjis. llpquelaure^ who at 

Paris had received the demonstrations of 

* 

friendship and the advances of Brftgi, if 
not with coldness, at least with’ifextreme 

r< 

reserve, never quitted hins in battle^.and 

A ■* 

watched over his welfare'with ^11 the af¬ 
fection of the most intimate friend. 1 had 
remained at Paris, a prey to anxieties the 
more afflicting, as 1 durst not more than 
half avow them to myself. ♦! had the 

m 

tenderest friendship;for Bregi'i this at-«^ 
tachment and duty ,would spt^edily have 
triumphed over.^ unfortunate sentiment, 
had not,every thing, by an unaccountable^ 
fatality^onspired to recall incessantly to 
my mind, and to exhibit in the inosi; in- 
teresting points of view, that very object 
yrhich I was most solicitous to banisti 
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from my thoyghts. One day, vy'hen I Ava» 
shut up alone in ipy closet, in greater 
agitation and uneasiness than ever, a 
servant anuoun*ced .the arrival, of. a .mes- 
s^ger, who brought me the* following 
letter from Br6^i, 

O ' -if 

“.lowed-my liberty to Roquolaure, and 
now 1 am, indebted to biih for my life^ 
which he has t^aved at. the hazard of bis 
own. I,tt the late action be has received 
a very Sf^ere wound,- but .which, God be 
thanked, is f^ot at all dangerous. , I flatter 
m^rself th^t you will, not tlfink it strange 
if I shall, henceforth be devoted till death 

a , A. ■* «, 

to this incomparable man^sp magnanimous, 
in his gpnduct, so heroic in his friendshipj.. 
I should entreat yovi to oyercome your 
aversion to the sight, of him, had he pot 
himself conceived a. fitnilar repugnance, 
since he became,, agauty.nted with. the. 
sentiments which your^.unhagjw. sister 
entertained for him : liecause, a^^g told 
ine, he ,was sure you could not see him 
without paip. 1 must own 1 have en¬ 
deavoured to remove this idea, but in 
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vaiiT: I hdpe^ howei^er^ tha( in time I shall 
succeed. I shall not be completely happy 
till I enjoy the inexpressible satisfaction 
of finding myself at home, between an 
adored wife, and a friend so worthy of 
,my love and admiration.’^ 

This letter excited a thousand contend-- 
ing sentiments., It raised my gi^titude 
and esteem foe Roquelaure to tho highe;s,t 
pitch, for I could not doubt thatjij all he 
did for Br^gi he was influenced^lely hy 
a desire to promote nay happiness; and 
how was it possible not to entertein the 
warmest admiration for that h^rthc gene¬ 
rosity and delicaoy which caused him to 
refuse opportunities of seeing me... I was 
pleased with Brlgi fot his entuusia^pa and 
his'attachment to such a mau; but at the 
8«ime time, when I considered the secret 

• Jt - f 

motives of Etoquelaure’s actions, 1 could 

* 

not he^ feeling a sort of confusion, which.^ 
was very much like remorse, whan I caw 
Br^gi dote to such excess upon one who 
•in the bottom of bis soul was bis rival. 
When 1 heard him complain of my dis- 
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like of Roquolaure, it seemetVas if we 
were both deluding hiiH: 1 felt I had 
reason to. be gjad that 1 had been able to 
conceal my sentiments from Roquelaure; 
and yet I was vexed that he should be 
ignorant of them. “ Were he acquainted 
with tfiem,^* thought I, be would feel 
the higher esteem for ray conduct; all 
these painful efforts, all these sacrifices 
woultbqgt be thrown away; Roquelaure 
would OT mi re them ^ all these tears would 
be less bitter, fdf I should have his pity... 
ifesides, he %vould himself 1>e less wretch- 
ed. Oh ! how can he suppose that I can 
he insensible to -such.•magnanimity.I he 
must consequently belike me to possess 
an ordinary 80 ul...AWf he‘thinks that 
iny heart Was pre-occupied by a vehe¬ 
ment passion, he, Ivho so wdll knows the 
iilviolable fidelity of genuine lovel...My 
secret,' (carried to the tomly,' will Aerefore 
he biitied' in' the everlasting sUence of 
death.'’ 

These reflexions rent niy heart, and 
I fouftd* it every’day m6re and more dif- 
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iicult to prevent them from obtru^inig; 
themselves on my mind. 

The genius and brave^ of 'Lanoue 
soon relieved me from the most cruel of 
my alarms. /The Duke de Longuevjlle, 
who had the" chief command, and who 
w'as thoroughly sensible of the IlSents of 
Lanouc, now matured by experience, re¬ 
signed his authorily to the latter, and de¬ 
termined to fight under him like any 
other officer.* Lanoue, wllp eight 
hundred horse and fifteen hundred foot, 
defeated an i$rmy of twelve ^thousand 
men, and saved I^OTlis. Imihediately 
after the battle, %everal officers came to 
him, to'receive his instructions. ^ “ Go to 
M. de LongueVflle'for orders/^ said he; 
and then went and g^aVe bhck the com¬ 
mand which be had lent "him for a few 
hours.i^ * * 

Hbw great * Was my satisfaction' on 
hearing^hese ha;ppy tidings', and at' the 
same time thatvBr6gi had dislinguished 
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himself ,by his intrepidity, and that Ro- 
quclaure, in t^is memorable victory, bad 
displayed equal intelligence, talent, and 
valour...! was*.sincerely rejoiced to see 
my husband again: I ^rmly resolved to 
-think of him alone; but he was inces¬ 
santly talking to me of Roquelaiire: his 
friendship for him' had become one of the 

V ^ 

8l;rongest sentiments of his heart. In a 

' ' _ 

few months he informed me that Roque- 
laure, had f6r a year been receiving 
instruction in the trtiths of religion, %vas 
going to renounce the of Calvinism. 

To /me this circiimstance «afforded the 
most powerful aitd soo|hing consolation : 
there was every reason to believe th«t the 
great soul of Ro<)uelatir9 had yielded to 
conviction aloiie; but to me he owed the 
-sudden rosdlution of receivitig instruc¬ 
tion; but for me he would perhaps never 
have come to this determination, o)r at 
least his conversion* would ha^e been 
postponed to a much later period. Ijt 
seemed to me as if . bis recantation,. by 
expiating my weakness, purified.dur sen- 
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timents of all that was criminal and pro¬ 
fane, and that it for ever formed a fraternal 
and sacred tie between us. BrSgi, being 
invited by him to the Cereoaony,which was 
to be performed with great solemnity, 
wished to make him a present of a beau¬ 
tiful catholic prayer-book,. “ \^ou have 
one,^* said he to me, “ that is truly splen¬ 
did, for the excellence of the miniatures 
and the magnificence of the binding: you 
would second the last, wishe|^r your 
sister by allowing to have ft to prc- 
sent to him ii;^ your name, and after all 
that he has done for me, this ^ift would 
be highly appropriate.*' This pi'oposal 
was but too mubh in .unison' with-the 
secret feelings jgf nay heart for it to be 
possible for me to reject it. Br^gi pressed 
ibe to write a sentence on Sihlaok page of 
tbi^ book; and 1 accordingly wrote these 
words from the eighth chapter of Dejute* 
ronomy*^:— Thou -consider in thim 
heart that us a man (Aasleuelh fiis son^, so 
the Lord thyGod- ehastcneth thee. . 

Br6gi, well pleased with bis success, 
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took the book and set out with it for 
the church where the ceremony was to 
take place, while 1 shut myself up in my 
oratory ; and riever^id 1 pray to God with 
greater confidence, and fervour.; J,thought 
ofRoquelaure without remorse and with¬ 
out confiision: 1 represented his person 
to myself without daqger: 1 saw him at 
the foot of the altat: 1 heard him join me 
to invoke him who strengthens the weak, 
him ^^fl^mparts strength to conquer the 
passions. Methougiit a dii^ne bf nd now 
j^rified my heart, healed gll its wounds, 

and restored to it the delicious tranquil- 

_ ' 1 

lity of innocence. To m;!B RDq[ueIaure 
was now but a beloved brother 1 P thou, 
who throi^h me art brought back to the 
true religion,*’ i eAchkimed, thou ougbtst 
to be thankful to heaven ^fbr the accident 
which brought us together.! I shall have 
cost thee some/sighs during the ^rapid 
course of this frail and transient life, but 
thou wilt bless me in eternity: in this 
world eveiy thing has conspired to sepa- 

r 1 
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rate us, but the oath svhich thou art this 

r 

iftoment pronouncing will unite us tor 
ever in the abodes of bliss. Let no un- 
worthy, thought henceforth mingle with 
such exalted ideis and profene -so sacred 
a friendship! .Y6s, I feel that I am a 
partaker of the divine grace which God 
bestows OB. the new convert, and which 
thou art this moment receiving. The 
faith which, thou ethbracest, the light 
which. sheds its influence uplJih thee, 

t 

operate, also Opon.*';my heart; they raise 
me above my3elf«;.Oh! have not I ako 
fatal errors to renDupc.el...O,.Roquclaure! 
O, my-brother! I vow never,more to 
think of t^ee but in the presence of.God, 
of,.that supreme!'judge .of the'purity of 
our^ sentiments 1 Yes, I will shun thee 
without, a pang: 1 will perform my duty 
with <;heerfulneS8,,^With.joy; I shall,.be 
happy through virtue, ,1 shall derive in^ 
effable. satisfaction Trotp the conscious^ 

N / f. IL ■» 

ness of innqpence. Far, be me uo> 
ruly wishes,. secrpt,^complaints, criminal 
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and superfluous^ regretdo more than 
submit, I embrace with transport so noble 
a destiny/^ ^ ^ 

This enthusiasm was sincere, and it 
had an extraordinary influence on my 
sentiments and situation. If I have since 
felt some’^secret emotions which it has 
teen niiy duty to repress*, it has at least 
cost me but little to stifle them, and they 
have never disturbed the Happiness of my 
union with Brfegi. From that moment 1 
made it my whole study to please my 
husband, i^nd to strengtheif the esteem 
which was due to his excellent qualities. 
An infallible method of kindling jn our 
bosoms an ardent attachment lo Uiose 
whom duty Commands usf to love is to 
devote ourselves to their happiness: we 
soon conceive an affection fbr objects 
which engage our constant attention; to 
bestow this constant attention we mtist 
be continually thinking of them ; and how 
is it possible to forbear loving vvheh we 
excite profound gratitude, and deserve 
that return ? 

VOL. I. F 
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As soon as the cereihony of Roque- 
laiire’s recantation was over^ Br6gi came 
back to me. He told me that lloquo- 
laure had received my prayer-book with 
extreme emotion, and desired him to say 
that he woukl read a prayer in it every 
day, and would keep it moslSNicarefully 
as long as he Mred. , Br^gi added that 
Roquelaure during the whole ceremony 
had displayed the sincerest piety and 
dOvotion. I thanked God from the bot- 
torn of my soul, and sqpretly commended 
myself for hiving for thO her^rd 

Roquelaure's name uttered without pain 
and agitation. 


Sometime afterwards Bregi conceived 
the idea of procuring Roquelaure a very ' 
advantageous estiablishment, by bringing 
abotiit a nadtch between him «apd a young 
widow, Madame de who was a 

friend of mine, and possessed an im-^ 
mense fortune. 1 approved the plan. 

Madame de was a womjin of illiis- 

( 

trious birthvgreat beauty, and irreproach¬ 
able chsiracter. 1 undertook to speak to 
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tier concerning Roquelaure related to 
her all that he had done for Brfegi, I suc¬ 
ceeded in interesting her to such a degree^ 
that she was anxious to see him, and 
soon confessed that if she were beloved 
by him she should prefer him to every 
other maiiiwtth whom she'waa acquainted. 

Rrfegi, wh^.; was. dd^hted ^ to think 
how agreeably he should surprize his 
friend, had not communicated our de¬ 
sign to him ; but when the business wtts 
sufficiently matured, he proposed to me 
to«speak« toi ber ,* For 1 Itnow Roque- 
lauve/’ continued he: the fortune of 

Madame de ' ^5 and the advantages of 
this alliance, will not he sufficient induce¬ 
ments withehiml- Exclusivelv of the 

«/ 

austerity of his principled, and the deli¬ 
cacy of his sentiments, I know that he is 
strongly attached to liborty,vtind that he 
will never sacrifice it for a woman for' 
whose virtues and whose character he has 
not a profound esteem. Madame de 
is your friend; you are more intimate 
with her than 1 am; it is therefore your 

F 2 
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province to pronounce her panegyric, and 

a 

you alone can fix the determination of 
Roquelaure. Consider, moreover, that 

you cannot refuse the visits of the hus- 

■■ 

band of your friend/^—“ No, certainly,I 
replied, when he is so; but this match 
is yet uncertain, and as I am thoroughly 
convinced that such .an ij^terview would 
be useless, because you may say every 
thing that 1 can,relieve me from the pain of 
unnecessarily seeing a man to whom I 
ascribe the death of my sister. I esteem 
him, and ani sincerely inti^ested in his 
welfare: but his presence would revive 
disagreeable recollections, and give me 
real pain.^’ Brt^gi urged me no farther; 
his resolution was taken, die left me, 
and went straight to Iloqiielaure.*^ He 
assured him that 1 wished to speak with 
him immediately on an affair of import¬ 
ance. Roquelaure, surprised and con¬ 
founded, in vain enquired what I coutd 
want; Brfegi hurried him avi^ay, and 
brought him to me. 

How great was my surprise when my 
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do6r opened abruptly, and Bregi sud* 
donly entered, followed by Roquelaure* 
At this unexpected appearance my heart 
palpitated with such violence that I 
thought I should have fainted; I at¬ 
tempted to rise, but fell back on my chair. 
“Ah! iSfrfegi,” exclaimed Roquelaure, 
“ you have deceived rite; she did not 
want me; she did no_t expect me....*^ 
With Uiese words he turned back^ and 
was going towards the door, when Bregi 
detained him. 1^ could not endure the 
idea that 1ie%hould attribute the state in 
which he saw me to antipathy, and per¬ 
haps to the most unjust and extravagant 
hatred: this idea gave me fresh strength, 
and I called him back. “ Believe me,*^ 
said I, “ notwithstanding the painful re¬ 
collections which your presence renews, 
notwithstanding acute regret occasioned 
by the unhappy end of a sistt^r and a 
benefactress, I am deeply sensible how 
much I owe you, and share the gratitude 
and all the sentiments of your friend....^’ 
Bregi was delighted with’ the Jieaceful 

F 3 
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tenor of this address,^ Tor.wnicK he ten¬ 
derly tban^ked me. His thanks liiade me 

i ^ - 1 

blush, and threw me into^as much con- 

1 - ^ ^ 

fusion as ever. 1 looked trembling at 
il^oqiielaure; oiir eyes met; and the ex¬ 
pression of his'made me shudder. , He 
tArhed pale, and rested“against*^ie chim¬ 
ney-piece. In tliis mdmeSl^, which it is 
impossible to describe, I was overpow¬ 
ered by an inexpressible feeding of' min¬ 
gled confusion, remorse, and secret joy... 
It seemed as if I had revealed every thing, 
as if Roquelaure had heard'sdfili^sivered 
me. 1 was confounded and overwhelmed. 
Bregi resumed: to assure Roquelaure that 

I 

after this first interview I should not be 
so strange. ** No, no/' replied Roque¬ 
laure, there are impressions which time 
carfUot weaken.’' I made a violent effort 
over myself to interrupt this conversation^ 
and reminded Br^gi that it was time t# 
inform his friend^ of our hopes and plans 
in regard to him. Upon this Bregi ex¬ 
plained the business in a long address, to 
which l added a high panegyric on Ma- 
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dame de Roqiielaqre listened ta 

ns with, iey coldness; then addressing 
me, “ May I v^nture^ madamV* said he, 
with mingled emotion and earnestness, 
‘‘ to ask if this strange idea originated- 
with you?” I was thunderstruck, and 
had notJ^N^wer to reply. “ No,^' said 
Br6gi, “ it wi|(|I who first conceived the 
idea; but why do you think it strange?^* 
Because I have'told you a thousand 
times that I hj|Ve an invincible aversion 
to marriage.”—^\But consider the beauty 
of^ Mad^fl^e L***, her^ virtues, her 
fortune!”—“ I have made up my mind 
never to marryYou are so young, 
my friend ; at your age such a resolution 
cannot be ilTevcupable.”^—^ I shall never 
change it. I have devoted my life to my 
country, to friendi^hip; I have«placed all 
my happiness in a good conscience, and 
in the esteem of those I Love....While 
fortune affords roe opportunities of per¬ 
forming useful actions, or making gene¬ 
rous sacrifices, my existence will not be 
burdensome to roc. Is it not ^ thousand 

F 4 
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times more gratifying to be content witli 
yourself than to enjoy the favours of for¬ 
tune together with a heart into which 
you dare not penetrate, arid are afrakl to 
examine ?,...My happiness is not subject 
to the caprices of chince; it is inde¬ 
pendent as my mind : tiiy will 4^nnii>es 

***■ Hr 

and fixes it for ever; for n^human event 
can prevent us from living and thinking 
virtuouslyAt these tvords, uttered with 
the expression of the most profound sen** 
sfbility, involuntary tears flowed from 
my eyes; and the admiration e?'- 

torted them was of a cliaracter so exalted 
and so pure that I felt no embarrassment 
on account of them....Br6gi was equally 
affected, and Roquelaure, who was him¬ 
self moved, paused, and looked at us 
both« After a moment’s silence, he rose, 
came up to me, and with an agitation which 
alarmed me, Farewell, madam,” said 

f 

lie, “ ferewell! It is most gratifying to 
me to carry away the remembrance of 
your' heart-felt favours, but I will not 
abuse your generous sensibility, and 1 
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think I can give you no'stronger proof of 
my gratitude than in deprivfng myself of 
the pleasure of ever seeing, you again/* 
Without waiti^g fdr my answer^ he has¬ 
tily withdrew, and was followed by Bregi. 

For several days the image of Roque- 
laure ha||pted me incessantly. I had con¬ 
tinually tefoi^my eyes that elegant and 
majestic figure^ that interesting face, in 
which were expressed'all the emotions 
of a tender and magnanimous heart. All 
his words engraved upon my memory 
.^ve erased from it every other 
idea - those ingenious words whose real 
meaning was to me so impressive. 1 fan¬ 
cied tliat 1 still liOiird the inflexions of 
his voice. ^ I succeeded /at length, by 
keeping myself constantly employed, in 
banishing these cherished recollccljons; 
but they were not so dangerous for me 
as might be imagined. Roquelaure*s 
magnanimity awakened in me a useful 
emulation to raise my ideas Co that ele- 

I 

vation, to that sublimity of virtue, was 

V 
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to approach nearer to him, I no loagi*r 
represented him to myself under the cha¬ 
racter of an'impassioned lover: I beheld 
in him only an eulightenea judge, a ge¬ 
nerous friend, and a pattern of human 
perfection. The happ’int^ and glory of 
resembling and equalling >him :|^udered 
the greatest sacrifices easy t^>mo 5 and the 
inexpressible satisfaction of ^miring him 
with enthusiasm consoled me under all 
vexations. Oh! how ea?!^ it % . to 
strengthen oursel^^es in^ virtue, .when we 
find in what V/e love that ^apf^y coiir 
formity of ideas, sentiments,* and prin* 
ciples! With what alacrity we can ad¬ 
duce in this noble career, when a be¬ 
loved object precedes and invites us to 
follow in it. 

^ \,RQrquclaiire by his conduct acquired 

new claims to my gratitude. Brcgi, with 
• * 

;rii excellent heart and a thousand good 
qualities had the misfortune to be pas* 
siOuately kttnehed to gaming: and though 
our fortune was large,' yet this ruinous 
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propensity had^ during' the three years 
that we had 'been married;^ considerably 
deranged our affairs. 

One day wfieu Brfegi was with Roque- 
laure in a house where a party of gam-^ 
biers was assembled^ he joined them; 
and in^ii^ite of the remonstrances of his 
friend, who^, never engaged in games of 
chance, he persisted, played;all night, 
and lost fifey .tbaaisand francs, for the 
payment of“ which he gave bis ^vord. 
Koquelamre remained with him till the 
party tjggke^p; when Bregi, overwhelmed 
with despair, returned hpme, and could 
not conceal from me his extreme eifibar- 
rassnient. He liad., pronused « to p^ 
within twpnty-four hou;%; be had no 
money, and we agreed to mortgage an 
estate, and to have recourse to nijpney- 
brokers, in order to obtain that sum im>' 
mediately., , 

Br^ jvas deeply sensible,of this last 
indiscretion, which could . not tail to 
produce the total .demt^ment :of- ouit 
aifairs. 1' did not reproach him* but 
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continued silent: he was overwhelmed 
with deep dejection, when- a letter was 
brought hiin from lloquelaiire. He read 
jthastily with extreme emortion, his eyes 
filled with tears he rose and gave me the 
letter, saying: “ Read it, and see if there 
exists a friend who can be compared with 
thatl I am going to him to sign the 
irrevocable promise which he desires/^ 
At these wmrds Br6gi^.withdrew, and I 
read the letter, w'hich was as foIlov\^: 

“ Your debt is paid, and l . have in- 
closed you tho^receipt. The state of in^ 
finances is such that 1 have.no^oecasioii 
for that sum, and you would disoblige 
me exceedingly if you think of return¬ 
ing it in less than three years. Let me 
intreat you, my dear Rrcgi, to make one 
reflection : you have a most generous 
and tender heart, and a fortune superior 
to mine, and yet it would not be in 
your power to render a service of this 
kind to your best friend, or (o make a 
"{jroiiipt and useful ^ sacrifice, in these 
troublesome times to your king and 
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country ! Think seriously of this, and 
you will cease to be a gamester. You 
have told me a thousand times that there 
is nothing in the world which you would 
not be capable of doing for my sake. 
Well then, my dear Br£gi, I will put you 
to the test ^ give me your word of honour 
that yoii will from this moment and for 
ever abstain from games of chance, and my 
gratitude shall be ds lively and sincere ;^s 
the friendship vi'hicH I have vowed to 
you for life.” 

• This letter made me doubly happy, 
both in the tranquillity which it assured 
to mej and in tlte satisfaction of owing 
it to the fioble and virtuous Roquelaure* 
Bregi actu^dly entered iiit^a solemn en¬ 
gagement never to play again, and he has 
kept his wbrd with the most scrupuUius 
fidelity. 

Fresh troubles and fresh misfortunes 
obliged Henry HI. to retire precipitately 
from Paris: he fled to Chartres^ and the 
Duke of Guise, being left sole master of 



no UADEaiOISCL]:.E 

Paris, ruled therewith despotic sway.* 
A venerable old man, whbse name will 
never die, Achille.de Harlay, first presi¬ 
dent of the parliament, Raving to the 
very last continued true to his sovereign, 
enforced the sacred' precepts of duty 
and' virtue, amidst the .shoute'ond me- 
naces ^of the seditious; and With the 
same composure and .energy as when the 
whole nation i applaudfcd his masculine 
eloquence with all the ^an^or1:s of 
deserved admiration,,having positively re¬ 
fused to fiy when he might easily hav^ 
escaped, he returned to his house, when 
be found it impossible to gain a hearing, 
and was obliged to leave the'ball, the 
doors of wht^ were fastened by the 
factious. This great man calmly retired 
to biS'.garden, under the persuasion that 
his enemies would follow and murder 
him there, conceiving that they durst 
not kill him in the streets for feas of the 

■ V " . ' < . . . . > ■! I,, . — ,11 
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people, by whom he was equally beloved^ 
and revered, All at once he heard the 
doors of bis house open with a loud 
noise, and a great numbfer of armed men- 
enter: it was the'Duke of Guise, who, 
with a numerous retinue, was come, ac- 
cofding'lo'his own expression, to pay hlnv 
a visit. The president perfectly under¬ 
stood them ; he was half way down an 

* 

alley; but wilhoill^; turning his head or 
quickeniag Im pace, lie proceeded to the 

VM 

end of it beforeJie turned back. He then 
slowly advanced, with his^bands behind 
him, andTa look of the utmost serenity 
and dignity. The Duke of Guise, who 
ardcnily desired to corrupt Jiim (which 
the head of,,a party always thinks he can 
do), hastily went forward to meet him, 
and paid him the*^ most Mattering com¬ 
pliment. Harlay listened with unchang¬ 
ed countenance, and replied in these me¬ 
morable words: “ 'Tis'a great pity wheji 
the servant supplants the master: for the 
rest, my soul belongs to God, my' heart 
to my sovereign, and my body is‘ in the 
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power of wicked men ; let them do with 
it what they please*.” * Having thus 
spoken, he continued his walk wUh the 
same composure, as beforl. The duke 
was petrified; he was not destitute of 
greatness of soul; his admiration got the 
better ot his resentment^ and th)^ life^of 
the greatest magistrate of France w^as 
spared, t 

The year folIowing;> Friar Ange de 
Joyeuse, who had once cUspli^yed such 
valour in the military pro^*ssion, quitted 
his convent, and went at the head of his 
monks to implore Henry 111. fo resume 
the noble functions of king. This ex¬ 
traordinary deputation gave a momentary 
impulse to that unfortunate monarch; 
but he speedily reverted to his natural 
indolence. 

♦ Historical. 

^ Historical. A magistrate of an illustrious f9t 
iDily'(tlie first president Mote) afterwards displaycch 
during'ihc regency of Antie of Austria, the same 
fourage, tjbe same firtucs, and the same heroic fidc;« 
lity to his sorereign. 
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Friiir Ange, instigated by his opinions 
and his conscience, not by ambition, to 
return to a military life, eminently 
proved ♦that religion and piety, instead 
of diminishing great courage, only tend 
on the contrary to exalt it. He received 

4 * 

ihie. staff of marshal of France from the 
Victorious hands of Henry IV; and al¬ 
most immediately afterwards buried his 
glory in eternal s<^tude; he returned to 
his convent a*id never left it more. 

We were still at Paris, and I some¬ 
times visited one of myfciliale friends at 
her country-house in the vicinity of that 
city. The garden of this house comma-* 
nicatcd by means of a little gate with the 
park of the/ashionable Countess of 
1 was shy of forming an acquaintance 
with this lady, whose character was 
somewhat equivocal; but Bregi, attracted 

as he said by the charms of the situation, 

■1 

paid her frequent vUits. Roqu^aure, 
who had become the. guardian angel of 
Br6gi, went thither also to take cafe of his 
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friend in a bouse which tq him appeared 
in every point of view dangerous. 

One bight, about twelve^o’clock, Br4gi 
told me that be was going to ajiTend an 
hour with the countess, who was giving 
a little entertainment, to which, he. was 
invited. He accordingly left.me in OQi|i> 
' siderable haste. Every body in ^r house 
was in bed, and as tbe^ night-wgg exces¬ 
sively hot, 1 felt inchned, - as s 9 on as- 
Bi;agi was gone, to take a breath of air, 
and went down stairs into the garden. 
As 1 passed the little' ^te, 1 tpbserveu 
that it was half open. It must have flown 
open again after he pulled it to, ‘ without 
his perceiving it :< he had the. key of it 
in his pocket. From a motive of curi¬ 
osity, 1 determined to take advantage of 
. his carelessness, passed through die gate, 
and entered the .park of the Countess of 
It was not laige, so that, I soo# 
reached the end' of it: there -1 saw an 
iron gate leading to the court, beyond 
which the bouse. The gate was 
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«hut, and I renjarked with surprise that 
all was quiet and silent, and that no 
lights were tc^.be seeii in the house. 
Where then, thought I, are they making 
this entertainment to which Br6gi is in¬ 
vited ? Without ^bestowing any farther 
thjg|agbt"" OB..' tljis contradictory circuia- 
stance, ']^|||determined to return by the 
way I ha^cdme,' and to *keep along by 
the w^ll .that C might not lose myself m 
the park, ^vhere I had never been befcpe*^ 
1 had to pass through along alley, bor-^ 
dSred on one side, by the wall, and on the 
other by^ a hedge* of horn-beam. All at 
once 1 hdhrd some one speaking behind 
this hedge, and advancing as softly as 
possible on® tip-toe, and listening at the 
same time, I recognized the voice of 
Br6gi and Roquelaure. I stopped with 
an emotion which it is impossible,to de¬ 
scribe. They were seated on a bench^ 
conversing with the greatest earnestness, . 
and I overheard the following dialogue. 

Don’t put yourself in a pas4fen, my 
dear J3r/*gi; vve cau^t settle the matter 
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SO well while we are \Yalking: all I 
request is that you would give me a 
quarter of an hour’s attention.“ Pray 
put an end to your foolery: you have 
the key of the gate, I tell you.” ‘‘Sup¬ 
posing I have, what then “ I want to 
get into the house.” I know it, aniil I 
mean to do you a service in'q|^venting 
you.” “ Upon my word, it much! 
notwithstanding all the gratitude J owe 
yo#, I 'will never submit to such tyranny, 
I protest/’ “ Listen to me for two mi¬ 
nutes without interrupting me,«and then 
if you require it I will give you the 
key.” “ Well, then, make haste.” “ I 
this morning heard the Countess of S*** 
make an appointment to meet her to 
niglit at twelve; did she nof tell you.” 

She has something particular to say. I 
promised to come, and I will keep my 
word.^' “ Hitherto you have maintaineck 
the character of a man of honour, and 
. to speak plainly, with the wife whom 
heaven'^as given you, there is no great 
merit in that.^ If you go to that woman. 
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and hear what she has to say, you will 
ruin your inorals, your principles, and 
your peace of^mind.” ‘‘ I can solemnly 
assure you that it is no improper assig¬ 
nation : she is in great trouble, and wishes 
to open her heart to me, and ask njy 
a(^ice.>^ Open her heart to you 
Ask th^advice of a person ten years 
younger than .herself! .She wants to se- 

I 

duce ;^ou, that^s her object. She hates 
your wife, who keeps her at a distaij^^ ; 
she is envious of her youth, her beauty, 
her unspptted reputation (5br vice is the 
natural ^enemy of ^virtue); she flatters 
herself that she shall destroy her hap¬ 
piness. And would you be so base as 
to second 4.hcse black designs, and to 
sacrifice an incomparable wife to a wo¬ 
man of the looj^est principles?*^ ‘‘No, 
Roquelaiire; 1 Jove my Avife alone, and 
I protest that I never said a single word 
to the .Countess of.S*** which exceeded 
the limits of mere'^politencss, and that 
she never talked to me of any Jlliing but 
confidence and friendship. Nay, more, 
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I really think that she is deeply in love 

withyou’^.Here Roquelaure burst into 

a loud laugh and then rejoined: It is 
true, she began to try the effect of her arti¬ 
fices upon me, but you saw in what 
manner I mejt, henadvances/^ “Yes, 
indeed, with a rudeness, w^ich froi^p 
man of your breeding wbutd never have 
been expectecL” “ That is the way to 
treat womien of her stamp whei% you 'pcr» 
cej^ipe that they are^forming schemes oi' 
seduction. For. these si-x weeks she has 
given up all ^hoUglits> of. me.... have 
againgrowu polite Co.JiOr, and bare cop> 
tinned my visits to this house where 
every thing disgusts ;me)'' soldy tu take 
care of -you, and toiwatch ovesyour hap¬ 
piness, which is a thousand times dearer 
.to me than you can imagine.’' ‘t -Then 
you»pretend to be my guardian.,-my tu^* 
tor.’’.! Just so^ asd<'that is the wholes 
extent. of mj^fpretensions.” i“ And yet 
you are but four yeem older than I am. 
But come, I tell, you agsun that Madame 
de S*** has some^ing. particular tb say . 
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to ■ me, arfd I give .you my woi’d,' that if 
ehe is so indiscreet as to 'speak to me, 
ever AO indirectly, of love, 1 shall not he> 
sitatetodo my duty,” “At least you 

■V 

would answer her'^wUhout like 

/ 

a well bred man^ Would you.not ? I give 
credit .for your candour: you cer¬ 
tainly iiiean all that you say; butl know 

you too well^ your easy and pliable dis- 

* • 

positionwiould yield to every thiogi- You 
shall not have the key.?’ I must 
will have it... Did you. not tell me that if 
lo persisted, after. I. had «b^rd what you 
had.to say, yon wquld give it to me,?’* 
“ Yes, but permit me to .add a .word or 
two. Is it possible that you arc not 
aware of tl^ indecent of>.such a visit, 
be the pretext what it will ? Consider 
how unseasonabloii^the hour, your own 
youth, the* ebarseter. of that woman! 
What, after being so weak as to be guilty 
of such a violation ofdeeoru.a^are'.you not 
afraid for yourself, aiid can you rationally 
flatter youxs^f with the hope 6f Desisting 
the bliiUdishments of a ;eoquetteso. tho* 
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roughly versed in her art,; during a long 
private interview in the middle of the 
night. My dear Br^gi, If have no other 
authority over you than what the most 
sincere friendship can confer—renounce 
that friendship^, and you will no longer be 
subject to it. %There is the key, 

• it if you please; but if you do, you 
will dissolve^ all connexion between us, 
and I shall bid you adieu for;^veri’* 
•^^SThat, threats too ?” Oh, no, ’tis but 
u truth that 1 d&lare to,you; this step 
would pieix:e my heart TneveR Would**! 
see you more, since you would prefer a 
base and artful woman, whom you can¬ 
not love, to sacred duties and a friend 
devotedly attached to you/’ “ Your 
friendship is but an insupportable ty¬ 
ranny ; you will at last require me one 
of these,^days to turn hermit or capuchin.*’ 
“ Here, then, take the key.*’ ‘‘ I ought by ^ 
right, but you lead me like a child.**— 
Here, well assured that Br^gi, not¬ 
withstanding his vexation, obey 

the dictates of reason, 1 began to think 
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hovv' I should get out of the park again 
unperceived. I stole away as softly 
and cxpcditiowsly as possilJle, and soon 
reached my apartment, I could not help 
reflecting on all that I had just heard^. 
and what a debt of gratitade I owed to 
R^uelaure,. In order to be thoroughly. 
sensible of it, I represented to myself ' 
W'hat would have become of Bregi, with 
his easy disposition, hiawarm passions, 

and his indiscretion, without so vigilsS&t 

^ • 

a guardian ! 1 could not forget that Br&gi 
o^ved to 4iim not only the preservation 
of his principles, his morals, his cha¬ 
racter, and his fortune, which, but for 
Iloqaelaure, the baneful passion of gam¬ 
ing would *have totally^ dissipated, but 
that ho likewise owed him his life, which 

j 

Roquelaure had saved in battle at the 
hazard of his own !....What' pleasure I 

felt in recalling to mind all these ihi- 

< > 

mense obligation^! with wnat defight I 
considered that Roquelaure, influenced 
by a sejitiment of which none but him¬ 
self ^ was capable, had thus demoted his 

VOL. I. G 
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whole existence to bis rival, merely to 
promote my welfare! In spite of all that 
separated us, had so far^made himself 
the arbiter of my destiny as to be the 
Ibiindet and preserver of my happiness. 
Hi# love, a (Profound secret to all the 
world beside^, Was incessantly displ^- 
*ing itself to my view in actions of unpa¬ 
ralleled geneit)sity: I met with it in all 
the impbrtant events of my life, nay, 
ev^ in the virtues of my husband, and 
in the harinof?y of our union. 

1 had not time that night lo pursue 
these gratifying reflections. Bregi came 
home in about a quarter of an hour, 
som^hat ruffled; tut by the next morn¬ 
ing he ^had recovered his usual cheerful- 
mess: he could talk of nothing but Roque- 
laur^, his virtue, his discretion, and the 
good fortune of possessing such a friend. 
This adventure broke off all intercourses 
between Bregi and the^Countess, and I 
abstained from visiting my friend any 
more, that I might keep him away from 
SO dangerous a neighbourhood: but it 
was not long before all private interests 
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were absorbed, by the important political 
events. 

After the trhgic end of the unfortiiilaie 
Henry HI. Roquelaurc and Bregi warmly 
espoused the cause of bis successor, th6 
magnanimoii-s monarch to whom Crillon 
so truly said: Sir^j you wiU always be 
the king' of the brave .* * 

At the period of the siege of Paris, 
tiic esapress command of Bregi, and the 
state of our affairs, obliged me to retire 
to my estate in Auvergne.# I was then 
tiveiity-two, aiid had been married six 
years. 

Scarcely had I reached my country 
s< at, when I received tidings that €om-* 
pletely roblied me of all hopes of happi« 
ness, and all consolation on this side of 
the grave!....In one of the late battles 
Br^gi had been killed, and Roquelaurc 
mortally wounded. It was thought that 
1 should not survive this dreadful shock* 
The same night, a burning fever and a 
violent delirium, suspended, for at least a 

' ' ' ' e Historical. 
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fortnight, the consciousness of my mis-* 
fortunes. On recovering my reason, the 
first thing I did was to seilJd a messenger 
to Paris; and'I waited his return in a 
#tate of inexpressible wretchedness and 
anxiety. came back in about three 


weeks. Heaven still'"reserved for me^tfh 


emotion of joy. A note was brought 
me from Rb^helaure;"! opened it, and 


read these WDrds in his band-wrUing; 


I am deeply sensible of your misfor^ 
tune, and the loss'^of my frfend..*.H[e 
should have lived, for he was happy.... 
My wound is mortal. I am ordered to 
try the waters; 1 prefer those of Mont 
jd'Or,^ where 1 intend to die.** 


. 1 batherf'this note with my tears. Ro- 
qiielaure, however, was still living: I con** 
sidered his youth, slnd a gleam of hope' 
broke through the gloom of my heart. .Wi th 
what painful solicitude and impatience i 
waited for his coming! Four tedious 


* Mont d’Or Is in Auvergne* 
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months elapsed before his arrival?^^ ***7 
myself to prepare a lodging for 
Mont d'Or, 4nd under the pretence 61* 
taking the watersi I fixed myself there 
likewise. ^ At length 1 saw him arrive; 
but how pale! how^alt^e^! he was evi¬ 
dently in a dyipg state.^^His wound,was 
in the breast, and left no room for hope. 
He could nevertheless ^ralk, and that 
withojit assistance: he was not in much 
pain, and his countenance still retained 
its highly interesting and amiable ex- 
^ressionj^ but be appeared so weak, his 
voice was so feeble, his step so faltering, 
that be seemed to have scaicely a few 
moments to live. Having been prepared 
for a month past to meet me at the wa¬ 
ters, he arrived about noon, having stop¬ 
ped the preceding night ten miles from 
Mont d’Or. He came immediately to 
my lodgings. Extremely apprehensive 
for his sake of the consequences of this 
first interview, I had sufficient self-com¬ 
mand to repress within my bosom all 
those feelings which his appearance ex- 

G 3 
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cited. So powerful was his emotion at 
the sight of me, Itliat he was. obliged to 
lay hold qf the back erf ^ chair, being 
unable to support himself any longer. 1 

reached him an arm-chair, and^sat down 

1 , 

beside him. Mahout power to speaks or 
to restrai'n m'y 'tears. '1 r y bed him tny 
baud, which be clasped .between his^ 
saying, in bra|^>en accents: “ Your bap- 
piness had become mine.w.you hi^ir^e lost 
it; why then should I regret lilb 

O, Roquelaurel*^ 1 exclaimed, inter** 
rupting him, ‘‘ leave me not, but live to 
dry my tears: live....a*^ I stopped short) 
he looked stedfastly at me; his eyes 
sparkled; a slight flush tinged«his cheeks; 
but immediately CoVering bis "face with 
both hands: What said he, “de¬ 
ceive inyself again bn the brink of the 

grave !*'.What do you say }** cried I, 

hurried away by an irresistible emotion, 
“ deceive yohrself!—What! if you arc 
assured that 1 love ybu, that I never 
loved with passion any other than you ! 
Ah, Roquelaure! at length you are ac- 
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quainted with;the.real sentiments of iny 
80 ul/^...•At these words, Roqtielaure 
trembling prdj^s^d my hand ^ to his Jb^eart: 

‘‘ O words/* said he, /‘-that ought, to 
renew the ^ current offrlife». words that 
ought to disperse . thCs^fith^es; of d^atbf 
and r.all the tepjpUections pf> pas^ 

wretchedness, ye rekindle the> spark of 
life that was ready>ft^ to^^xpire within 
me!.^^ was betoyed I did venture, 
at times, to suspect as inucbi...but I re¬ 
pelled the fond idea as the emp^l phan- 
‘‘tom of ^ bewildecqd imagination.....You 
love me !....and I have sighed in;despair, 
and fancied myself generous! ...No, I shall 
not die; 1 ^el new life, circulate in my 
veins....Y^u love mej No^ I cannot die T? 
While thus speaking..his voice acquired 
surprising strength and firmness; his 
cheeks glowed, and his eyes sparkled 
with the highest animation. 1 shared 
his illusion: J intagirira that Ipye bad 
wrought a miracle, find that this unex¬ 
pected joy would piDoduce in bjm a revo-, 
lution which might save his;life««.i^ in- 

G 4 




128 


MADEMOISELLE 


dulged m 3 ’self in the happiness of dis- 

* • 

closing my whole soul to him, and thus 
making myself amends f'lflr an absolute 
silence of six 3 ’ears. Nevertheless, this 
jw, which was heightened to intoxica¬ 
tion, did not prevent me from feeling the 
wound that rankled in luy heart: an in- 
w ard, a terrific voice, persevering as that 
of remorse, cried without ceasing: ^ He 

cannot recover,^ In vain 1 affectejd secu- 

*• (. 

rit 3 % in vain I talked of happiness^ no¬ 
thing could silence this gloomy fore¬ 
boding. ** ^ 

We passed the whole day together: 
he dined with me, and ate a little, as¬ 
suring me that he felt quite well: his 
face still retained its glow, and I had ne¬ 
ver scon his eyes so brilliant. As the 
day declined a sort of terror came over 
and kept encreasing every moment, 
cspecialh' at the approach gf night. At 
eight o clock he rose to leave me: he 
reeled, turned pale, and putting out his 
hand as if to feel for me, he said: 
** Where are you trembled, and 
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supported him in iny arms: he held his 
hand to his eyes, and added : it is no¬ 
thing; only a^light diaziness; but it is 
over again,”....His servant came to fetch 
him, apd he,leaned upon his arm, A- 

I 

dicu,” said he. to me, jn a low tone;- 

this has been a day which makes 

amends for a Idftg series of sorrows. A- 

dieii.”—“ Are you not unwell?” I asked 

him wU)i extreme agitation. “ No,*^ 

• - • 

said be, “ I am quite well: don’t make 
yourself uneasy.”—am not uneasy; but 
I#um afraid that the vehcnfence of your 
feelings has overpowered you.”—‘‘ Pro¬ 
mise me that you will go to bed.”—To 
be sure: why^should 1 s'^t up? Are you 
unwell No, happy, very hap¬ 

py.” Adieu; sleep in pence....adieu.... 
adieu.*’ So saying lie gently pressed 
my hs^d, and departed, leaving me in^ 
prolbund dejection. Those last words, 
“ j4dieUi adieu” continued to ring in my 
cars, and made me shudder. Trembling, 
and chilled with fear, 1 sunk into an 
arm-chair, where 1 determined to pass 
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the night,...1 was but tot) well persuaded 
of the afflicting truth.had each of 
us deceived ourselves* ^After the first 
paroxysm of enthusiasm, which had for 
A few moments imparted a glimmer of 
hope, he bad soon relinquished these 
pleading illusions, and been anxious only 
to conceal his sufFeringa^''^ and the attack 
of a violent'fever. In about an hour, he 
aent his valet to tell me that he had gone 
to bed, that be was' perfectly easyf and 
entreated me to retire to rest. The con- 
cern expressed in the countenance of 
the messenger was not calculated to re¬ 
lieve my apprehensions.{ remained 

motionless, without asking him any 
question, or making any reply: he left 
me «.in haste, and with^ horror 1 again 
found myself alone,...There was a dread¬ 
ful confusion in my^ ideas; for aK those 
which 1 chased fi'om my mind 'during 
the day ,returned upon 'me* in crowds, 
and 1 would not dwell upon any of 
them. lodged in difF^rent houses, 

but which Were ;»itu,ated very near to 
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ope another. All at once I considered 
that he had ik? person about him to ren¬ 
der any assistance which he might re¬ 
quire but his v^let: I immediately rose, 
called my maid) and taking her with me» 
hastened to the next hoyse,It was ten 
o'clock. We ente)red Roquelaure's aparU 
meat, without rfoise, and my spirits were 
suddenly revived when J.foupd that all 
was quiet there»and above alb fqr^finding 
neither nurse nor.physician, ,A servant, 
wlio had not yet gone to bed, told me 
^Jiat tlie valet,had, lain.dovVn beside his 
master, and that both were fast asleep. 
The cheerful looks of the man proved 
a more .grateful cbrdiaK than theu most 
consolatory^ assurances', J arranged with 
him that 1 would send one of, my t)co^ 
pie to sit up during the night, in case.^ 
he sluiUld be wanted for any errand, a$ 
he perfectly acquainted with the vil¬ 
lage v and neighbourhood of the moun¬ 
tain, , Before 1 returned home,, 1 went 
softly and , listened at the door of bis 
chamber, while my b^art throbbed with 
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such violence as to suspend my breath.... 
In about a quarter of ah^bour i heard, 
him cough: the tears tripled from my 
. eyes> and pn my knees 1 returned thanks 
tp the Almighty: I was sure, at least, 
that he was yet living, though, amid the 
horror of my reveriesyfor two hours past 
1 had so^pften-ibeheld him lifelessIt 
seemed as if ^heaven^had anew restored 
him to lived, and l thought no 

longer of the.danger of bis situation..... 
Still continuing to listen, I heard'a slight 
noise of cujjs and glasses, from> whic^ 

I knew that he was drinking; be must, 
consequently, be awake; and as he nei¬ 
ther complained nor called any body, 

1 concluded that he must reajly be well. 
In this idea l.was confirmed by the total 
silence w'hich;followed : I had no doubt 
that he had fallen asleep again, and re¬ 
turned home, if not without anxiiaty, at 
least buoyed up by tope.. 

.It was,UQvv the month.of July. As I 
cpuld nof resolve to retire to bed, I went 
;to walk upon a tetrace which commanda* 




UH LA PAVfirTB:. ^ t33 

SL view of part df Mont d^Or. The at¬ 
mosphere- wri clear and serene, and the 
contemplatic^ of the spectacle of a 
cloudless night suddenly changing'the 
disposition of my mind, threw the into 
the deepest melancholy/ It requires a 
soul at once prous aiid traiiquil to derive 
unalloyed enjoyment from ^the beauties 
of nature: their language^is silent and 
vague, but iufifiitely more eloquent than 
the vain ai^ulnfcnts =of our understand¬ 
ing: they proclarm^ the Existence of a 
^Creatorj a'Sup^me Rule/, and a Judge; 
they convince us of thelittleness of all 
human things, which naturally appear to 
us to be so important. Were the ambi¬ 
tious inaiib compelled to go abroad every 
night, to contemplate a firmament stud¬ 
ded with stars, and the rising sun every 
^ morning, he would be cur^ of bis am- 
bitkasri 

I was absorbed in a gloomy reverie, 
when the village clocks' striking twelve, 
awoke me out of it. At the same mo¬ 
ment 1 heard a dog howling most lament- 
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' ably: a ^superstitious made my 

heart sink ivitbiu mey« L; ^fose 9 walked 
across rny room i^to a closejf .whjcb look¬ 
ed upon a greeny at the farther end of 

■ 

whichvOpptisite.to, my-window, stood the 
rectory^ .d opened the window,..and had 
scarcely seated myself;^4a the balcony^ 
when I percejy^d at a ^distance a, man 
with a Ian terflij-b^enipgi toward^ tb.e reCf 
tor's house.. Tbrille^^vri^fifearft)] pre- 
sentiment, 1-removed iinotionless, with 
my eyes fixed ptt: this Dian. When he 

*r 'V 

had reached th^! hous^,. ii^,h 4 )Qtked re>, 
peatedly, ^ncl soperpersoO within an¬ 
swered, him, ;but without opening the 
door. 'B.ut,';;gracious God! - what was 
my.aqgui8h,,wbe.n I recognized,the Toico 
of the servant yrhom.lt bad left at Ro- 
qu^%ure’s lodgings, and beard him say i 

y I * 

It is for' the Qount de Iloquelaure|< 
who js,dying, .and wishes to. reoeiv^the' 
sacrament." .. .v 1 heard no-more.. .my 
senses forshpk me.- ; . ■ ... < 

Whilst my sufferings were at least sus-. 
pended, the unfortunate Rpquelaure^e 
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l^t momeatb drdw nigb. 'A(tc( he hsid 
'received theebCFaineBt^nd given his last 
orders^ ha ^fii^ired at -two in thd ihom- 
ing. Hts valet, the feithful executi^ of 
his dying: injunctions, ifnaiediathly-catne 
to deliver tny sistO’s crucifix and my 
pcayer book. ' fifty-'Setvants 'Came' in to 
look for mct bnd foiilnd' me senseless in 
the balcony* oPtoy-closnt'i'they conveyed 
me to<)bed.. <• ;>'’- fi had livCd jn sUcb per¬ 
fect-narmbny*' v'ith fbe’hUsband whom 
heaven Had givlentne, that the secret of 
wmy heart unknown. My 

woinenj who bad not fbe^slightest suspi¬ 
cion of 'the - matter; introduced'Roque- 

laure’s valet as soOn as-d had comC to my- 

§» 

self. I shrieked;bn peTceiving;the cruci<i 
fix and the book ih'hishands.’ “Then 
he is no.’more 1 cBcltdmed. “ No» 
madain;^* answered the valet, with tears. 
“ 1 hnve lost the most Virtuous and the 
best of masters be expired pressing this 
crucifix to his hearty and' while, by his 
command, i was'reading aloiTd a prayer 
out of thish'ook.' Thos'e^ two things he 
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enjoined me to deliver to }iou after hia 
death, with tiiis letter/' S saying, he 
laid them down upon a tal^e beside my 
bed. I sent every body out of the room; 
^then bathed in tears, I fell on my knees 
before this valued crucifix^ and implored 
the Almighty to grant jne the strength 
and resignation necessary to support 
such asliQck..... 1 then opened the leN 
ter which was fastened , to the crycifix, 
and which was as follows 

“ This venerated sign of our faith wilL 

then have been the last consolation of 

♦ 

two hearts possessed with an unfortu¬ 
nate passion I. . .. Keep it as long as you 
live! . •. O, angelic object of an attach¬ 
ment impassioned? but pure as my 
thoughts, which must have appeared so 
to you in all my aC|ions : with what fas¬ 
cinations does^ your image in <the^^ my 
last moments present itself to my recol¬ 
lection ! Religion commands nie not to 
repel it. .That mysterious and constant 
affection which was known to you alone. 
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nnd which w s never manifested but in' 
the sacrifice itself, reminds me of 
nought but v^^tuous conflicts and acts of 
generous self-denial I It is true you 
love me, you are free, arid death snatchea 
from me a legitimate felicity! But learn 

r 

to know all the exaltation of my senti¬ 
ments ! Metliinks earthly happiness 

4 

would profane such love ; it ilprung up 
and wa^ nurtured in silence andMri tears; 
religion, in purifying, imparted to it all 
the elevation, all the sublinys disinterest¬ 
edness ofuhe most heroic friendship,.. • 
Ah! what could henceforth do, that 
should surpass or even equal what I 
have performed for you ? When fate has 
removed thJt sacred veil of mystery and 
love which covered our lives ; when it 
shall be no longer possible for me to give 
you fresh proofs of a boundless devotion 
toyouiF welfare, I have lived long'enough, 
my destiny is accomplished You have 
enlarged my soul and opened my eyes...* 
No; a fiaitand vulgar happiness is not 
adapted to such noble sentiments; an 
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iiPQiortal felicity ought^ lo crown this 
pure and celestial ardod You have 
opened for ine.t.he gates of heaven; thi¬ 
ther I am goings to seek the due reward 
of faith and pei:seyering virtue....there 
Supreme Justice will assign to me the 
pleasing task^f blessings you to all eter¬ 
nity!.Adieu 2 live.to honour those in¬ 

visible ties which have united and sant- 
tified.us: live to- preserve for ipe upon 
earth the .only memorial of glory that 1 
desire to behind me.” 

^ ( - 

1 shall not attempt to describe my an* 
guish, raised as it wss the highest 
pitch by this^lplter,.,which completely 
unfolded to me the sublime soul of the 
unfortunate .Roqoelaure. My only con¬ 
solation was, to give vent to a sentiment 
so long ^pressed. 1 employed the most 
emiheat artiftsf in'France to erect^ mag. 

- tf a 

nificent nmnument to his memory* This 
mournful business cjngaged .me for a 
whole year. At the* end of that time, 
as the summer was just beginning, and 
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1 found myself] uiore oppressed thaii ever 
with a regret pd grief wh^ch I could 
not overcome,' and which fiiad already 
impaired my health, ;r detefniined 'to 

make a toiir in SwHzcirlkhd. I iet out, 

1 ^ 

taking with me the much-valued cruci- 
ftx^ the sacred depository of the last sen* 
timents of two unfortunate hearts....that 
cross, upon \vhiclr'i'shdll ^Iso expire 
my last* breath.,...! stopped ,at Ocneva, 
and there lived in profSund seclusion, 

^ • t • ' ' 

seeing nobody but a deleoratefl physician 
whom 1 Consulted witjiput hope: for 
what' could all the resourced of his art 
avail against the inalady tinder which 
1 was sinkings This pk^ician deeply' 
interested me in the account'' wtifeh he 
gave of the yirtuotis'BishopGehe.va;* 
that saint,'endued with such p^irsuasive 
eloquence, and whof in* thh 's^CO of 
twelve yeara, had brought habk into the 
bosonr of the church more than seventy 
thousand souls He was just at this 


* St. Fradcis'ife Safes. 
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time visiting his diocese,, performing his^ 
* journey on foot, like thi apostles, and 
accompanied by one single ecclesiastic, 
a relative of his. Most of the parishes 
of this diocese were situated in dreary 
deserts: he was obliged to climb almost 
inaccessible rocks, at the risk of being 
precipitated, if either feet or hands had 
slipped^ into the most tremendous 
abysses: h^ was obliged to put tip with a 
bed of straw, and often to be content 
with coarsS(bread and wild* roots for his 
only fare. But nothing could^ ifbol the 
ardent charity of this zealoulT"pastor, 
who, according to his own expression, 
was determined that all the shedp be* 
longing to his dock shoulld hear his 
voice, lie was daily expected at Ge¬ 
neva, and all classes were anxiobsly 
WMshing for his return. As the physi¬ 
cian recommended me to try the effdtt 
of a change of air, I removed to a small 
house, situated in a wild country, about 
ten miles-from Geneva. 

One morning, when I was walking in 
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the fipjds as Visual, 1 found myself so 
much clepresseil in body and mind, that I - 
was unable to go on; I threw myself 
down on the trunk^of a tree, and, over¬ 
powered by the painful sensations to 
which 1 was a prey, I burst into.tears.... 
and raising my eyes towards heaven, 
exclaimed: ^ 

** O thou, whom I« loved and |dmired 
beyond^measure, thou hast carried with 
thee to the tomb every sentUuent of my 
heart! 1 can .find nothing in jthe past but 
thy recollection alone! in. the future X 
can only see a long and dismal night!«... 
What is there now* for me on this earth, 
where thou art no long||t.;present! A 
stranger to every thing which surrounds 
me, 1 shall look w^ith equal indifference 
and disdain on the vain pleasures of dis¬ 
sipation, the frivolous enjoyments of self- 
love, ^nd the projects of ambition !...• 
How shall 1 contemplate^ without envy, 
the picture of felicity, the happy union 
of two feeling hearts!•„.In what conver¬ 
sation can 1 feel an interest ! Who can 
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Speak in Congenial iangpnge to me) 
generosity, of delicacy, if grandeur of 
soul, and especially of love shall 

be dimmed to. hear vulgar actions and 
ordinary friendships spoken of in terms 
of enthusiastic praise!....No, no: let iijbe 
rather bury my life, as well as my grief, 
in an eternal and profound solitude 
Here nw words were interrupted by my 
sighs; 1 heard a noise,'and on casting 
my eyes towards the quarter from which 
it proceeded^ all at once, at the distance 
of two hundred paces, I. pesrceived 
figure rise from the summit of a rock, of 
so venerable and majestic an appearance, 
that I instant|i|^ecognized, from the de¬ 
scription which 1 bad^ heard, the re¬ 
spectable Bishop oPO^nova, whom *in 
reality it. was. He was clothed with a 
robe torn into^seyeral pieces, and tucked 
up above his knees: be carried on Ifls 
shoulders a havresack, and a golden cross. 
was suspended from. His neck.’ He was 
followed by a single prie%C> much younger, 
than himself, but who wat'^either more 
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agilei *nor xnc^re robust;...Carried away 
by an irresisti^ble movement, I rose, and 
ran to precipitate rriyself at the feel of 
the holy bishop^^ exclaiming: O, my 
father! bless me, and ^cirre me.^^...fle 
Stopped me, and looking at me with af¬ 
fection, and put several questions to me* 
I informed him wbo I was, and told him 
that I had lost every object of my affec¬ 
tion ; that 1 was alone in the universe, 
and that 1 had not sufficient strength 
to support'this dreadfhl sl^te of isbla- 
libm...At''these words the bishop raised 
his bead, and pointing to heaven: Ah|j 
my child^'* said he, ** the invisible and 
Supreme Comforter wat^#^s’ bver you 
CY^ry Instant!....It is in solitude and suf* 
fering that he in an especial manner 
holds communication with his children, 
wHh a more peculiar kindness....But I 
can conceive your sufferings; I have 
mine also.....Ten iveeks ago 1 lost the 
best of mothers !—Return to Geneva; I 
shall see you there, and we will weep 
togetherr^ As be was uttering these 
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words we saw several peasants approach¬ 
ing, who seemed seekingjTor him: they 
were deputies from a neighbouring val¬ 
ley, who came to inform him that since 
his diocesan visit rocks had fallen from 
the mountains, and destroyed several vil¬ 
lages, and a great number of inhabitants; 
that reduced by this calamity to the 
greatest wretchedness, and unable to pay 
the taxes, they could not, however, ob¬ 
tain an exemption from them; and they 
beseeched hhn to send proper persons to 
the spot to verify the matlei^ that lie 
might write in their favour,* The bi¬ 
shop offered to set off instantly, to con¬ 
vey to them atbthe assistance which was 
in his power. They informed him, that 
since his visit, by the destruction of 
bridges, tlie tumbling of rocks, and by 
extensive inundations, the roads had 
been rendered impassable, But,*’ said 
the bishop, ‘‘ do not you yourselves 
come from thence?**—“ Yes, my lojd,*^ 


s Histories!, 
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replied oue of*the deputies; “but we 
are poor peoplb, accustomed from our 
infancy to such fatigues/*—“ And I, my 
children/* said the bishop, “ I am your 
father, and obliged to provide myself 
for all your wants.*’* With these words, 
which brought tears of joy and gratitude 
into the eyes of the deputies, this w'o rthy 
pastor turning towards me, informed me 
that thif^' incident would soinewdiat re¬ 
tard his return to Cjleneva, but that he 
would be there without fail inT^ight days. 
Then, without losing a moment, he re¬ 
quested them to guide him, and imme¬ 
diately left me. 

This interview procured me the first 
consolation 1 had tasted since my last 
misfortune....My heart felt a relief in the 
feeling of admiration : since the death of 
Roquelaure, I imagined this elevating 
sentiment was for ever lost to me. 

I remained five or six days longer 
ill my retreat, ariTt then returned to Ge- 
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neva: the bishop arrived .tjhere two days 
after me, and was receiveci as an adored 
father. He proceeded through the city 
on foot, in his apostolical robes: every 
one rushed out to see him: they sur- 
^rounded him, and pressed around him: 
they cut off pieces of his tattered gar¬ 
ments, for the sake of preserving them as 
precious monuments of evangelical cha¬ 
rity: they received his benedictions with 
tears, and in bestowing on him all the 
affecting names expressive of respect, 
filial love and gratitude: in ibis manner 
he was conducted to the episcopal pa¬ 
lace.^—He visited me according to his 
promise: 1 related to him my history; 
and 1 had the satisfaction of beholding 
this holy man weep along with me for 
the incomparable friend whom 1 had 
lost; and this,,of all the homages which 
had been rendered to his memory, 9^as 
undoubtedly the most glorious. The 
bishop next spoke to me of his own suf- 


^ a He was actually beloved with thU entbusiMm. 
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ferings: Conceive,*’ said he, the bit¬ 

terness with which my soul was filled, 
when a mother, the most revered and 
cherished, would in her last moments 
receive assistance from me alone.* I 
was obliged to assume the firmness of a 
father of the church towards her, whom it 
had always been such a pleasure forme to 
obey. I had to exhort her in the hour of 
death to whom I owed my own life. I 
spoke to her of courage when I felt my 
own give way. That I mightmot weaken 
bbr, I suppressed with difficulty and pain 
the tears to which she was entitled; and op¬ 
pressed with grief, 1 was forced from time to 
time to escape into an adjoining chamber 
to give full vent to my tears in the bosom 
of God. f Yes, my child, these suffer¬ 
ings, accompanied by resignation,arc law¬ 
ful tributes, and we must pay them; but 
to sink under Jbr sorrows is a guilty 
weakness, from which we ought to be 


* Historical. f Historical. 
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preserved by confidence in,prayer andby 
Christian charity. How ‘many means 
religion offers us of surmounting them ! 
For example/^ continued he, ‘‘ I will 
propose to you to imitate Saint Mary, 
.the Comoler^* who obtained this endear¬ 
ing surname, because, while yet young, 
rich, and beautiful, she consecrated her 
life entirely to the assistance of the 
poor, and the consolation of the afflicted. 
I have always thought that this amiable 
saint had herself experienced some great 
affliction, and that to withdraw heV 
thoughts from it, she had recourse to 
this manner of dedicating herself to the 
unfortunate. Whenever she discovered 
any one labouring under violent anguish, 
«he found means of introducing herself: 
she first wept with the afflicted, and hav¬ 
ing gained tfieir friendship, she never 
quitted them: she afterw^ards, by ittge- 
nious exhortations, recalled them gently 


* Wbo lived in the sixth century. 
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to reason, and took her leave only when 

she saw them completely consoled.^. 

When wc arc thus occupied with others 
(and religion alone can enable us), we at 
last learn to forget ourselves, and all the 
wounds of the heart, which are empoi¬ 
soned merely by the fatal care we take 
to preserve them, soon close and heal.^* 
These conversations of the piousbishop 
raised iny dejected soul: notwithstanding 
his extreme indulgence, and his angelic 
..mildness, he inspired sueTi respect and 
veneration, tViat one would have blushed 

lo appear weak in his eyes.Desirous 

of drawing me from my absolute retreat, 
he immediately proposed to take me into 
his family: ‘‘ You will find there,” said 
he, neither gloom nor austerity : there 
are people,” he added, “ who imagine 
they are bestowing praise on the house 
of a peirson in active life, by saying it is 
a true cloister; that they live there as in 


* All thean details arc to be found in the life of 
this saint. 
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ft convent;...These e'xercTses are good and 
holy; but we must constdeV circ&tn- 
stances, f^laces, times, persons, and condi¬ 
tions: charity out of place is not charity ; 
it is a tree transplanted into an improper 

• ^ During the two years which I passed 
tn Geneva I found in the respectable fa- 
niify of the holy bishop every consolation 
which my situation required: I derived 
there the necessary strength for enabling 
me to support, without sinking under it, 
the regtet of an irreparable loss, and re-^ 
collections which nothing can ever efface 
from my heart. (0). 

*- A_ 

liere ended the history of the: Countess 
de 

This heroic love, and the elevated 
character of the Count de Roquelai^e, 
made a lively impression on Mademoi¬ 
selle de La Fayette, and completely con¬ 
firmed htr in the resofution of never be- 


a llis own words# Seo his Letters^ 
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stowing her heart and her hand on a 
man of ordinary taleiit8« 

As soon as the delay which Mademoi* 
selle de La Fayette had demanded before 
returning to court was expired, she went 
and resumed her service: to her great joy 
she found on her return a friend of her in*- 
fancy and of her early youth: this was 

the Marchioness de Beaumont, who had 

' 1 

been educated along with her in the fe«. 
male convent, Sainte-Marle, in the Fau- 
bouig Saint-*Antoine, till the age of thir* 
teen, when Mademoiselle de La Fayette 
having quitted the convent to go to her 
aunt's, they separated without ever see* 
ing one another afterwards. But those 
first ties, of which the remembrance is 
always so delightful, are easily renewed: 

these two persons were transported, at 

1 

meeting again ; they had the same prin« 
ciples, the same sentiments, with differ¬ 
ent characters, especially to appearance. 
The Marchioness de Beaumont was 

t V 

twenty-five: she became a widow at se¬ 
venteen, after two years marriage, and 

H 4 
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Tvas without fortune, her only subsist¬ 
ence being her situation about the queen^s 
person: she had been six years at court. 
With an engaging and agreeable figure, 
she possessed a mind which was natu¬ 
rally observing, but the penetration of 
'which was concealed by her gaiety: 
she was allowed to possess the ta¬ 
lent of ridiculing, but not that, of 
judging characters, and discerning the 
motives of intentions : her frankness was 
taken for rashness; but though she was 
incapable of committing a crime, she 
was equally incapable of committing an 
act of imprudence: she pleased univer¬ 
sally, because nothing succeeds better at 
court than what is truly natural (as na- 

I 

ture generally appears there under some 
constraint), and the light and heedless 
air, which can alone calm an infinity of 
alarms and suspicions. In short, she p%- 
sessed that sort of very useful censidera- 
tiou which a certain turn of mind, epi« 
grammatical without bitterness, and live¬ 
ly without extravagance, always gives. 



15 $ 


D£ LA ^AYSTTE. 

The dread of a witty and biting repartee 
]$ in the world the most infallible restraint 
upon impertinence and malice. 

In the evening Mademoiselle de La 
Fayette repaired to the limited circle of 
the queen: the conversation was there 
carried on with equal entertainment and 
freedom. Mademoiselle de La Fayette 
obtained every suffrage ; she pleased the 
queen^ in a particular manner: the men 
were all sincere in their admiration; and 
all the women shewed that species of 
^kindnes§ towards her, which is naturally 
inspired by self-love itself for those indi¬ 
viduals whose career commences with 
success. Besides, when nothing has yet 
been prepared of the nature of opposi¬ 
tion, the resolution is taken of yielding 
with a good grace. It is knowm that 
with a little time it will be always easy 
to retract all the praise inconsiderately 

bestowed in the first moments. On leav- 

* 

ing the queen^ the two friends went and 
shut themselves in together, tor the'.pur- 
pose of passing the night in each other’s 

. H 5 
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company without iDtemiption. Th^ Mdf« 
cbioness de Beaumont began by drawing 
several portraits, somewhat safiricatly^, 

j ^ ^ 

but with great fidelity. The Duchess 
of Chevreuse/^ said she, fs. the heroin^ 
of intrigtiers; for she does riot love in-^ 
'trigue from cupidity, nor even from am¬ 
bition, but from a pure and disinterested 
love for agitation, bustle, and the events 
which she gives rise to—in short,,for in‘«- 
trigue itself. What pleases her the most 
is not the sit^cess of an undertaking, but 
the pleasure of engaging in a mysterious 
affair, and conducting it With ability; th6 
glory of inventing all the springs of a 
very complicated machine, and commu¬ 
nicating to theih a rapid Wid continual 
motion. Hence'She was more brilliant, and 
decidedly happier in disgrace and exile, 
than' she is here, because she was thCh 
intriguing for her return; but nbw that 
she is in her country, and thoroughly 
restored to favour, she languishes and 
droops:. the vigiiabce ' of Cardinal de 
Richelieu rctaders all h’er intrigues firvnt* 
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less; conspiracies are exhausted, and 
there, is now nothing in this wa^ to 
do, either on a grand scale or in a minor 
department; and all intriguers, except 
those of the cardinars party, are thrown 
into consternation, disconcerted, and dis¬ 
couraged, and plunged in an overwhelm¬ 
ing apathy*.«.Nothing is to be dreaded 

■ / 

here but espionnage*'..,.^^ Wh'AlV* said 
Mademoiselle de La Fayette, in the 
society pf the queen?”—That is pre¬ 
cisely the place where it is most active/,^ 
But bpw does the queen suffer spies hft 
her private circle ?**—“ They belong to 
the court: they are known, and that is 
something. Were they to be expelled 
the cardinal would gain over others, of 
whom we should long remain the dupes. 
It is for our own interest to preserve the 
present ones/*—“ But who are then those 
unworthy creatures?”—“ In the first place 
Cbavigny, who has always been sold to 
the ministry/’ — “ 1 recollect having 
heard this/’—“ We frequently amuse 
ourselves in deceiiring him: whea we 
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ivish certain things to be communicated 
to the king or the’ cardmal which wo 
are afraid of telling them, we appear 
to utter them unawares before him ? I 
am almost always charged with this sort 
of part, which I act to admiration ; for 
there is an infinite pleasure in duping an 
informer; but itfrequmlly happens also, 
that things which are really imprudent 
escape from us in his presence during the 
heat of conversation, and the cardinal is 
Sure to be informed of them next day/* 
And the otfier spies?**—‘‘ Theyiscount 
de The Viscount de 

His manners are so noble!**....—“ Hence 
espionnage is but a trade for Chavigny, 
but it is an art for the Viscount de 
Chavigny relates clumsily to the car¬ 
dinal whatever he hears; but tlie Vis- 
' count de falls upon quite a different 
plan: he never reports a positive phrase 
every thing is vague in his informations ^: 

this is the dignity of the thing.But he 

gives pretty clearly to understand' that 
such a person is not an admii'er of the 
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cardinal, or ccnsun^s him ; that another 
IS his enemy: all this is told with deli¬ 
cacy, and not under the guise of odious 
reports: they arc traits which accidentally 
escape from him through his attachment 
for the cardinal.,..they arc admirably un¬ 
derstood and |>rofit('d by, and serve to 
produce hatred and revenge.,..and the 
Viscount de receives honours, places, 
and pensions.“ What a place this is!^^ 
“ It requires a long residence and study 
to know it thoroughly : kno^wledge of the 
Avorld is jiiot suiiicient here,,..Every thing 
vicious and ridiculous is softened, rcr 
fined, and veiled at court: the natural in 
tone and manners is in general more im¬ 
perfect in it than in the circles of Paris: 
but in return, affectation is.less marked, 
falsehood more suspicious of itself, and 
fearful of more experienced and more in¬ 
terested observers : hypocrisy and flat¬ 
tery never appear here under a vylgar 
form; imbecility and folly appear only 
hy stealth, and with;.snch‘, delicate fea¬ 
tures that it requires very nice eyes to 
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discover them. For example, this Vi^ 
<X]tunt de ***, of whom we were speak-* 
rog just now, \('hen out of his disguise at 
Paris, is an ostentatious fool; his object 
there is to induce people to believe that 
be possesses credit, and is. beloved by 
the cardinal^' but here the object is to 
persuade 'the world .that he has uo pre* 
tensions, and that he is only guided by 
honourable views, by sentiments of glory* 
and attachment: hence the Viscount 
de another tone, another 

appearance, and another language, 
no k)nger distinguishable/’—^^ It: must 
be owned that all this shows a good 
taste in the dissimulation/’—** And this 
good taste gives rise at court to actions 
and proceedings externally praise-woctbyr 
which we setdom witness elsewhere.. 
Propriety is so nobly managed, that it 
assumes the appearance of yirtuo#*^ 
Ko one here endeavours, to supplai^..^ 
friend; for treachery of tins pature woul4^ 
bediahoQOurable, and dishonoMr is df^ad-* 
cd M so invincible cbsUcie to 
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The chagrin for the disgrace bt t n^inia* 
ter f6r whom a great attachment hts been 
f>rofes8ed, is not only not atempted to be 
concealed, but even studiously 
hdhe<^: he is not abandoned in the first 
it^ihents of his misfortune; btft then the 
attentions to be shewn hitn^have in this 
case their limited time, after which it is 
allowable to neglect and forget him, like 
the mournings which we wearHvithout 
affliction, and at the end of which, throw* 
ing aside the appearance of affliction, we 
Cease any longer to constrain ourselves. 
But these forms are' becoming; they 
prevent low and shocking actions'; they 
give an estimable appearance to manneffs, 
and they preserve alive ideas of a nobfe 
and just nature. It is quite natural that 
in the place where the greatest desire and 
the greatest interest to succeed should 
bo united, the exterior should also be fho 
fOost seductive^ and all the means of 
pleasing and interesting better calculated 
thofi elsewhere.—Yes, if every thing 
which we see and beaf in^tbis pi^acO of 
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an amiable and praise-worthy nature 
were produced by sincere sentiments^ 
this would be the golden age, and the age 
ofcivilization.** 

This conversation was prolonged 
through the greatest part of the night: 
ihe break of day at last forced the two 
friends to separate. 

An accident happened next day which 
.diffused a just indignation thropgh the 
little court of the queen. We have al¬ 
ready mentioned that the queen had 
.built and founded the female Enonastery 
of Val-de-Grace: she frequently shut 
herself up there without any followers, 
and passed several days in it: these 
pious retreats were rendered suspected 
to the king, whom they persuaded that 
the queen merely withdrew to this con¬ 
vent. for the purpose of writing in full 
freedom to her brother, the King ^ 
Spain.* It was supposed that all the 
lettei:s of that prince were there deposited. 

■ i' I p- . - ■ 


♦ Hhtorkal.—Tkciro was then a war with Spain. 
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and the king gave orders to the Arch¬ 
bishop of Paris and the Chancellor Se- 
guier, to visit the convent, and especi¬ 
ally the queen's apartment. On enter¬ 
ing the house, the Archbishop prohibited 
the nuns, under the pain of excommu¬ 
nication, from speaking to one another: 
all the keys were demanded, they search¬ 
ed every cell and the apartment of the 
queen »with the most minute care: a 
box, of which the queen had the key, 
Was forced open, and nothing was found 
in it but penitential robes, girdles armed 
with iron points, disciplines, sackcloths, 
and prayer-books.* This produced the 
greatest confusion among the queen’s in¬ 
formers. The singular disclosure only 
served to publish the piety of that 
princess, a piety the more touching, as 
she had hitherto carefully concealed its 
aust<'rit 3 \ This triumph of the queen 
caused the great(?st enibarrassment to 


♦ jiioiono s!. —de Madame 


ville. 
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the king, and it proditoed on him the 
usual efff!Ct of rendering him less acces¬ 
sible and more savage than usual. The 
adventure, in exciting the indignation of 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette^ increased 
her aversion for the king, whom she had 
not yet discovered, though she had been 
several days at court. As she was ex¬ 
pressing one day to Madame de Beau¬ 
mont her sentiments on this subject, 

r 

Well,^* said the marchioness, ‘‘when 
you shall have seen him, you will not 
speak in this manner/*—“ I shall always 
think as I now do/*-—“ First, he is very 
handsome.**—“ So it is said ; but what 
does that signify with such a character?** 
“ An interesting paleness, beautiful 
brown hair, naturally curled, regular 

f 

features, a melancholy air, an elegant 
and noble shapes in short, the figure^f 
a hero of a romance *.** “ This hero 

will never be mine; a bad son, a bad 
husband, an indolent king/*—“ He has 


* See jkfrmotr^f de Madame de Madeville^ 
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great abilities (heamoup 
** He is the more to be condemned/*— 
Those who are near him say be is feel¬ 
ing/* He has abandoned all hisfriends/* 
** It wa& proved to him that they betray- 
ed him/* “ It would seem that the friend¬ 
ship of a sovereign imprints on the per¬ 
son who is honoured with it an august 
and sacred character, which Ought, in 
every supposition, to preserve him from 
an ignominious death: hence Henry the 
Great has-been reproached for allowing 
him whom he loved so much and whose 
life he had saved in battle to perish on 
the scaffold. Yet no subject was ever 
more guilty than the Mareclial de Biron ; 
the king told him that he knew all, that 
he possessed proofs of his crime (which 
was the truth), that he merely wished 
for a sincere avowal, and that he would, 
then pardon every thingj: Biron persisted 
in denying, and the kins gave him up to 
justice; yet all Europe nevertheless were 

* All the memoiragree ta tlits.. 
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of opinion thatthisgreatKing,from respect 

for an old friendship so intimate and so 

tender, ought after the sentence to have 

pardoned him and saved him from the 

scaffold. How then can we excuse the 

'abandonment and death of Chalais*?- 

“ Chalais was rather the favourite of 

monsieur than of the king.” In short, 

you love the king?^* He is handsome^ 

* « 

witty, and brave; would you have a wOk» 
man not to take an interest in him. Be« 
sides, he has great virtues, his^piorals aF:3 
perfectly pure, and he possesses a great 
fund of justice.” A weak and in¬ 
dolent king cannot be just.—A sin** 
cere piety—very ill understood: I own 
^hat I have no great faith, in that piety, 
which does not produce the virtues which 
belono* to the situation of the individual.” 

O f 

He has been in love, and his love %as 


♦ And .still loss thit of the grand ea^t/er Cinq 
Mars; but the punishment of the latter did not 
take place till long^ afterwards, and a year before 
the death of iho king. 
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of, the most pure description, or rather, 
it was a tender and perfect friendship/' 
“ For Mademoiselle de Hautefort? But 
if he had loved her^ she would have re¬ 
formed his character; she would have 
elevated his soul/' She did not take 
the trouble/' Why then did she re¬ 
ceive his confidence?" “ To make her 
court to the queen, to boast of it, to 
laugh him/' “ That is shocking : 
poor prince! He is indeed unfortunate." 

Should he happen to enter^in for you 
the same#sentiment which he had for 
Mademoiselle de Hautefort?" “ What 
an idea! What folly!" “Why? you 
are so beautiful, and have so sage ad ap¬ 
pearance!....! know that yesterday even¬ 
ing on his retiring to bed he spoke a 
great deal of you." “ Well, what said 

he “ Ask the Commander de Jars. 

The king, notwithstanding bis habitual 
indolence^ asked a thousand questions 
concerning you : the commander ex*’ 
tolled your wit, the Count de Sois- 
sous praised your beauty^ the Count de 
la Meilleraye spoke in high teriifsof yotflr 
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getttleness» your modesty* your'^be¬ 
haviour, and the king drew the conclu¬ 
sion . that you , were a person equally* 
charming and faultless. You may 
assured that he will remark you; in tbe> 
mean time you have already made * a;, 
'brilliant conquest.*' How ?” ** That’ 

of the Count de Soissons, who is already.* 
desperately in love.with you." I do: 
not believe it; but such a love would be ^ 
extremely offensive to me: an. alliance 
with a prijneess can alpnei become a man 
of.his hirtb and rank: bis aipbition isp 
well known, and bis morals arc.neither 
pure nor decent." “ This is, very true 
but he.possesses a lively head,, grandeur 
of soul* and is very susceptible of the . 
e^vated and exalted«...with all .this he 
n^y be carried a great way by love;,and..' 
wkore* pray, would be the fol]y of feeling 
an-enthusiasm for a female of an iUnstw- ; 
oqs birth, equally beautiful, witty* 
virtuous? Your heart is free: if, I/^ere » 
in. your situation* 1 would subjugiate and»> 
enchain hi po* snd l;tvq|] Id become Couprf.i 
tess de Soissons." But* my dear friend* 
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yotrf^are become quite extravagant this 
evening/* ‘‘ Not at all: I am speaking 
vfpy reasonably. When J reflect on all 
your perfections: when I see the extraor* 
dillary sefisation u hich you produce 
here» f h'el for you an ambition beyond 
bounds.** And have you none your¬ 
self?** YeSt .I might perhaps possess 
some, but then it should be of a common 
iiort. ]^hat 1 am proposing to you is 
certainly of a suffieieiitly noble nature/* 

** 1 do not think so: to se4uce a light¬ 
headed naan, whose conduct cannot be 
held In much estimation, to lead him to 
form an ill-suited connexion, to take ad- 1 

m 

vantage of his passion without sharing it* 

» , 

is a triutriph which an artful coquette 
might perhaps obtain, but which does 
not tempt me.-r-My heart requires an 
elevated sentiment, and my ambition the 
most exalted aim/* You are hard to 
please; but if the Count de 9oisaone 
should be fortunate enough to please 
you, you would find him amiable; were 
he to gain this noble and proud heart V\ 
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“ Then I should only hav.e his glory in 
view; ray ambitron would be limited to 
him, and 1 should not marry him/* At 
these words the marchioness was wartfaly 
affected, and seizing one of the hands of 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette, she pressed 
'it in her own.—‘‘ I can conceive this 
last sentiment,*’ she said,^ with a sigh, 
“ and when you shall learn my story, 
you will see that 1 also am capable nf' 
sa.crificing myself for the man I love/* 
MademoiselK3 de la Fayette was eager to 
learn this story, but it was torf late to*^ 
begin the recital. “ Besides,**’ added 
Madame de Beaumont, “ our quarter's ‘ 
service with the queen will be finished’^ 
in fifteen days, when we shall have a' 
whole week's liberty^ and as we can then 
dispose of our leisure at our pleasure,T 
shall satisfy your curiosity/* 

Two days after this conversation 
demoiselle de la Fayette, vvith the queen*s < 
permission, went to Paris under the guid¬ 
ance of Mademoiselle de Guise, to join 
the Charitable‘Ladies, and accotopaity "' 
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them in one of their visits to the Hotel-* 
Dieu. This pious association, composed 
of the most distinguished ladies of the 
court and city, and under the direction 
of SainuVincent, went to that hospital 
with religious consolations and refresh¬ 
ments for the patients, and to form by 
their example the young grey-sisters 
(Sceurs grisesj^ newly instituted for the 
purpose of managing and teiidijpg the 
patients. These ladies, a great number 
of whom were ^'^cry youiig, bird ' a 

f ■* 

chamber •near the hospital for the pre¬ 
paring of linen and making broths, and 
necessary refreshments for the patients. 
In this chamber they established girls, 
taken in from charity, to perform all these 
offices. Every morning five ladies of the 
association distril^uted broths and meats 
to the patients: and in the afternoon, at« 
tended by the grey-sisters, they returned 
with fruits and pastry ^; and it is thus 
-:_ 

* Historical. — Vie de Saint Vincent by AbbolU 
Bisbop of Rliodea. 

TOL. 1. .1 
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that Christian charity alone joins with the 
solidity of benevolence all the charm and 
the grace of the most delicate and ex¬ 
quisite attention. 

Mademoiselle de Guise and Made¬ 
moiselle de la Fayette, named to fill 
' these sublime functions, repaired with 
three other ladies to the Uktel^Dieu: 
there Mademoiselle de la Fayette, as 
.well as her companions, tucked up her 
sleeves, put on above her mourning 
dress, a large apron of white linen, and 
took up a basket full of fruit.* This 
dress which announced actions of so 
touching a nature, gave an additional 
charm to the figure of every one of the 
ladies; but it particularly embellished 
^Mademoiselle de la Fayette, whose arms 
and hands were singularly beautifuU 
In this dress, she ran thn ugh all the 
halls with her companions, distribcKing 
refreshments, and speaking to the pa¬ 
tients w'ith the most tender affection. 

* Such wai la reality the costume of those 
ladies. 
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As they were in the middle of the last 
hall, they heard a rumour significative of 
some event, and immediately people 
came running towards them with the in¬ 
formation that the king was coming to 
visit the hospital, and that he would im¬ 
mediately make his*appearance. Made¬ 
moiselle de la Fayette, who had never 
yet seen him, expected him with a cu¬ 
riosity which occasioned a sort of emo¬ 
tion. Immediately the folding doors 
opened, and the king was announced. 
He was followed only by the Duke de 
Bellegarde, the Marquis de Souvr6, and 
the Count de la Meilleraye. Mademoi¬ 
selle de la Fayette, who was behind 
Mademoiselle de Guise, advanced preci¬ 
pitately to see him, but her eyes encoun¬ 
tering at the.same moment those of the 
king, she retired blushing. However, 
she observed that he whispered some¬ 
thing to the Count de la Meilleraye : she 
conjectured that he was asking him .a 
question, and that she herself was the 
object of the question ; for the modesty^ 

I a 
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of a woman, however perfect it may bo, 
never prevents her from remarking any 
thing in her favour. She found the 
king’s exterior such as it had been 
painted by Madame de Beaumont; she 
even thought that it was impossible to 
convey any idea of the mildness and 
touching charm of his look and his phy¬ 
siognomy. The king advanced ; he first 
spoke to Mademoiselle de Guise, and 
then to Mademoiselle de la Fayette, 
designating her by her name. He 
Spoke in the most obliging aivd gracious 
terms to her of the action which she 
was employed in, and turning towards 
the other ladies, he made a general ap¬ 
plication of this eulogy. He went through 
all the halls. The ladies who were en¬ 
titled to do the honours of the place 
followed him every where: he frequently 
spoke to them, and examined every thlrig 
with evident interest. This unexpected 
visit diffused a universal joy throughout 
the hospital, and seemed to give new 
(Hiength to all the patients. Mademow 
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selle de la Fayette, having witnessed the 
effect produced by the king’s presence, 
was very much affected by it; more 
than once her eyes were filled with 
tears* The king on taking his leave 
left a considerable sum, with orders to 
place it at the disposal of the holy founder 
of this pious establishment. 

When the king was seated in his 
carriage, he spoke ^ to the Count de 
la Meilleraye of Mademoiselle de la 
Fayette, with a warmth he seldom dis¬ 
played. ^She bad in realfty produced 
the most profound impression on his 
heart, and left an in4ktinguishable recol¬ 
lection in his imagination. How could 
he forget this first interview, having 
seen this beautiful and brilliant figure 
under the angelic form of compact 
sionate and beneficent piety, and the 
most touching goodness !...Louis at last 
decided on leaving his solitude, and that 
very evening he appeared in the queen’s 
circle. On entering, his eyes sought 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette : her mourn- 

i3 
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ingi and the extreme simplicity of her 
dress, destitute of every species of orna¬ 
ment, might have sufficed to distinguish 
her at the very first glance in the midst 
of a circle of women dressed with the 
richest stuffs, and loaded with diamonds. 
The queen called Mademoiselle de la 
Fayette to her, to present her to the 
king, who said obligingly with a smile, 
tnat she had already presented -herself 
in the morning, in the most interesting 
manner. , He spoke of the HotelsJDieu^ 
and extolled with warmth the piety of 
the charitable ladies. After this general 
conversation, he approached Mademoi¬ 
selle de la Fayette, and spoke to her for 
more than half an hour of the Countess 
de Brfegi, whose virtue he extolled, and 
of the countess’s sister, whom he called 
a heroine. Mademoiselle de la Fayejte, 
hearing the praise of persons whose me¬ 
mory she revered and cherished, replied 
with an expression of gratitude and sen¬ 
sibility: she completely captivated Louis, 
whp not daring to prolong this con versa- 
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tion much more, separated from her, 
sighing; but he remained all the evenings 
a thing which he never used to do: he 
spoke to all the women with a mildness 
and winningness of manner which were 
remarked; for in a circle we are never 
so amiable with every person as when we 
have a passionate desire of pleasing only 
one. The most flattfering and intoxica* 
ting praise is that which we receive uni¬ 
versally before the beloved object. 

The king returned next day to the 
^ueen^s rircle: there he appeared still 
more amiable than the day before, and to 
be occupied in an especial manner with 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette. Every mind 
was at that time agitated with political 
events: the Spaniards were making a 
fearful progress in France: they had 
effected a descent in Provence, and infor¬ 
mation had just come from another quar¬ 
ter that they had taken Corbie in Picardy* 
Louis announced to the council in the 
morning that he was on the point of 
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setting off without delay to put himself 
at the head of his troops to repulse the 
Spaniards. Men and money were want¬ 
ing : the situation of France was so 
alarming, that the genius of Richelieu 
was alarmed, and for a moment he had 
even thoughts of withdrawing* from af¬ 
fairs; but the Cardinal de la Valettc ani¬ 
mated his courage and his hopes, and for 
theglory of France, this great minister con¬ 
tinued to retain the sovereign authority.* 
Lours,' on*ihe eve of his departure for 
the army, in so critical a momdnt, had 
every eye fixed on him, and excited a 
general interest: they called to mind the 
brilliant courage he had already shown in 
war, and particularly at the siege of 
Royan in Saintonge, where he four times 
mounted the parapet to reconnoitre the 
place with the evident danger of his lif^f 
they still recollected the valour of which 
he had at the same time given the most 
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distinguished testimony in Poitou, when* 
at the head of his guards, he parsed at 
midnight into the isle of Rhe, and drove 
Soubise from it, after defeating the troops 
which defended that important post 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette heard all 
these anecdotes, and many others of the 
same nature, repeated the whole day 
through. She saw only in Louis aii 
interesting hero. She forgot his weak¬ 
nesses and his injustice: she thought only 
of his courage, his amiable qualities, and 
the dangers to which he was to be ex¬ 
posed : the air of the king, always me¬ 
lancholy, but serene, and his calm beha¬ 
viour, added to the interest she felt for 
him in secret. The king publicly ah- 
nounced that he would set out as soon 
as the levy of twenty thousand fnet^. 
made at Paris by his orders should be 
completed: he said that >t should be 
almost entirely composed of servants^and 
apprentices'^, and he added that .this 

. I ^ - .- — ■ ■ ■■■■■■. ■■ 

e Uiitorical. t Which was the esae*« 

I 6 
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little army would not be the worse for it, 
bocHUse every Freneiimaii upon occasion 
becomes an excelleiil scildier. 

The queen and nearly all the ladies 
being engaged at play, the king sat down 
beside Mademoiselle de la Fayette, wdio 
was not playing, and he convers 'd a 
long time with her. Mademoiselle de 
la Fayette spoke in general ot‘ the me¬ 
lancholy which a di'parture for war oc¬ 
casions to those who remain behind. 

Happy ara they,” said the king, “ who 
are personally regretted !,...They have an 
additional motive for loving glory : they 
ought to pursue it with ardour when it 
can honour the object of their love!.... 
But when we are not love<l, courage is 
without me'rit, and without recompense.” 
••••These words produced a strong im¬ 
pression on Mademoiselle de la Fay^te; 
the king remarked it, he looked at her 
steadily, and after a momerit*s silence 
be;an again. 1 hope,^' said he, in a 
low V Ac -, ^MhatW) shall resume this 
conversation • • * • X earnestly desire it.” 
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With these words he withdrew without 
waiting an answer. Mademoiselle de la 
Fayette fixed her eyes upon him wdth 
emotion, and she was thoughtful and 
absent during the remainder of the even¬ 
ing. When she was alone with the 
Marchioness de Beaumont, the latter 
said, Fvery body is of opinion that 
the king is in love with you, but in 
his own way,” continued she, ‘‘ a chaste 
and timid love, to which even in thought 
be will never give that profane name. The 
Count ^le la Aleilleraye asserts that he 
has all the symptoms of an extreme passion 
for you, and that he bad not any such 
for Mademoiselle de Hautefort, whom 
he loved but feebly.*’ “ I do not know 
the king,** answered Mademoiselle de la 
Fayette, “ but 1 own that i have lost many 
of my prejudices against him, because 1 
think 1 can discover that he has never 
been corn ctly appreciated. His princi¬ 
ples are too austere t> allow him to yield 
to a ert mi rial passion; he is capable of 
friendship, and it is necessary fur him to 



180 


MADEMOISELLE 


open his heart; his confidence has 
been abused: perhaps he seeks for truth, 
perhaps he is worthy of hearing it; 
if he asks me the truth, 1 shall not dis- 
semble it/’ ‘‘ I am very certain of that; 
and if you could give him courage to 
.reign by himself, and to shake off the 
yoke of the cardinal, what a service you 
would render to France We are 

speaking of chimeras: the king will 
not consult me, nor require the truth 
from me; besides he is going to set out/’ 
«« Very well, ffe will find you con his 
return/* Let us drop this folly.,..but 
let us pity this brave, feeling, and able 
prince, who fills his station so ill. It is 
evident that he feels, that he suffers, and 
that he is unhappy !...If he had a real 
friend, he might have been a worthy 
Successor to Henry IV. This is a dis¬ 
tressing reflection !** “ Let us hojlfe, 

however; he is yet very young It 

is said he spoke this morning with much 
firmness to the deputies of parliament, 
whb refused to register the edicts for the 
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sums . necessan^ to carry on the v/ar.—• 

_ F 

‘ Yes, the money which I dema,nd,* said 
he to them, ‘ is neither for play nor extra-* 
vagant cxpences; it is not for myself 
that I demand it, but for the interest 
and glory of the nation. Those who 
oppose my wishes in this, do more harm 
to me than the Spaniards ; but I shall find 

means of enforcing obedience.**' It 

must be owned there is energy in that 
discourse . . . Ah ! 1 am persuaded that 
he is not known." • 

' The fallowing days the king regularly 
visited at the queen’s, and appeared 
always equally occupied with Made¬ 
moiselle de la Fayette ; but his timidity 
would not permit him to converse long 
with her at a time, for he perceived that he 
was anxiously observed. On the day 
before his departure for the army, he 
went in the morning to the queen, and 

on leaving that princess, he stopped in the 

, _ _ 

* Hiitorical. The parliament ended by regir- 
tcrhig almost every edict. 
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closet where the maids of honour were: 
he approached Alademoiselle de la Fa¬ 
yette, who, with one of her companions, 
was in the recess of a window, and the 
companion having withdrawn, the king 
took her place, and ordered Madeinoi-* 
selle de la Fayette to sit down beside 
him. Alademoiselle de la Fayette being 
at a great distance from her companions, 
and as it were t^te-a-tSte with the king, 
recollected with extreme emotion that it 
was in this rnanner he conversed with 
Mademoiselle-de Hautefort during his' 
intimacy with her.../^ 1 come,'* said the 
king to her with a low and trembling 
voice, “ 1 come to bid you adieu.^’ At 
these words, Mademoiselle de la Fa¬ 
yette bowed, without possessing suffi¬ 
cient strength to answer: she looked 
down, and Louis felt a keen emotion 
on observing tears steal down Ifer 
cheeks..*. ** 1 have had,*' he continued^ 
** but few moments of happiness in my 
life, but this is one.” • • • . To these 
words, pronounced in n stiU lower voicc> 
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and with greater agitation, Mademoiselle 
de la Fayette, equally embarrassed and 
affected, returned for answer, that every 
French heart would express the senti¬ 
ment which she felt, if the king should 
deign to inquire. “ Iso, Mademoiselle,’' 
replied Louis, “ I wish only to speak to 
your's ... And if I there find the friend¬ 
ship which I have hitherto sought in 
vain, my entire confidence will be the 
price.... Perhaps, on knowing my cha¬ 
racter, my situation, and «»niy misfor¬ 
tunes, y(!>u will approve of many things 
which I have been forced to do, and for 
which [ have been very unjustly blamed. 

But I set out to-morrow : I carry a pleas- 
■ 

ing idea along with me.... Preserve that 
touching sensibility forme; • . . if heaven 
permit me to return,it will be iny consola¬ 
tion"...'Fhis conversation was interrupted 
the Duchess de Chevreuse, who, is^ 
suing out of the queen's apartment, 
crossed the closet. The king, who had 
risen on hearing the door open, advanced 
towards the duchess, and spoke to her witl^ 
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embarrassment. The duchess seized this 
moment of discomposure to ask a favour. 
This solicitation, which removed overv 
idea of what had been passing, freed the 
kingfrom his embarrassment; and, through 
gratitude, he instantly granted, with the 
very best grace, what the duchess de¬ 
manded. On his departure the duchess, 
laughing, sat down beside Mademoiselle 
de la Fayette, who had recommenced, 
with an air of great application, her la¬ 
bours on a small work of tapestry. With 
a smile, she asked the duchess the cause 
of her gaiety. “ It is,’', answered the 
duchess, because 1 have just displayed 
an admirable presence of mind ; and as 
you are commencing your career at 
court, I shall relate this trait tor your 
instruction. The king, without hating 
me, is not fond'of me ; and he is some-^ 
what in dread of my inconsiderate cha« 
racter and satirical humour. Hence, of 
all those who might happen to interrupt 
his conversation with you, I am exactly 
the person who would give him the 
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greatest displeasure. He advanced to«» 
vvards me with a disconcerted air. I in¬ 
stantly felt the advantage which might 
be drawn from this favourable occasion* 
I know that people are always obliging 
when they are afraid, especially in the 
first agitation... I instantlv' demanded a 
very important favour for myself; and, 
as I foresaw, he did not hesitate a mo¬ 
ment in granting it. 1 shall be grateful 
for it, and shall not relate this little ad¬ 
venture to any person ; bui you must 
agree witti me that this is admirable.” 
Mademoiselle de la Fayette agreed in 
nothing: she even feigned not to com¬ 
prehend any thing of what the duchess 
had said; and she endeavoured to gjve 
the most simple turn to the marked pre¬ 
ference which the king had displayed for 
her. The duchess rallied her on her re¬ 
serve and her prudence : “ On the king’s- 
return,” said she, “ we will resume this 
conversation. 1 shall give you good ad¬ 
vice ; and if you will follow my counsel, 
in less than six months you will turn the 
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whole conr^ ups:i!(^ down, and it has 
great need cf an entire regeneration. It 
is in an asiouisbing state of apathy; no* 
thing goes on ; every spring is paralysed ; 
we must give it new motion and life; 
and nothing is so easy iT you will only 
exactly follow the plan which 1 shall 
chalk out for you.^’ Mademoiselle de la 
Fayette took this very serious discourse 
of the Duchess de Chevreuse for a mere 
piece of pleasantry^ 

As soon as Mademoiselle de la Fayette 
was disentangled from this conversation, 
she invented a pretext for retiring; and 
she went and shut herself up for the 
purpose of reflecting by herself without 
constraint on the last adieu of the king. 
The king had at last explained himself 
clearly: he wanted a friend; he had 
announced his choice, and promised^aw 
entire confidence. His religious principles 
were so well known, that his intimacy 
with Mademoiselle de Hautefort had not 
given rise to the smallest slander. It 
would therefore be a ridiculous prudery 
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to repulse his friendship, and even a 
sort of indecency to suppose him to be 
influei:ced by other sentiments tlian^those, 
which he displayed with so much can«- 
dour and simplicity* In short, be af«> 
firmed that neither his character nor the 
motives of his conduct were known. 
How much she was disposed to believe 
so ! with what sincerity she abjured all 
the prejudices which she had against 
him !.... The object which pleases and 
is found amiable, and by which we be¬ 
lieve ourselves loved, ppssjBSses all the 
most powerful meatus of per suasion ..Ma* 
demcaselle de la Fayette could not be de¬ 
ceived with ^respect to the extreme in¬ 
dolence of Louis; but then she could 
urge such powerful reasons to induce 
him to get the better of it. The van¬ 
quishing this difiSculty did not depress 
her imagination* Women love nothing 
so much as a field for the exercise of 
their creative talents: to correct, improve, 
and inspire^ is to act, govern, and reign-*— 
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the only glorious and legitimate empire 
\^hicli nature has granted to women, and 
whichf^ the laws cannot take from them. 
With what virtuous liberty and energy Ma-^ 
demoiselle de la Fayette resolved to speak 
to the king when he should open his 
heart to her! Undoubtedly he was not 
so weak at bottom as he was stated to be ; 
for had not he spoken to the Parliament 
with the greatest firmness ? and had not he 
displayed a great deal also in continuing 
the war with vigour, and setting off to 
put himself at the head of his* troops? 
With his talents, his sensibility, and good 
advice, .why should he not equal hrs 
lather in renown ? why not even surpass 
him ? Friendship would inspire him 
with his activity and his constancy in 
laborious and difficult operations. He 
possessed his courage and his intell^t; 
and he had an advantage over Henry IV. 
in the possession of morals of the most 

I 

perfect purity. In short, if it was flat- 

I 

tering to obtain the esteem and conh- 
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dence of a heroi, it was still more so to 
form one worthy of the admiration of 
the universe. 

These seductive ideas floated still 
somewhat vaguely in the head of Ma¬ 
demoiselle de la Fayette ; but they were 
germinating there, and could not fail soon 
to develope themselves, and to carry her 
sentiments and her hopes to the highest 
pitch of enthusiasm. 

The king took his departure at the 
dawn mg of the following ci^y, followed 
by, nearly the whole of his courtiers of 
every age. After his departure, for 
several days many women were seen to 
display all the exaggeration of affliction 
for just subjects .of alarm, while others 
betrayed, in spite of all their efforts, the 
secret griefs which they ought to have 
concealed. This affectation on the,one 
hand, and constraint on the other» dif- 
fused throughout the court the uiost 
gloomy sadness and ennui. At last, 
hotrever, it was allowed that they ougjhi 
to attempt to get over it; and without 
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owning that it was possible for them to 
be amiisccb they immediately pursued 
ev^ry amusement with their accustomed 
ardour. 

Mademoiselle de la Fayette took ad¬ 
vantage of some days of liberty to go to 
Vincennes to* the country-house which 
her aunt had left her. She took the 
Marchioness de Beaumont along with 
her; and one evening, when they were 
alone together, she put her in mind of 
the promise*)which she had given, of re¬ 
lating the principal events of 'her life. 
“ I consent,” said the Marchioness; 

I 

but I am going to reveal the most im¬ 
portant of all my secrets to you—a secret 
which honour and love prescribe the 
concealment of, especially to the object 
the most interesting to us. You must 
therefore give me your word never ^to 
reveal it.” Mademoiselle de la Fayette 
gave the promise which her friend ex¬ 
acted, and the marchioness related her 
story in the following terms: 
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HISTORY OF 

THE MARCHIONESS DE BEAUMONT. 

Married, at fifteen and a few months, 
to a man of fifty, I was happy in being 
allied to a rich, worthy, and amiable hus¬ 
band, possessed of an excellent cha¬ 
racter. I left the convent with all the 
innocence of a boarder, utterly ignorant 
of the world, and unacquainted with 
theatres; ‘ and whose only idea of dissi¬ 
pation was taken from the recreations of 
qhe convent. I regretted the good nuns 
and my companions; but, to tell you the 
truth, I soon forgot my grief in the.joy 
of receiving fine clothes and an elegant 
corbeille^ and the pleasure of making an 
infinity of small presents to my female 
friends. Having never worn any thing 
but our common black convent-dress* 
with a suitable mantle and head-dress* 
1 was a good deal astonished to see my¬ 
self, lit a mirror, equipped in a rich dress 
covered with silver and je^vels. The day 
after the marriage 1 was conducted to 
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an estate in Burgundy, seventy leagues 
from Paris. We arrived about mid-day : 
they were in readiness to receive us. We 
were met by a cavalcade of peasants, 
many of whom carried fusils and old 
carabines loaded with powder, which 
they fired off in the air in honour of us. 
I paraded through our village with all 
the pride of a conqueror who enters an 
enemy’s town in triumph. All the in¬ 
habitants were at their doors, and vied 
wdth one another in crying Success to our 
good lord and our young lady /*My sen¬ 
timents of vain glory were softened by a 
keen feeling of a different description, 
and 1 could not refrain from tears. In 

% 

this happy , disposition, 1 admired pro¬ 
digiously the majesty of our avenue of 
old elms, three times longer and broader 
than the beautiful alley of the garden of 
my comrant. The aspect of our ancient 
castle and its towers was equally a sub¬ 
ject of admiration.; and. my astonish¬ 
ment was at its heighth when all the 
yeung village-maidens, dressed in white*. 
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came to offer me flowers, and the old 
women cakes, small cheesesK and eggs. 
The education which we receive is well 
calculated for our happiness; the solitude 
ct a convent, the complete ignorance of 
the factitious pleasures ^ of the great 
world, prepare us for the purest and 
sweetest enjoyments, especially in •the 
class of the nobility, whose wives, when 
not attached to the court, are destined 
to pass the greatest part of their lives on 
their estates. • 

The d^y after my arrival in Burgundy 
was still a day of enchantment for me. I 
took possession of the va^t apartment of 
^ady of the Castle. I received the homdg^ 
of the venerable steward, who spoke *tp 
me with delight of the late marchioness, 
my mother-in-law: he appeared so' old, 
that it seemed to me he could have' 
spoken something respecting alf^tKe an-^ 
cestors of the family: he presented all tttb' 
principal domestics to me.. I was probid^ 
to think I wasabodt to reign with soV^»' 
reign authority't^ver sotnahy pSople. 1 rSli ’ 
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over every part of the house and offices* 
the kitchen-gardens, and the park, of 
which ,the splendid rows of beeches tow¬ 
ered up to the clouds, I saw that it would 
require at least eight days to enable me 
to get acquainted with my new empire. 
I received the visit of the clergyman whom 
I had already seen in the morning in his 
mansion-house, and afterwards in the 
church, where I was received with pomp. 
In the evening the good pastor came to 
give his benediction to my chamber,^ 
and at nine o’clock 1 repaired Ho the fa¬ 
mily gallery, where I was presented with 
a" prayer-book, in which 1 was to read 
pray era aloud to the whole house as- 
sembled together j*. On the following 


* A ceremony. M’liich alnay.i toak place in those 
. tunes da^ uf the arrL%ai of the Jjaif^ of 

a Castla^ ne\%ly oiarried, or on the following 
day. 

f A ctistom 4hich aras still regularly kept up 
"’ in casfU's^ and eTCir iti couMtr^-houses, about the 
middle ol the last century. 
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days I visited dtir neighbours, who re¬ 
ceived me with the iriosf friendly cor¬ 
diality. In all these excursions I felt 
an increase of esteem and affection for 
M. de Beaumont on* seeing how much 
he was cherished and revered by his do- 

V •' 

mestics and vassals, and the consid^ation 
and friendship which his"^ neighbours pos¬ 
sessed for him. In this manner I passed 
two years, the recollection of which will 
always be dear to me. At the end of this 
period we set out for Paris* and M. de 
Beaumont obtained for me a place about 
the queen’s person. 1 arrived at court 
at the age of seventeen ; but with an en- 
ig^ightcned guide, whom 1 loved and whom 
I. revered. I brought with me to this 
place, where every thing was to appear so 
new to me, an excessive timidity, which 
for a long time induced me to^preserve A 
profound silence, a inipd ' veryindiffe¬ 
rently cultivated, but possessing correct 
ideas of rectitude, and a siihplicity of taste, 
which the refined amusements of the great 

K"9 
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world have never ddpri^d of. Not¬ 
withstanding my ybuth, assisted by the 
'sage reflectidne x>f M. de Beaulnont, I 
formed much more correct judgments at 
that timd than an rinfinity of persons pos<» 
sessed of* -gre^t experience, because 
they were blinded by their pretensions 
aiid by coquetry; where^ I observed 
every thing with a calm curiosity, and^ 
without passions or illusions, easily dis* 

4 * 

cerned the path", because whatever .w^^ 
false struck me as iow- and vulgar. Rec¬ 
titude and' simplicity, with a Bttle na¬ 
tural talent, iiiVparta discernment which 
we have little reason to distrust, and 
which is surprising wlie'n we nntef the^ 
worid at my then age; for at .that period 
the taste is less refined, but the instinct 
much mote to be relied 6n. ^^11 ^my first 
impressions were coriwt; all those who 
displeaAed me.at first sight were at bot¬ 
tom eithelrvicious or ridiciiApits. In the 
end I haVe leariied to reflect with^mpre 
acuteness; but 1 have never passed such 
sound judgments. 
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I had been &ight niontha .at^ court, 
when I was obliged to leare it for a year 
in cons^uence of an eveht equally un» 
foreseen .and disastrous: ;M. . de Beau¬ 
mont was suddenly attached by a de- 
fluxion in the chest, and/ell a Yicticn pn 
the fifth day,... 1 lost the deareiy; and 
most respectable friend. j> remained with¬ 
out cfaildrehi guide, o^ forfyiie—and I 
was not eighteen. The queen permitted 
me to pass a year iu yetirethent. The 
Countess.de sister ,and*8Ucccssor to 

M. de Beaumont, conducted me to an 
estate in Burgundy 'which she inherited. 
I expeneiiced.;tfae mostpainfui sensations 
^pn nnding.myself in this chateau, where 
I 'n^as nothing now^but a stranger. The 
good peasants-received me with a sensi¬ 
bility tvbiiii affepted ,nie so^^ much the 
more; as these effusions of Alieir love 
were quite disfjiterested,^ and as ;they 
were in a high degree"* honourable to' fhe 
memory of'their vrrtuou^ lord; but in 
general it seems thatugratitude, in all its 

^ ^ * V ** j- * 

purity, has taken raftige with this inte- 

K 3 
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re^tihg class, and I anf persuaded that 
their very dependence adds to that grati¬ 
tude from which so many Sthdft virtues 
have their origin/ The authority which is 
not abused inspires a degree of veneration 
which* ^lljtalts evefy sentiment. What 
would filfar piety "be without^ respect!, 
and I aUif-pcrsuaded^ if ever the peasan- 
try should cease td be^ie^siils of the pro¬ 
prietors' of whatever benefit they 
might receive" ffohf the Tatteri far*^om 
toving .mens, thdy ^diUld iner^fy- en’vy 
thetn '^altlv, ^tind tfi@f • sfouid 

- I » * 

come insolent and ungrateful. 

The first wUeks I^^assedin castle 
wer^']'extf^el^ ji^nfitl to ■ mfe; but at 
lien^^^titb'c^t^^i^;i thi^dare, ^fid tfaenf* 
'fiS 5 ti'oii&te,'*pifedeiedin|' 8 '“pf' thoC’^o^t^ss, 
gi^Uaify ' IJiireaifdned Hheke^|^ji^6sSing 
sefisatliSfitlsr/ TfeyCodnteSs ,dd*?***- pos- 
^elises character iS iifi> 

,peiSiS08,‘'"and sM t|ffly*loviSS truly those 
■ sHeVgpt^rfi^ 'Her friendship se¬ 
cured '’fe' adtive' pVdtecliPn';*' «pd ‘dt Uhe 
6 k 1 :ne tlme-if alwh^' produces an Untite 



DK LA FAYSTTS. 


199 


dependeDp;e«, „.T^e count^s only ctc> 

quainted with- iqy .gentl^ness.:;^.jshe had 
seen me? yield a uniform .sut^mis^ont to 
her broUier; apd wjthoi^t reOectiqg on. 
the‘ motive , of that juai^obediyqqe, she 
imagined tba.t | sfaquld be et^iji^y. sub¬ 
missive to.ali^.her ^rshea. t found it 

perfjec.t in all the litilq concerns of so- 
chty; and for months wft., lived to¬ 
gether in an int;imacy ^t^og^ther. undis¬ 
turbed by ^ny thing^^wple^nt* The 
iflt^cest which, fhe took ip my .pros'-: 
perity induced her to,endeayour .ton^ake 
my fortith^; jnd she., thought of. re-, 
marryidg^ mq.'io .dtO; .Baron',d’Ui;bin, a 
distant re^tiop ,;^f .||er'%usban/], ,ef thb 
age of thicty-eight, wh^ onlj/^eritwas 
his imme^ae ive^^> 
pected'^yilpeiNfp.ns.; .^^be«Qf^ ;.posse^ 
of this fbrtune,. hisTja^y |teim>«Fem 

lateral relations, whom he-did^Ot love.-. 

The, countess^/ who' had in^^ted^hjin to 
her chat0a\i,* dire^tedPb,],^^^ to me;, 

but sbo saw 9 /ncW^|y. afflicted she 
agreed with the barpn that she should not 
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speak to me of these sentiments till the 
expiration of my mpurning. In the mean 
Mrhile, he took, every opportnnity of 
rendering himself agreeable to me ; and 
the countess never let slip any occasion 
of praising, his goodness and the ''ex¬ 
cellence of bis character. Not with- 

stHndtng all these endeavoyra» .1 was 
mucb.iessstruck With ^ moral qualities 
than with his disagreeable manners and 
absolute want of intellect.' 1 dis> 
dovered the designs of . the cquntg;^. „1 
had no desire of ^conding tb^; but 
that i might retard a • most disagreeable 
explanation,. I feip;i.ed, not to:.b 9 ve the 
smallest suspicion of ,■ 

1 hi^ b<^ ten. months, in Burgundy 
when a. new neighbour .arrived whom 
I was uQnequain^^ ,.wit^. -Thp Count, 
dh l^elcy. .purclxii^d a superb .estate^.iw.o . 
je^pes our*^. ^e was ;of ag^ 
of .Bf^y^two,, very rich, very• ambitious, 
a puiser in his dispoaitioo, but pc^pdua 
through vanity^:.; ^d .he h^an only son 
'af' tbe age of twenty, the Saint-Ibal, 
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whom you now see attached to the 
Count de Soissohs.... He paid my sister- 
in-law a visit, accompanied by his son ; 
and she received him as an old friend. 
Sarnt-lbal, who had not yet been pre¬ 
sented at‘ court, did not then possess that 
vivacity and brilliancy for which h^is now 
so'remarkable; but the tfraidity which 
is so becoming in youth; eyes full of fire, 
a look which ^^pres^ed all that his 
tongue failed to utter, gave him other 
graces by no means less seductive. In 
this first visitj^r clearly*tew* that he re¬ 
marked *the pretensions of the Baron 
d^Urbin to me, and the proteclion which 
he recei^d from the countess; and that 
he held them in derision. I saw still 
more clearly tfc^p' Impre'ssloA which I 
made on his' heart.... He Contrived to 
‘show* this in a lUoasancF 'Orffttent wajr's, 
but ‘with suCh adntirybll^ingeiiuity that 
not one of ttfe society had the'"snT^llest ‘ 
suspicion of it. I’hese observ^atihfis, 
which 1 made with 'extreme emotion, 
were not without danger for me,... A 
^ ‘ It d 
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sentiment absolutely new to me began ail 
of a sudden to disturb my repose, and 
overturn my destiny. The Count de 
Melcy told us that his son was going to 
travel for two years, and that he would 
aet out in the course of six weeks. My 
sister*in*law took this opportunity of giv¬ 
ing a Sort of moral lecture to Saiut-lbai, 


exhorting him tq jireserve in his travels 
the principles instilled itto him. ** Yes, 


madam/^ said he warmly ; and I sw^ear. 


the bottom of my soul, to bring 
back with nffe the^alfnes^ntlmertts/*... A 


'4 * ® 

look conveyed to me the true meaning 


of this .oath. jEle quitted us to return 
with his fththcr to^his chateau^; and he 

r 


left me confoundrd with his ingenious^ 


boldness, but more espet^ially at the ef¬ 
fect which it had produced on my heart. 

On the second day *aftervvard's,!^as 1 
was in my room, which looke'd into the 
court, about nine Vclock in the morning 
I he»^rd^the noise of a "horse arriving at 
full gallop. The impetoositjr of the 
horse repr^seuted to luy Imagination who 
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the horseman .wa^ I (lew trembling to my 
window and recognize'd Saiht-lbal. He 
was already at the fool of thle steps be¬ 
fore the house. He sprung from his horse. 

1 saluted him: he pressed hfs hand to 
bis heart with the most passionate ex- 
presi^ion* . L Wtithdrew under aii inex¬ 
pressible. agitation,. A few minutes-after- 
wards I vyn^ sent for to Dreakfast. 1 found 
Saint.Ibal ihta^ir]inj|-rpom,: he gave me 
aOt^nvitation from his father to dine next 
day with thepi.^ He breakfasted with us. 
After breakfast he returned to the salmn 
and seated himself'at some distance from • 
me. , That iny countenance and eyes 
inight-hp fixed pn ^methi^, *'1 tobk iip* 
my ordinary which Avas a'knit- 

purse. 1 let ipy silk bait seveml times 
fail, and jSaint-lfi|il always took it up. At 
length kept it, to , avoids as he said». 
4aij[gb£Qg^ the trouble ofpicki^^ up. He 
sat at tfie samedistancb.but we were con- 
neqted by;the thread ;which I was work- 

>' • -f —. ?*■ ‘-Aw* «u.'-!jJdt r n.T 
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ing with,, an"d the ball of whmh .he held. 
He iTouixl ni^ane v^ita this sleoder ^om* 
muqicatioh of converalng 'with n&e'#£> as 
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to be understood. From time to time he 
drew the thread gently towards him with 
an expression which seemed to dematid 
an answer* This answer was of so vague 
and new a kind, it was so easy to be 
disavowed, that after a good deal of hesi¬ 
tation I could npt refrain from making 
it* 1 drew, in turn, the thread towards 
me, and then I felt^the thread tremble 

A* 

and vibrate under my fingers . * •. and I 
could not mistake the expression of 
trcmj^le, joy, and gratitude! My work 
fell from my X took it up : the 

thread continued to speak to me, and 
I still answered* All this time we were 
not interrupted b^the conversation* 
What eyes, even the most penetrating, 
could have discovered J^is mysterious 
language ? The Baron cFUrbin, who was 
walking up aqd down the room, fre¬ 
quently came up to me to speak* Saint- 
Ibal then gave the thread two gentle 
shakes, sort of proceeding was a 

clear indication to me of bis discontent 
an^ jealousy. To dissipate this rising 
discontent, instead of answering the ba> 
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ron,-1 turned my bead another way. All 
at bhce tbe baroh seated 'hifnself beside 
me: af that iostantSaint-Iba) gave such 
a rud^ phli to the thread that jt Broke'...• 
1 i went and took anpthpr place, 

and I.gav^R.Overworking. Half an lipur 
afteiirardd ^int-lbal' Hrdii~oh)jg<^d to quit' 

^ A I n 

US without having it" in bis power to 
whisper a single word^j me, or even to 
approach mei,,s^fi^:W,sefy■ was I brsleged 
by tbo b^roa” and my sister-in-law. 1 

\ ^ •■'1 r ’ f Ojt •* 

repaired to my chamber, not for 
purpose of Veflec fi^ J^Iy* on this in¬ 
trigue^ c6ina)eiiced with so much'ipi-, 
pudence,'butiliat 1 might.think ofS'aint- 
Ibal without eonstrtptt or intefruptiori. 

' When we bkve lUuyct 'had iany^[iipulse, 
of coquetryhavejifh experience ' 
in this^ way,'''{ln^i. wfreft are only 
eighteenj we aife' rifuch'mbre easily en¬ 
tangled tbaif a coqueifi^ of thirty, be- 
eau^u'--tbe* 'greabisl: .follf^s in Iqv^ ’are 
pro<iuS^d*’By‘sensibifity ’ alhd i^cerity.' 
I 4tfgh't t0 have been afraid*'p^.th% youth 
of Shinf-Ibal*; hUt 1 otily 'saw iu his aj^e 
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a security for )]is candour; He was to 
go abroad for two years; bu^ then he had 
promised me to return with the same 
sentiments. HiS father no doubt denned 
some rich heiress for him ; but this father 
adored 'himf«' and the interest and happi- 
ness of his soii >pfoidd easily get the better 
of eVery other consideratioiii These hopes 

> ^ ^ I t, ^ ^ ^ 

appeared to me 9d£|eaaonabi^ and so solid, 
t^at I did not e^eildace the‘smallest 
uneasiness respecting the future. ' ' 
me went to dine with the Counfc^de 
Melcy: I catrifed^j^ork there. Saint- 
Ibal, always at a disfance^ from ifie, took 
pbssessidri, in a playful manner,, of my 
bail of silk ;''dhd Hl(png lio' other means 
of cofipsponding 'togeither, ’ we recom¬ 
menced thd^ute cdnimrSati^n which be 
had inventea;^'and which, noth of us so 
,well understood- I p&’ssed . two days 
after, this Withoiit se^hg Saint^bal: at 
length he retui*n€d with, his fattier, anJ 
my 'pulie wits‘ finished tKat-da!y*’ The 
haron pretended that^I had pro¬ 

mised it^o; him.'- This'I positivfel/^^^ 
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nied; he insisted. My sister-in*lavF, 
%vith a great^eal of dryness, gave false 
evidence in favour of the baron. During 
this discussion I felt an extreme degree 
of impatience. I was at ad oppn window 
which looked into the garden: I threw 
the purse on a very hig^ lime-tree, saying, 
Take it who will/* The baron rushed 
out with precipitationn^,moment after¬ 
wards Saint-lbai alb^went out, quite 
secure that he would reach, ,tbe lime* 
tree before him, notwithstanding of l^is 
little advantage, the utmost 

tranquillity, and as if without any 
sign. A number of people were in thp 
saloon ; the conyers|||on turned on other 
subjects, and the purse was no more 
thought o{.t However,, I ]ya$^always at 
the window, otio 1 b;ui itfy eye on the 
. lirae-tr^C* The baron^ who was very 
large and very tihwieldy, and who had no 
suspicion of^tho intentions of Saint*>Ibal, 
nor even that he bad a rival, gone in 
^ quest of a large stick to skake the 
branches oMie tree, or to catch hpld of 
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the purse. During this interval I ob¬ 
served Saint-ibkil spring {(^rwarcl in ap 
instant, and cnmh to the Very' top of the 
tree; hut h ^ was a long, time search¬ 


ing for the purse wbidh lay ^oncealed 
ahiong the leaves* At tfehg^ he found 
it at the very, itjornient whei! the baroii 
arrived'wit^ a loiig and endrmous pole..., 
Saint-Ibal desce||^d fro8i the' tree, 
and, sheivihg^.bitif the’r purse, with a 
triumphaiitv^iir, exdlail^ed, belongs 
to^lie “ Hbw* r* sdid the bbrdn, *^and 
by what rightB^^thW right of con¬ 
quest,** replied SainNlbiah With these 
words he put the purse into his bp^oi) 
and left the baron^qillte stUpiVed ; and''he 
returned to the'^iSroon with^Vei*y simple ; 
and a^'very sage look. J'^The baron; who’ 
felt irritated, ^atked dbdtft in th^rpatk 
till night. V He did not miike his appear¬ 
ance' ^gaid-'till ’ Saiht-Iblll and alf the . 
othervisitbrs had t^us. He did not fail"' 

ir* ^ V ^ 

to tell his adve«tur#’tb fhe bountets. 
Shi*deliVCTed "me a vdry lohgTlecture on 
the'VnbjCct., She told" me I ought to ' 
have''Shewn'my diapleasurb at^the im- 
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pertinent conduct , of |:^int*lbal; con- 
duct equally foolish jand ridiculous. 1 
answered that the whole scene had di¬ 
verted me very much, and that if she 
had seen the i>aroii inarching gravely 
along, dragging a large ;gole after" him, 
she would have IjEi^ghed'as well ^s jne; 
and that.,it- was altoge^cr imppasible .for 
me to be angry at sh^r. an amusing in¬ 
cident. The countess replied .with bit- 

^ ^ f -Ls. 

ten^ss. I returned no anai.w^r, that ^ 
conversation might b« dj^opp^; but froii 
that day her assiduity about me re-. 

and her active vigilance ,did 
not le;tye me %^ingl^||}oment of liberty. 
She did npt stQj^ here. jShe spoke to the 
Count de'Melcy, who, oil his side'afiso, 
never quitted hi|i son, and ^ the end of 
8eye,n preight, d^s the couht, under the 
pretext^ of business ^of the greatest im¬ 
portance, retiirn^ ak .of-it sudden, to 
Paris, witli hif' spn^.yjithout allowing 
him even, time to take.'his leave of his-^ 
neighbours.. Fi^^n days afterwii[rdsi,.^hd 
ordered him ' atvay 'for. Ragland, - from 
whence he was to go by sea to Portugal 
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and Spain^ and from thqiice to Italy, the 
termination of his traveh*' 


This departure 'plunged me into ex^ 

cessive grief, and the . most profound 

* 

chagrin. No mdre inter^ting Visits! /DO 
more any hope of again enjoying atpi hour 

of'joy: and "happtness ! With what in- 

• % 

difference I heard the passage of horses" 
and carriages ovtlN^he drawbridges!.«•• 
1 had adopted the custom in all chateaus 
of rising with the .break of day: but^ 
With what anguish pf heart I now saw 
the commencement of^the day which was 
to pass without leaving. tn^ single 
agreeable recollebfl^ !. My bad humour 
was vented on the narbn ; b^t he.was so 


stupid' thkt he did not comprehend 
j^fsagreeable things 1 was telling him on 
all occastoiis. produced any 

iihpi^aaibi$:"<ld him it woul^ have been 
lie^^sary for die to load^him with down*, 
right abuse. Hp nierely discovered that 
my afir which he 

attributed to the state health; re- 

spectiogrwhich he, was perpetually inter- 
rogating me; My sister-in-law, who 
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possessed more penetratioii, easily knew 
what was passing'.in heartj but she 
. feigned , not to^ Kave the least suspicion 
of .it,- for counting,,.whoIly on the long 
absence Of Saint^Ibal, the opposition of 
his father^ and the in^mense fortune of 
the baron, she persjste4.<in her project, 
persuaded also .that I should bp upable tQ. 
resist hnr eloquence* ascendancy. 

At the end of the-: period of my 
mourning, the conhtess'at fast spoke, to 
me without syiy reserve, o^^the Baron 
d^Urbin «Bnd his. p^8i<$ for me^ 1 re- 
turned for answer that I had no thoughts 
of marrying ^ay;i> and that 1 had besides 
an invincible, sversio^for the baron. At 
the countess 9.evir into a rage: she 
wished to in'bist; ,,but I cut h,ar short Vitlx 
a declaration, ip most ,firit^j;^ae> that I 

would • never,;^change say afat^pent; or 
opinion, and tha.t. sbe wppld see tl^a|, 
my‘resolution* w.as ^n^l: at • tl;is she 
became quite furies,apd*1P bt^^^iage and 
indignation l<^dad me .with <Vf.bitl^jc. 
and cutting epithet which', ^p^^quld think 
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of; she reproached me ivith the most in* 
suiting irony, for entertaining sentiments 
of affection for a headstrong fool, an idiot, 
and a child: in this manner she chose to 
desijgnate Saint>lbal. I listened coolly to 
all this torrent of invectives w«thioM<t<Hn- 
swering a single ivord; at length. I rose 
and addressed her thua:-^*' Receive my 
adieu, madam: I'ihiall demand horses, and 

return instantly tti^^Paris, to . resume my 

¥ 

situation .with tbeque«a.** iWUh these 
Words I witl\drew precipi.tately: she calU 
ed violently after me,'bu.t I did . not so 
much as turn round,-: .1 heard her ex.- 
claiming:-,— hoxribi^-,&fgratitude /...I 

*** i 

opened the door and went out,- and-l Jn> 
stantly gave orders, for my departure.*^ 
i^wQ hours afterwards I entered^ the cat- 
xiage, andthe road fot, Paris.. 

Por fifteen days before,., thy countess 
had left nothing undone to ruin. Saittt* 
Ibat in my .estimation she^ had fre¬ 
quently witnessed tbe^estruction in this 
mimner Aff.esteemandgood'will by. hatred 
and envy: she was ignorant that all these 
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means, and eveir calumny, false" reports', 
plots, and cabals, not only fail to produce 
any effect, op a persdn whose heart is 
profoundly touched; but even serve to 
draw the ties closer which they wit^ to 
dissolve; wbatever^be the nature of the 

V a. 

seirtilinejDt we feel, wheth^er it- beiove of 


friendship-; for every thinpr lik^ pei^ecu* 
tion onty attaches mUs ’ more passioh^ 

-A < 

ately to the’ object .;Wp- truly lovci 
What reparation ought'tve riot to make 
for such malevidence J—To thwart open^ 
ly sentifheDts .of a strong nature is 
the sure means of r^llrniing and exalt* 
ing them, coi^a|icy is a-mode 

of vengeance^tiite .allov^able, And tvhich 
it- is‘delightful to exeiCise towards'thosd’ 
who declare"-themsblves- the enfemief" 
of an object thall is dOatto us. ' The scene 
which: hat^ taken place only ^ntade -me 
renew with fresh ardour the oath of either 
bei ng ISai nt> I balhf, .oi^predervihg for ever 
ray liberty.'' - -■ r "(t ^ 

On atrivipg at Paris T found s' latter- 
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from Saint'lbal, dated from London, con- 
ceiyed in the following terms — " 

1 .wasobliged to part, against my will, 
without seeing you, without bhrce holding 
th^dear thread Whic^ would have ex- 

* ■'ll I 

pressed my gri4f add' my-'t^retT Did 
you suffim^ntly comprehend that imper¬ 
fect language which'* lovb -’invented for 
you? How'could'I Hopfe this-, when I 


feel that it is impossible'^for me to 
paint to you in a letter that passion 
which -at' its commencetn'ent was so 

* ^ . u ' 'j 

tender and so violent, th^t it^seems'ds if 
my love for you had b^iin ^th my first 


bmath! Did'oQt'l read" in your heart 
from the' very first day? 'Did not 1 see* 
your disdain and" your aversion for hiin 
who aspired to .ypurhatid/ and the'des¬ 
potism which he wisbeH'tO exercise over 
ybu ? . Without, telling me a single, word, 
have you not fey^led-fevSry ihing to^e, 
your situatiUnV yoiii,r ^rai^..TCcrefs, and 
your Sentiments ? hot these- prodigies 
-of love .prove that we were born for one 
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another?....Ah, dg not douht it—I am 
' your’s; , and I am. going to pass t\yo 
dreadful years without seeing you I 
was. stroi^ly tempted to break, off this 

^ j;, 

cruel journey, but I should baveJrHl|ited 

V ' ' * 

. the best of fathers," and I' am only twenty! 

I wish t6 acquire thi^ right of saying to 
him; -r- Nolmithitanding abs^ce and d%s->‘^ 
iance, / Jmve lovtd far two years' the ob¬ 
ject most worfhy of^ being beloved! What 
could he object to that? And how would 
it then bepossibleforhim ncfirl'o subscribe 


to whaf would constitute the hrippiqess of 
‘my life ? JThis is thc^'rcason for my der 
parture. You, see that ive . owe, every 
thing,to love,’ e.yen rqason.^ ’Adieu! I 
have neithet letters^uor promises fr5m 
you, but I catty, with me the purse whiclr 
I gained, or/ratifer which you gave me 
by throwing it On the tree! With what 
transport I c^uthmpla|e wp^^ ‘the 
charming ^issu^krf • mystery. and love, 
every jnesh of'whii^^ recalls to'me the 
expression of a s<'ntime'.it, and a mo¬ 
ment of juy and happiness Work con- 
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tinually (burins: our separation, and only 
for me: and when an immoveable thread 
shall pass, under your, fingers, vouchsafe 
a sigh for the altsenoe every* instant of 
which will be cou,nted over by me with 
such grief and angui^hi” ' 

j 

In this letter I found whatever could 


touch my heart; still however I had 

- 

courage enough not to answer it: 1 
thought that before taking §uch a step I 
ought wait the consent of his father. 
rFhe pleasure and , the intrigues of the 
court were unable to withdraw the from 
the sentiment" with which I ,^,as wholly 
occu^d. The queen received me with 
the utmost goodness:,she spoke to me 
more, than once of iny^situation: she told 
I was^too young-hot to marry agein, 
add that she would tbinl^rOf 1 answer¬ 
ed her by returning a vague expression 


of thanks. . Abbut a month ^afterwawls 
the queen told me^odB^ day; with an 
obliging tone, that she was disposed to 
scold me; that sbe ktifew 1 had refused to 

K !*■ “ 

marly fitron.dfU^bin, who possessed 
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fo gr^at a fortahe, and was the most vir* 
taous msm in the woi*ld, and that she was 
assured t'entertained a romantic passion 
for . the young^Saint<*1;baI; that by this 
conduct 1 distressed itiy sister-tn-rlaw,'by 
whom I was addr^d, and that such coff« 
duct waa^^i|her prudent nor wise, and 
the mores^/^ added the:^uedn,' “ as abad 
account is gived-of'*the diaracter of this 
young Saint*-!ba), ^hoMs Resides a iilere 
infant, For I ahi told he is not n^e than 
seventeen .or eiehteeh.” ^ easily dih- 
covered this discourse the in- 

trigues 'my i§istef*in-Iaw, who had 
beea. lirtfet). days at /Pafis,;where'she 
came with thesdle intention of injuring 
me. Mitdam^^’^aid “ ypur^ajesty 
is very iil inforjpned^uiy siste|s4n«taw doeiS^ 
not me. ^ Th^ Barbh'd'Uihtn is a 

* 'v 'V^ *^V ' « 

stupid man, whom a ,wctifiati^possessed of ^ 
good^fise who intends ia^hfui'wilt 
never rnhYry* • IMfc^de Saint-lbal is twenty . 
instead of seventeen; his i^aracter iis 
very good. I t^e sHoAvn ..bo 'preference 
for. him^and li)a«%'tb4:iQjplin^.iofia wiftcll 


T OI.. I. 
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I am supposed to entertain. I shall bava 
sufficient time to reflect on them, for be 
is now on his travels, and will not return 
in less than two years.^^ The queen 
smiled. ** Thi^ is not the first tiine,*^ 
said she, “ that I have received an un¬ 
faithful repott: fortunately/^ she added, 
‘‘ I have adopted the custom' of never 
pronouncing a positive judgment on any 
ill which I hear, or on any complaint which 
is made to me.*' This conversation was 
interrupted bjr an incident foreign to my 
story, but which I cannot for&ear to 
relate. The Countess de Senec^, a lady 
about the queen's person, entered with 

a countenance of the utmost consterna- 

* 

tioD, saying that she had discovered a 
thing altogether unheard of.—She then 
stated that having the care of the queen’s 
jevrels, she had put by, tor some time 
back, a considerable uutober of them, 
which had been successively broken, and 
that wishing to have them repaired,--she 
perceiv^ with'tfattgrebteM surprise that 
■ somethktg wad wanting for every dipss; 
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one wanted a chain, another a ring or a 
stonC) &c« which was quite inconceiva¬ 
ble, as she had always kept the key of 
the box in w’hicb these jewels were con¬ 
tained. At this recital the queen began 
to laugh. It is evident,” said sUOa 
that these jewjels hav6 been stolen; 
but do not alarm yourself, I know the 
robber.” “ How, madam ?” Yes, and 1 
am the person. You shall hear the fact,” 
continued the queen.—'“You know that 
1 am applied to by numbeks of unfor¬ 
tunate p^sons.—I give money when I 
have it, but sometimes I have none, and 
1 feel such pain in refusing the assistance 
which ^sked from me, that I have in« 

\ eiitcd $shIi^s of supplying the place of 
money: wh6n 1 have none 1 break a • 
necklace and'‘give away a piece of it, a 
plume of feathers, or a bracelet^-** This 
affecting avowal of the queen produced a 
strong impression on us» From that daj^ 
forwards I attached myself sincerely" tov 

s Hintorkal**—J^esiolr^f Moit€viiie4 ^ 

It 9 -u 
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thab virtuous princess, v^o is so deserv¬ 
ing of being beloved for ncr own sake. 

Among the men admitted into the 
select society of the queen, I particularly 
remarked the old Duke of Bellegarde.—I 
regarded with curiosity this first love of 
the ^beautiful Gabrielle d’Estrees*; in 
him I imagined 1 beheld all ttie gallantry 
of the courC of Henry IV. ffis figure 
IS always noblp, and bis physiog¬ 
nomy agreeable. — He was handsome 
five^ears a§o, and I know that eight or 
nine^ycara.^fore be had inspired Made- 
moiseille dc Giiise. who was then only 
sixteen, hhd the most beautiful person at 
court, with k 'strong passion for him. 
This lovq was crossed by Madame de 
Guise, who entertained the same senti¬ 
ments for the Duke*!’. 'Those men who 
have been ^mfneiltty successful with wp- 
men, when they can j^reserve themselves 
|roiri becomidgkiflK hkVea little ^i^it, 
derive in'^lheir old' age frtidi this fKvoIous 


^ HUtorical* 


Itistorical. 
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sort of cefebnty a<lvani,tage»r which give 
thotn in the world a kind of consideration 
'^<jnitc peculiar* They arrogate tq them¬ 
selves the impMatit light of deciding 
impetuously whether the yoiiog people 
who thoir debut in the Vorld are 

amiable or prctt/y aii^ their judgments 
are considered as orates, 1^ was >fortu- 
iiate enough to ]>lease the Duke de Bel- 
legarde: without him [should have long, 
pciiicips always, been <:onfbunded in the 
crowd, but his suffrage dr^w on |ne the 
general* attentioDt ,an,d .caused mctlto be 
immediately distinguisbe4 by the queen. 
Princes may tbei^selvfs, discern merit 


when they possess it; but, as they are 
always absent, and littif oecupied with 


other people, tlmy require to be informed 
of tiie charraa of,wit: tliey frequently 
mistake the in's^puation, of flattery 

for gracetaip4 C||cn when they are in a 
state Qf4u(^tiig fK>rrBCt|y,‘ it is very rare, 
as they,do jndt liyteo,*^ that they can be 
jitrhck with superiority of'talents id a 
mere ronversation, oT perceive tbeir Ojwh 
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deficiency When any thing they do is 
approved of. The Duke de Bcllegarde 
in praising me established my reputation: 
he was believed: be immediately gave 
rise to a prejudice in, my favour, which 
gave me confidence, and brought me into 
vogue. The queen was persuaded that 
1 should please and amuse her; this idea 
alone furnished me the means, because it 
authorised me tospeak withodteonstraint; 
and the right to day every thing always 
renders a person amiable who is incapable 
of abusing it, and who \^ithout malice or 
ambition is natural and 'gay. 

Eighteen mUhths elapsed, during which 
1 regularly received passionate letters 
from iS.aint-4baI.—The 6\)unt d'e Melcy 
frequently came to C'ourH I endeavoured 
to please himvand 1 flattered myself v\ith 
having succeeded, when bne'day he de-' 
manded the favotir ,6f a particular con vei* 
sation .with me. I fixed next day» and | 
Waited with a great degre^e iemotion~ 
He caiUe,,aQd after a long pfhhmbie, told 
me that he bad discovered his aoU’s pas^ 
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sion for me, and he declared that he had 
entered into other engagements' for him* 
‘‘ And my word/* he added with asolemn 
tone,** is inviolableand sacred/" ‘‘Buthow, 
Sir/’ I answered, “ could you enter into 
a positive engagement without consult* 
ing your son ?"* V My son has always been 
submissive to my wishes, and if he ceased 
to be 8o> I should disinherit him and marry 
again next day:—thus, Madam, if you 
wish to be the cause Of,, a total disunion 
between a father aud his soU) continue to 
nourislf bis foolish, hopes^ otherwise put 
an end to them ever/* On bearing 
these words, indignation rendered ihe for 
an instant mute: at length, recovering 
the use of speech,I see,” said I, “ you 
count the happifiess ofyour son nothing.” 
Here ^e interrupted me with a malicious 
smile, y It istrue,''Ma^am,l reckon ro« 
mantie notions very iittl,e, and a grand es>i 
thblishmenf a great deal.'’-^V Enough,Sir, 
you may rest^assuredtyou have forever ex¬ 
tinguished in^me thevdesire of bH^omia^ 
your daughter*in-law/ *;r own I love youm 

L 4 
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son, but in listening to^you I make the rc- 
nun'CTatio[n almost without effort,” This 
is not enough, Madam; it is necessary 
for the happiness of my son tbat^he 
should be for ever ignorant of this 
versation, and that he ^should attribute 
your refusal to your indifference or your 
change. If he learns the step 1 how 
take, he will persist in' his folly; and 
I have the honour of telling you, 1 shall 
disinherit hirhj iliarry agafp, banish him 
from tny hou^, ahd neVer^ee him again 
as long aS 1 tive.-^ Adfeu^ Madamf reflect 
well on thisf. 'I Shall see, from' your con- 
duct, whell|or there is any'truth in the 
sublime '.generdst^ of the. Iromantic sen-' 
timeuts \vhich i^|>{re you> with so much 
disdain'for amfatitidbs'idi^s.'* Op 'pro¬ 
nouncing thtiSe. words, he quitted me. 

1 reGaaihed petriil|ed;:*^My'!^e ^ualle'd - 
'my grifef. ’ Sucli^ wer^'^g‘>lBan|f frofd ^altd ‘ 
the ’character -*£<' this^ man^' that • the, 

1 -f - 

smallest "hopt?? * deft ttie. What 

course • cbuld -P taksf'? tuvepUng’my 
sentjihents ^tb ^^^inlT-lbal,' an4. dpnhding 
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what had. taken pll^ce to.hiin>. I should 
deprive him for . ever of the’ftlse biit 
highly respectable opiniqn which he 
entertained ,of ,^the affection of - bis 
father; -1 ^ should ^embroil *them V to- 

-I r * y 

gether; X should , reqder^.inyself- the 
subject of uiMyersaI\^ i>iatce.;\ I should 
destroj^he. fortune, of the manJ loved; 

1 had^niJne myself'•to^ offer" him, and I 
should procure ;bim the ^ reputation .of a 
bad soiv and madman. On. the.Other, 
hand, how coidd J[,4)rHig myself to assure 
Sainjt-Ih^tb^tl never loved him? True 1 

I I 

*11 ' ^ 

had never ansW;,^ed any of bis letters; 
but he devised ^AeTeason of himself: 
he saw that l^w^ajted tbe.Qonsent of his 
hither, and/conseq\ientl^.hi^own return, 
before I would whollv^l^plarin mysejf.— 
How (»uld^runderstanding 
establi^hedit^lVQen4(r8i althe Chateau de^ 
* * f ? or ho.w. ^ould .deohire to, him;' 

“ * t « mC ^ > ■' ♦ 

that 1 had cliai^ed.’my'miitd> aq.d thgit my.; 
heart was no'-.tdn||e]^.|bi^Badte^ 
flectioDsi'distfacted me;., 
the first mdment I ’ i^plvea to saeri.^fiS^« 

Ii 5. ■ ’ ^ »r'< ' 
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myself; and I have had the courage to 
adhere to that resolution. 

From this fatal interview, far from 
desiring the return of vSaint-lbal,! dteaded 
it above all things; and 1 shuddered at 
the thought of the cruel &iate of embar¬ 
rassment in which I sirould inevitably be 
placed. 

Saint-Ibal at length returned after 
the expiration of the tv/o yeais. What 
was my agitation on seeing him one 
morning enler my chamber! Joy and 
felicity was spread on his countenance— 
He threw himself at my feet, exclaitimig: 
** You may now answer me, my father 
knowsall.*^ ** Well Well, this his 
answer:— You mustfirsts my son, be certain 
that you are beloved* Speak to Madame do 
Seaumont, and then I shall explain fnyselj, 
’‘These are bis own wortls," continued 
Saint-Ibai, “ and is not that a consent?"* 
“ Do notbeliiSVe him**—“ Heavens, what 
an idea! my fether’s wishes are centered in 
toy bappr&ess; his frankness is equal to 
hte affection fo^ me<—Ah! speak without 
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diread and without delay, that I may in-^ 
atantly return tothisgoodand tenderfather, 

r ^ 

who will share my joy when I inform him: 
1 have learnt nothing from her con versa- 
tion/^ In expressing himself thus, SainU 
Ibal could not retain his tears, and mine 
flowed involuntarily, ^ This illusion re¬ 
specting; bis father wriin^ my heart; J 
felt how shocking it would be to deprive 
him of it, and I resolved to sacrifice 
myself; but what a stab I was going to 
give him, and how c^uld bring myself 
to do i<!—Trembling^" ani^ scarcely able 
to speak) I forced hha.£d sit*,down, and I 
conj u red h i in to'lis ten 10 me w i th calmness; 
he obeyed with equal alarm jaind trouble, 
--lie looked at me in silence: at I<mgth 


I told him with a^brbkeii voice:" “Saint 




Ibal, i can never be your^si’*- -“.Great 

'a I ' V If -b... ' • 

God! when there is ho obstacle to separate 
US, when my fathers consent ill re^dy 

: s. “ And why ?' —- 




“I cannot be yont 

If - X " "\m * ^ ■* 

“ Let this sufBi^e you, ask me no farther* 

“ What! shall j submit tosuchadreadftll 

' '► *1 \ '"'‘l ' i> 'I _ 

seqt^nee without.demanding.an e^lana* 
tion ! Can you' expectid bWwdi^ I 
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have you then deceived me? Were those 
mysteriqua hopes gave - me, before 

'I ^ ^ 

my. departure merely an amusement 
for yoali^Barbaropa amusement Did 
you not see then sincerity^ with 
which .1 loved, you ? How could you 
^allQiv.ihe to indulg,e In so fatal an ^rorl 
And^my letters, which proved to you the 
constancy of my violent passion^ how 
could you'receive them> without unde¬ 
ceiving me!—At least,f-ansvver/me— 
You did not Ipve “ Your letters! 

* e"' - - \ it/,. 

I never received any// «" 

I had meditated tUis^ untruth,, which 

»v ^ ' s I . 'S. 

appeared iudispensible, ..and which com* 
pleted the despair and fury of Saint-Ibal; 
be Reused me of falsehood; ingratitude; 
and per^ry; bis ragC Went to ihy soul, but 
if proved his loye, and 4 d, that 1 found a 
sort of consolation^. Pper^st^edso stoutly 
. in maintaining imatl b^neverreceivedllis 
that .at last he believed me; but 
be stHh (sontiiiued to reproach* me with 
..equal bitterness for the hopes 1 had given, 
at the Chateau de. f he quitted 
me in despair, and left me in a more 
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pitiable condition than his own. Re> 
solred, however, oti* sacrificing myself, 
I experienced a sort of relief in the idea 
thst this dreadful expldtiation was over, 
and that I was r^ieVed fron^ it. Afas! 

m 

what would have beqn the use df telling 
him^the truth—*1 could not own my sen- 
tiinents to him without discovering the 
hardness and horrible falsity of his father, 
and without depriving him of his esteem 
for one whom bis duty commanded him 
to revere. Saint-Ibal really admired and 
cherislfed his father! Was it not a crime 
to annihilate this sweet and sacred senti- 
ment in his heart; a sentiment love even 
could not replace nor indemnify him for 
the loss of! Were 1 to be so weak, ^uld 
not Saint-lbal himself one day iS^ame me 
for it, and regret the fbrtune, the rank, 
the honours which he would lose from 
the enmity of his father? AH these re¬ 
flections served to fix me irrevocably iu 
the generous design which I had resolved 
on. ' 

The unhajSpy Saiiit-Ibal, urable toc0ii^ 
ceal his grief, deposited it in the perfidious 
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bosooi'of him- who was the cause of it: 
he coufided every thing to liis father^ who 
clearly discovered, from his despair, that 
I bad kept his secret and mine. I thp^ught 
that this man, so itn^pabie himself .of 
generosity^ would at h\st be coniounded 

t 

at mine; but I was mistaken : grovelling 
saul$ admire nothings because jthey disbe¬ 
lieve in evory thing either great or disin¬ 
terested. They always suppose the vilest 
motives for ihe' noblest actions, and they 
then applaud lh^tnaelves insccret for their 
imagined ^ penetration, which tb^ > con¬ 
sider as a great ^proof of juperiprity and 
talent.' The >Count de Melcy was per¬ 
suaded tliat hi^. positive and^pbsolute de- 
clars|ior^pf disinheriting^, his son had 
taken froijn^ pni^^^lftintention of marrying 
him,^ aiid. that 1 'a^ted vvMh perfect since- 
rity» and without .e0c|f^^^as the marriage 
'^ith .Saint-lbal wt>uld,be no longer ad¬ 
vantageous fpr . mCj but^pn the contrary 
the very worst m^friage that 1 could.make. 
This manner, of judging)and the violent 
grief di' his son, completely ^.qui^ted him 
with respect to my conduct, and were 
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the tnost com][^lete security wjlh biin for 
my discretions When his son questioned 
him respecting the men whom 1 saw, the 
count told hinr that Varicarville, attached 
to the Count d6^‘Soissons^ was despe* 
lately in loi^e with me, and that Lwas 
suspected to share his sentiments. Saint- 
Ibal returned in a rag^ fothe'UeXt day,^ to 
reproach ifre with this'preteiided passion; 
it was easy for m(5 to jusfl^ myself by 
proving to him that I had long ceased to 
see VaricarViHe, Who itl'^eality had of¬ 
fered io m^rry mo. But who is my 
rival then said Saint-dbal: “ be at least 

I- > 

sincere with ini&; o\vn'that you once had 
an impulse bf preference ft>r iHej-aYid-that 
afterwards a Inore fortunate object 
spired you with a i^l ps^iou.f y&u were, 
only eighteen when ybii tkllowed me to 
indulge those ^tai'-hopes'; yohr youth 
Riay tender you' e!itcusable ;*> but open 
-your heart'tb me, and pity the'isituatlon 


in which I ahi ; ybur sincerity and cqb- 
'fldence would mitigate my sufferings. 
Db you also rejecttne as a (iriend 
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weep tr^Your con'duet is inexplicable. 
Why do you weep >.;*Do you also enter¬ 
tain an unfortunate nassiort Yes, 

Saint-lbal,- wry unff)rtuuate,”--~“ Un¬ 
grateful.woman, what^.l hear?...Great 
God! then it,ris.true that you'e,iitertain 

an affection for another f-i-Yoti. own it to 

« 

me AtivJ what perfidy !— 

However,/: fiijiiih ypu,r cruelty: who is 
then the object • whom yoii passionately 
love?**— “ 1 cannot tell you,*!- “ I shall 
distovef him ^you nSay rest assured; and 
as I shall not .iben'Ow^.She discovery to 
your confidencie, nothing caw then witli- 
draw this hated'^y.^.froi)} my fury 
“ I shall,aeven.i;(}arry hijn,’-^. “ WJiys is 
he « No, ho is free;’’ ‘.‘ What 

obstacle tlmp separates you ?" “ An in- 
vii^ible obstacle/’. ‘‘.dJeloved by you, 
can he possibly, hay^ another sediment ? 
'Vou sigh,! O providence!Vho does not 
return youelove. ]How'l pity yotf-! you 

feel all that I'8uflfer.*’V 
Ssunt-lbal continued to interrogate iine 
a time respfetiog this supposed* 
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rivai, but obtainingno* infocmation, he 
left me more-discontented: than' ever. 

- Ml ^ ' 

Agreca&ly to what he announced to me, he 
made new inquiries fit>m his-father and 
others/and the refplt W them was the . 
strangest idea; he was told^that monsieur, ' 
the^’king*s\bpotl/er, treated me with 
great deal of atteirtiod.^and^kiifi'dne^, and ' 
he imagined that I ent^tair^d In Secret 
an extravagant passion .for that ^ince. 

1 wished at first^to drive this foolish idea 
out of his head,^ but Ih vain i^jn the end, 
without*altogethor< agteeid^ jto:.it, I left 
him to entertain tbis^%iotidii^“ 1 was in- 
fluenced by seveW motives felt, that if ; 
Saint-Ibal was.not thoroughly perauaded 
that 1 entertained a. violent ^passion^or 
another^ he would sooa'*disOoyer tny f^tal 
secret, and ias it-was De^8^ry;’to give 
him an'ima^nar^«n’j{^''-tn.o^ieur greatly 
preferable ..to ‘'aihy'iotl^r, because.j^aint- 
Ibal cobid not seelif a".pretepee..^ quar> . 
reiUng yrit^ hinji and ftonSequcntly would 
not- figbt;-*ldMs- hito.‘.A;..vWhai:,^nlplet'eIy 
convihcfd •'Sathb.lbailtdlf. .iny- paf^un. ^ • 
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monsieur, was my aversion for the 
Duchess de Montbason, with whom mon¬ 
sieur was in love; I did not positively 
agree to it, but I owned, and I repeated, 
that I felt an unfortunate passion. Saint- 
Ibal was in despair and deeply affected, 
but he spoke to me incessantly on the 
subject. 1 painted to him in true colours 
the misery of loving without hope ; I 
found a sort of pleasure in entertaining 
him every day with the sentiments of 
which he ^yas the object. It is true, 1 
could only excite his jealousy and wring'" 
his heart, by detailing to him the passion 
he inspired me with ; but I enjoyed even 
his suderings : we wept together; an in¬ 
timate confidence was established be¬ 
tween us : he was at least peisuaded that 
1 felt tor him the wannest and most tender 
friendship, and the hope that 1 w'ould be 
cured of my foolish passion sw^eetdhed 
the bitterness of such a strange situation. 
Our conversations became gradually less 
melancholy, and sometimes they were 
rf^eved by gaiety* > lie never let slip an 
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occasion of ruining monsieur in my mind. 

l ^ - 

I never failed to defend monsieur, but 
1 listened without rage, and even* smiling 
to all the injuries which he loaded him 
with'; from. tbis'*Be' concluded that I 
began to love him less, and that if be 
should succeed in entirely depriving him 
of my esteem, I should again recover my 
reason andiiny liberty. 

At the end of a few months he re- 
commenced bis interrogatories respecting 
the state of my heart.And you,Saint- 
*lbal, I demanded, “ li^hat are your senti¬ 
ments now Ah! yoti know them 
but too “ Very well, I am not 

less constant than you ; I ain still the 
same/*-- ‘‘ Heavens I is it possible ? ^an 
neither my love, nor toy .fidelity, nor my 
indulgence touch you. Yes, my induir 
gence; for 1 ought to hate you; and you 
sacrifice tne to'an absurd and chimerical 
passion. What can Von expect ffom if 

Nothing.**:^ How can you be so 
foolish as to nourish it?” I dr> not nou¬ 
rish it; it dv 0 rpower 8 ‘i|!rfe notwifllfstgndim 
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all my erjdeavouwi^ , because I cannot 

■' ' ^ ' ' 

avoid the olyect of it,”, “ Fly then, return 
to the Chateau de*^*, I will.follow you. 
Ah! when you shall he Igaln in the 
chamber, ini the plaCiSr^wheje y6u%ig;ave 
me that {ierfidieftts ball of silk,, will you 
feel no remorse, and will you thus de- 
'prive nie of aU hope j// Believe me, 
Saint^^fbai^ ^shall''be"^trieh what I am 
here/^ “ Thi^^iiS/^^ob, much f I sj|iall be 
the person then to give you an example 
pf courage. . I shall rieyerNsee you again, 
I am to be attached to the Count dp 
Soissons; hp going ip set out^ on a tong 
journey. 1 nave a dispensation, but 1 
will follow himi a^,d I shall set oiit in 
two days.^V Yomr absence will affect 
me a good 'deal; it will deprive me of my 
qgjly consolation.'* “ Dar^ you speak to 
me in this mahnefr!” ‘Vj'teU yop the 


you ; an<l in.' pr^efenc'^^t'o any other 
person?* ' “ ''ihcQnfeeivable tan- 

suase!. And you^Ave an in.viiacihle pas- 



age! . 

W 3s V ‘ S' f 

^ ?A. K - 4W ^ ^ 



DE LA FAYETTE. 


9S7 


sioh for anol&er ?*' “ passion will ndt 

'* ’"*'<■ •? < ^ ’• * J'"' 

permit me tp"marry,youj but my friend-. 

ship for you is so tender, that if I could 
unite myself to the object of my Ibve, 1 
should inak^ theWithout hesita- 
tion,, if believed ?it. feecessary fo your 
happipess.V There is in wur character, 

, , . l, ■ 

your conductj >atid your conversations, 
an Jncoherence; and ,siD.guiarity which 
drive me to despair, /^liut are you very 
sure that this inclination Ts.insurmount- 
.able, or even that it exists^? Is it pot 
rather some forhaPtic idea, .sopie flight of 
imagination ?, |h the name of heaven, re- 
fleet better on your situation.*' 
Saiht-lbalj it is impossible to' mis¬ 
taken respecting a sentlmen.t which lias 
been Jo ^ long ^felt.” - A^eu then, . I 
shall set diit in two, daya.” " ' 

took his departure accqirc^ingly. I 
Wrote to him during the tim'e of his ab- . 
sence ; ;,he ans^yered jme with equal jrn- 
•tation and love: his liters were.mssion- 
ate and filled with irwroachelL ^ In tny 
situation this was all^at 1 c^ld destt^ 
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On his return 1 found him the same^ 
Obliged to hold the same language with 
him, [ at length deprived him of every 
hope. For several' months he ceased 
altogether to see me, and when he met 
me he affected td^avoid me. What gave 
me the greatest uneasiness was a marriage 
for him which was incessantly spoken of. 
The Count de Melcy, who disseminated 
these false reports, had, in realty, no 
desire to see him married. Although 
his mode of^living was very magnificent, 
his avarice was so feordid, that the idea of 
giving up a small part of his fortune in¬ 
spired him with the desire of deferring 
as Jong as possible the period of his 
marriage; but he rejected no proposition 
which was made, making the false hopes 
jfliich he threw out in the subject to 
different persons serve for forwarding his 
aml>itious intrigues. - - 

Siaint-Ibalt' still irritated against me, 

< 

seepiedr attach himself seriously to 
Mademoiselle de a rich heiress, 

ywug aud'heautira^ ftod of high birth. 
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One day that I was invited to dine 
with the Duchess de Chevreuse, my 
trouble was^extreme on entering to find 
there Madame de with her daugh¬ 

ter and Saint-1 bal: the latter aff’erti d to 
be very much occupied Vith Madeinoi- 
sel'le deS**^; but sat at table beside 
her, whispered to her several times, and 
displayed the great; st gaiety. All these 
endeavours to pique me and to excite 
my displeasure produced a directly con¬ 
trary effect, for I hey proved to me that 
l?aint-lb^r'continued to4ove me. Men 
are quite unskilful in this sort of arti¬ 
fice ; the most able, always go very awk¬ 
wardly to vvork.„ Saint-lbal, who flat¬ 
tered himself that if iie-could uot afflict 
me, he would at least mortity my vanity, 
saw with the greatest chagrin my pro^v. 
found tranquilKty: 1 completely discoin-* 
posed'him by laughing vecy naturally 
his forced -pleasantry. He lost all his 
pretended gaiety* he , bdoame irritated*. 
and he vainly endeaVbured to ai8semble'< 
it. After 4inner the^hchew de (JhcN^ 

V , , -r-v 
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vr^use djew from bar wofk-bag a large 

ball of liiik, and desired Mademoiselle de 

S#** to divide it in two, that is to say, 

to form a second from Vvlmt was drawn' 

from this great ball. Mademoiselle de 

consented, on condition that some 

one should hold the ball from which she 

wound the half* Saint-lbal offered. Ma- 

,'demoiselle de^S*** took bold of the 

end of the silk, Saint-lbal, holding the 

ball, withdrew reeling ; his hands shook ; 

he looked at me^ saw me'grow pale, and 

with my eyes fixed on this agitated sHk ! 

The ball escapi^ from his finger^, and 

rolled ;to ihp other extremity of the 

* 

room.—-Saint-lbal, resting on the back 
of a chair,said, It in a giddine$sV\ .. 
, Every one re and hastened to him;' I 
^alone remained in my place in a con* 
dition impossible to be described. Saint* 
Ibal came to himself; he was madetto sit 
down, the ball was picked up and taken 
\>y the Duchess de Chevreuse ; the work 
"was no longer thought of, and other tlMiiga 
talked of«^ Madame and Made* 
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moiBeile de went away. . Saint-Iba] • 
drew s near to me: his physiognomy was 
no longer the same: he had seen my 
treme emotion’, and resumed his hopes: 
he could not speak to me, because I was 
seated between two females; but in¬ 
stantly laying hold of. the ball of silk 
which was placed on a small table beside 
the Duchess, he said he wished to make 
amends for his awkwardness, and pro¬ 
posed to me to wind it: At this unex- 
^pected proposition 1 blushdd, I stam¬ 
mered ; never was there an embarrass¬ 
ment equal to that which I felt; how¬ 
ever, it was impossible to refuse. I 
took the ball, and when 1 felt the thread 
drawn through, and vibrate under myb 
fingers, when 1 recognised this old lan¬ 
guage, as tender and expressive for me 
at the end of six years as it was in the 
beginning of our loves, 1 was quite 
beside myself. Then Saint-lbal, who was 
standing about ten paces from me, placed 
%he knee on the ground, and said With 
TOL. I« M l 
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aa agitated voice, It is thus I ought 
to be’\...He afterwards interpreted these 
words by adding that the attitude was 
more convenient for the work 1 was 
engaged in. During all this time there 
was a general conversation ; and besides 
•it was impossible to divine wdiat was 
passing between us, as this scene was 
not remarked by any person. I took my 
departure; Saint-Ibal followed me, gave 
me his hand, and thanked me with the 
greatest transport. 1 knew not what I 
answs.red, for I was no longer *inyself. 
I was sure that he would call on me 
next day. What could I say to him? 
How could I afterwards disavo;v my sen- 
lunents ? After much anxiety and re¬ 
flexion, I at last determined on the re« 
scAution that ! could'takev 

Next day Saint-Ibal appeared. At 
length,’^ he exclaimed, ** you have t?!- 
umphed ever that romantic idea which 
has only filled your imagination! You are 
minej*’ ‘^Listen, Saint-Ibal/^ I repliedr 
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‘f my existence depends on a great secret.; 

1 can only confide the half of it to you». 

I 

that which you are the most interested 
in ; but I do so under the express con-*, 
dition that you will not interrogate me 
respecting the remainder, for 1 have- 
sworn by all that is most sacred never to 
reveal it.^’ This beginning astonished and 
frightened him; however, he did no%^ 
hesitate to take the oaths which 1 ex- 

I 

acted of him in the strongest terms. 
“ Very well,*^said I then to Jiim, when 
• I repeated to you that I entertained a 
passion’ equally invariable and unfortu¬ 
nate, I did not deceive you, nor did 1 
deceive myself, but 1 concealed the ob¬ 
ject of it from you,** “ Who is it then V* 
‘‘You, Saintrlbal; I have never loved but 
you/* At these words he threw him¬ 
self at my feet and gave expression to 
all that the most lively joy and the most 
tender love could inspire. “ Alas !*^ 

saidl, “ we shall not be the happier for 

• « 

it! An insurmountable obstacle, which 
it is impossible for you todivine^ opposes 

M 2 
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our union ; and that is the other part ot 
tny secret which I ought to conceal from 
you, and respecting which you have 
given me your word of honour never to 
interrogate me.’^ Saint-lbal remained 
confounded. However, in this conver¬ 
sation, the joy of learning that I never 
loved another triumphed in his heart 
over every other sentiment; but at last 
his grief was extreme. Not daring to in¬ 
terrogate me, or rather knowing the in¬ 
utility of it,« he fell upon a thousand 
extravagant conjectures ; and he 'was so 
far from divining the truth, that he con¬ 
fided his distress to his father with a 
request that he would question me. The 
only consolation, which somewhat miti¬ 
gated his chagrin, was the* assurance 
which I gave him that certain events, or 
at least time, might smooth the obstacles 

p 

which stood in the way of our happi-'* 
ness. Such is still our situation. Saint- 
lbal, always constant, will never truly 
hurt me : he sometimes escapes from me: 
trifling distractions sometimes deprive 
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me of him for some time, but he always . 

returns. His confidence, his esteem, 

* / 

his friendship, are for me the pledges 
of a durable attachment, which the lapse 
of six whole years has only served to 
fortify. 
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